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Deputy Chief Justice Gibbs Salika: That is what this workshop is all about. We wanted this workshop to inform judges that yes you are being watched by public, public judge you. The community judges you. They make their own conclusions as to whether you are a judge of integrity whether you’re judge that they can trust to deliver justice to them.
Host (Ms Fiona Wyllie): Can I ask you to introduce yourself and tell me where you’re from. 
Ms Tangi Taoro: My name is Tangi Taoro, I am a Senior Justice of the Peace from the Cook Islands and also I am a certified judicial regional trainer now, the same as my colleague here and our role here actually is to co- facilitate this training with some of the qualified and specialised trainers of this program.
Host: There are a number of judges I understand who are visiting from Australia and helping with the workshop.

Ms Taoro: Yes actually this program, the Pacific Judicial Development Program, is actually being managed, although it is funded by MFAT New Zealand, it is actually managed by the Federal Court of Australia and the team leaders and also the administration is run by the Federal Court of Australia and also we have one judge, Peter Gray, who is also one of the facilitators of this program. 

Host: What expertise can they bring to a workshop like this?

Ms Taoro: Actually they bring a wealth of experience and expertise in this training program and we actually, the regional trainers, there are four of us, myself and my colleague here as well as two from here, from Vanuatu, who are co- presenting, we are learning a lot because of the wealth of experience and expertise these other judges who are facilitating in this program, yes.

Host: Do they discuss actual cases that they have sat on and give you the different things that can occur in a judgement?

Ms Taoro: Yes, they use a lot of their cases that they have dealt with in their own court experience, court work, as examples of the sessions that they take and the participants are actually finding that very useful and they are applying or elaborating a little bit more on the topics that are being taught to them and they use a lot of those experiences in the courts. 
Host: Only being in Vanuatu for one year I have realised that family connections are very strong in many Pacific Islands, is that one of the pressures that comes to bear on people who are working in the islands that they know so many people and are connected through family to so many people when it comes to presiding in a court situation there must be a lot of family pressures some times to make decisions.

Ms Taoro: Absolutely, absolutely, especially in our island nations where maybe some are not as noticeable as others. Especially in my example in the Cook Islands, were there is a smaller population than compared to Papua New Guinea, where everybody seems to know everybody. So it can become a pressure on the judicial officers but the thing that as judicial officers we need to understand is that when we are in the court we have to be unbiased and maintain the integrity of the office and that is… but we do come across situations where we are required to either disclose our potential conflicts of interest or disqualify ourselves from hearing the cases but then again in smaller islands it can be a bit difficult because there is not many judges and if we all disqualify ourselves then there is no-one there but the important thing is for us to disclose our potential conflict and then for the parties to make that decision whether they still want us as judicial officers to go ahead and hear the case.
Host: I know that Papua New Guinea has gone through some very interesting political and legal times of late. How much is that affecting the day to day operations of some of the people who might be here?

Salika DCJ: This is… what we have gone through in Papua New Guinea we can share our experiences with our pacific neighbours as to how we can strengthen ourselves as judiciaries around the pacific to address issues that you just discussed with my colleague on the issues of impartiality, the issues of integrity, the issues of professionalism in our various areas of responsibilities, and how we should address those issues and this is the type of training we are giving to lay judges from the pacific, that yes there may not be more trained judges, it’s the same issues that also applies to law trained judges as well as the lay trained judges and so they must be on their guard. They must also be prepared to practice the skills, knowledge and the attitudes that we impart to them during the course of this workshop and that the services they provide to their people in their various countries will be appreciated by their people and the people will appreciate the work they do and it will give credence and credibility to their various judiciaries knowing that yes, our cases have been heard by a tribunal that is honest, a tribunal that is acting with proper integrity, a tribunal that is impartial, a tribunal- yes we have had a fair trial, we have had a fair trial at the end of the day and they can go happy. 

Host: And that would lead to more stable societies within the pacific?

Salika DCJ: Exactly, it would lead to more stable societies in the Pacific not only just stable societies in the Pacific but it will enhance development. We acknowledge that our service that we provide is not exactly an economic… we are merely service providers for our people but our role is to ensure that the economic… to enhance the economic activities in our various states, because if there is lawlessness in a society that is lawless and there is society that is governed by the rule of law and the maintenance of the rule of law, there will be stability, economic stability, political stability, everything else will just fall into line.
Host: On that, anyone from Fiji here?

Salika DCJ: Unfortunately there is nobody from Fiji here. We would like them to be here, unfortunately they are not here.
Host: Thank you both for your time.

Salika DCJ: Thank you very much.
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