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VICTORIA CROSS RECIPIENT BEN ROBERTS-SMITH LODGES DEFAMATION SUIT AGAINST FAIRFAX MEDIA

War hero lashes his accusers

PALL MALEY
DEFENCE EDITUR

Australia’s most decorated war
hero, Ben Roberts-Smith, has
lashed out at a small band of dis-
pruntled former SAS trooperswha
he accuses of running an anony-
mous smear caropaign thal has
ruined his reputation and seen him
accused of cverything from was
crimestoviolence againstwomen.

In an exclusive, wideranging
interview with The Weekend Aus-
tralian. Mr Roberts-Smith broke
his silence Lo respond Lo years of
rumours that he abused Afghan
prisoners while he was a tooper
with the SASR, that he bullied and
assaulted feliow troops in the field
andthat he wasinvolvedinanugly
domestic violence inadent with a
young woman after a function at
Canberra’s Parliament House.

The Victoria Cross recipient
said he had yot 1o be interviewed
by the Inspector-General of the
Austratian Defenae Force, who is
conducting ani ulr) into alleged
warcrimes in Afg

Hie 3dded that in 20 years of
military service no formal allega
tion o wrongdoing had ever been
pulto him.

Mr Roberts-Smith also gave his
most thorough account yet of a
battle in 2006 inw hich an Afghan
spotter was shol dead and
Mr Roberts-Smith was awarded
the Madal of Gallantry for his
bravery u Y

An_ al-imes emotional Mr
Roberts-Smith said rumours and
reports about his service record in
Myunmn had had 3 “devastat-

“My family and | sit here and
wonder, whal's next?” he said
“What's the next lie that's going ta
fun in the paper? I'm not a politi-
dan, 'm nol famous. I went and
fought for my counlry, and I'm
being attacked because I fought
for my country and I pot a medal. |
just don't understand how I today
am sitting here in this position. |
reallydon'L™

The VC recipient’s comments
followed reports in Fairfax Media

Afghanistan war herv Ben Roberts-Smith with his wife Emma on Queenslands Sunshine Coust yesterday

PMs warn against rush to judgment on SAS

tionshipwith a woman who, along
with Mr Roberts-Smith, attended
afunction at Pardiament House on
March 28 Mr Roberts-Smith said
that, after the function, while he
wias summoning a car, the woman,
wba he said was heavily intervicat-

yosterday
in an eﬂnmmul affair with a
hadlhenm\mdhnm

truth was very different He said
that durirg the period in question
he was scparated from his wife,
their marriage laving come under

uf stairs.

‘\Vhen 1 ot there, there were
two federal police officers; they
were basically holding her up. She
had a hupe fump aa the top of her
bead and what appearcd to be a
scrape on the top of her eye and
shesaidshehad asorc hip.

“But she was very mlonalu!
tathe point

In that time. he began a rela-

they were literally holding hcrun

An ACT Police spokcswoman
refused to say if an investigation
had been initiated, or even if a
complaint had been made

Mr Roberis-Smith categori-
cally denied any wn{ulmhcwm
violent towards the woman and
said he had never been cuntacied
Dythe police aboutit.

He said he accompaniad the
woman lo the mrport the ruld..vy
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The four prime miniters who

John Howard lashed out at
small sextions of the community
which he accused of wanting to
demonisethe military, while Tony
Abbott urgel prosecutors to stay
their hand_should credible cxam-

LINDON MECHESEN

sense of servioe and sacrifice”.
The Inspoctor-General of Lhe
Australian Defenc is conducting
bhigptint i erism g o
o al
<o mernbers of (e SASR ard
ﬂ\, Ci committed war

oversaw A

before breaking off the relation-

shipaweek later.
Tle said the domestic violence
Continued on Fugs &
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in the war in
thrown their support bchmd (b:
Special Air Services Nmmml
amid mounting expectations that

a secretive Emry into alleged
war crimes is set Lo recommend
charges against some x-Diggers.

plesof
Kevin Rudd said Australians
who watched the war frum the
romlort o thei iogs wooms”
re cbviows  the savagry of

the Afghan conllice. whie- is
successor Julia Gilland

spoke of the military’s “prof

The night Mossad struck, using fake Aussie passports

ORY

IMIE WALKIR
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

The Isracll assassing had missed
their man oncebut there would be
nomis this time.
When Mahmoud al-Mabhouh
stepped into his tuxury hotel room
onachilly Jamuary night s Db
in 2010 they were waiting for him.

‘Two powerful sots of arms held
the Hamasweapons dealer, block-
ing hisway back to the coridor. A
thind man, the execulioner, g
ged him with one hand and. with
the other, pressed to Mabhouhs
neck an ultrasound instrument
loadd  with  suxamothonium
chloride, a potent anacsthetic
“The men maintainad their
grip until al-Mabhouh stopped
strugpling.” writes Laracki investi-
g:memnujmnnnmlkvgmm
taking up the story in his naw

Mabhouh

book, Rise and Kill Firsl, a history
of larpeted assassinations by the
country’s spy agencies.
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“As the paralysis spread
Uirough his by, they laid him on
the floor. Al-Mabhouh was wide
awake, thinking dearly, secing
and hearing everything

*He just couldnt move. foam
formed at the comers of his
mouth. e gu

“IMirve strangers stared at him
dispassionately, still holding his
s futincse Thatwasthelat
thingho

Tihas takem unti oo, with the
publication of Bergnian's book in

Australia, for the full account of
Mabhoul's murder (o emerge,
with its laaded implications for
Australia’s wlations with Iseael

markadtodiein what is known as
Operation Plasma Screen. What
Continued on Fuge 8

cnmes, indluding murder, during
the d«;\drkmg fightin Afghai-

Roberts-Smith in Afghanistan. aboye. and
receiving his Victoria Cross from then
governor-general Quentin Bryce in 2011

m Defence Force privately
octs some allegations will be
Geemed credble paving um.y
for potential criminal pe
of berta ADE membérs by the
Australian Federal Police.

The prime ministers spoke o
The Weekend Austruhian last
m\i h‘lwv.‘ Fairfax Ntdi.l pub-
Victoria

stan'T
ted| NS“ Su rcmcCDun ju
P et s b
ning since 2016. The inquiry's
terms of reference are dassified.

Cmss winner and 5A< veteran
Ben Roborts-Smith accusing him
of bullying, intimidation and the

Contirsied on Ruge 4

Labor hired GetUp! strategist

EXCLUST the November 25 eloction, Josh
al staller — caming about

ACHAEL McKTANA

A veteran strategist for GetUp!
was hired by Queenstand Labor

Deputy Promier Jackie Trad at
taxpayer expense as a “lempor-
ary advises” for last year's state
clection that was dominated by
the leftwing activist group’s

Rl

$2000 a weck — on a contract
thatendedon the eveof the poll.
A government spokesman
yestenday said the uctivist, whose
Linkedin profile states he is still
GelUpfs  political  director,
workedas amediaadviser for Ms
“Irad. But a source said Mr Gen-
ner was only hired “because of

Just a day after Premier
Annastacia Palasrauk called

FULLREPORTP3

Return to
schools

SIMON BENSON
NATKINAL ATFAIRS EDITOR

Malcolm Turnbull has been
foraedtointerveneasecond time

with Uhe indepondent. schools
lobby nal week following a
backlsh over plans to strip
$2billon from the sector.

‘The meeting was orpanised
aer a revolt by independo
school wha were
blocked from socing secret gov-
ernment modelling grven to the

peaki associ-
atons,whi da to rprsent
maore than 0 b und

600,000 students nutionwide.
The Weekend Austratian un-
that representatives of

the independent schools in Vic-
toria have met privately with
senior ministers indluding Dan
Tehan, Michael Suklzr and

any moves to Lake mone
from the sector could backfire on
govemment
“The crisis meeting with Ut
independents comes weeks ater
the Prime Minister met the Syd-
ney, Melboune and Brisbane

storad loLhe seclorafler areview
mﬂﬁmlu! Catbolic schools had
by up to
Szbn undcr Education Minister
Simon Birmingham's Gonski 20

reforns.
The Weekend Australian un-
dmundt that several senior

ministers  have also
r:lu.\l Nlh Mr Turnbull their
concerns about the cl&dml

damage being caused by the
Ingdupul‘ewm the Catholic
schoolssect

'n\cmoclu:ddrm the risk
opens up a second frant in the
«ducation funding stoush, and
follws a public intervention by
John Howard last week in sup-
port of the Catholic schools sec-
lar. The former Liberal prime
minister is also umlmlood 1
have privately told senior Liberal
Party figures that Mr Tumbull
quickly needs to repair the
sctuan with the pawerful Cath-
olic school sector which now
claimsto have lust confidence in
Senator Birmingham.

smhu,, al the opening and

ertiary
lege in Sydney, Mr Howanl
delivered a veiled swipe at

tor Birmingham as he called for
sector 1o be treated

with*faimess” and
“For decade after d\\.‘-li:
Cathwlic education in this coun-
try reverved no assistance al all
thegovernment — and I'm
always proud in that context o
acknowledpe the extraordinary
Comtinued on Page 2
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Date: 7.5 June 2021
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