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Outline of supplementary evidence of Laurie Nona  

(Filed pursuant to orders made by the Honourable Chief Justice Mortimer dated 20 April 
2023) 

No. VID622 of 2021 
Federal Court of Australia 

District Registry: Victoria 

Division: General 

PABAI PABAI AND GUY PAUL KABAI  

Applicants 

 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA  

Respondent 
 

Witness: Laurie Nona 

Address: 

Occupation: Art Centre Manager, Artist, Councillor  

Date: 21 April 2023  

 

LAURIE NONA is expected to give evidence of the following matters in this proceeding:  

1. His observations of changes in tidal patterns on Warraber and Badu. These changing 

tidal patterns have resulted in flooding of land and infrastructure on those islands, 

including flooding of the wharf on Badu which was approximately 2 metres under water 

on or around 31 March 2023. 

2. His observations of severe erosion on Warraber caused by strong tides on or around 31 

March 2023. 

3. His observations of changing patterns of precipitation in the Torres Strait, including 

increased rainfall during seasons that are traditionally much drier than they now are. 

4. His observations of changes in the migratory behaviour of Biru Biru. Traditionally, Biru 

Biru migrate during February, however, during the final two weeks of March 2023, he 

observed large numbers of Biru Biru feeding on Badu and appearing not to migrate. 
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5. The importance of burial and maintenance of grave sites in the cultural practices of 

Torres Strait Islanders. Such burial practices are important for the maintenance of 

connection and respect for ancestors. He will also give evidence in respect of the 

placement of grave sites, and in particular, that they are often placed close to the ocean 

out of respect for ancestors and so that ancestors will look after people. 


