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and the Federal Court of
Austmlia marage 3 megiod-
al cooperation programime
called the Pacifie Mudicial
Denralopdnet Progrdnioe amd
this - alodg with 2 rew court
ruilding - berae =l bopde
in the speech of Chief fustes
Wireerd Lurabel: fir the 2002
offiria] opening of the court
eI

Justive Insabek spoke of
the eodnporent of this peo
grafnfne dewoted to Steate-
gic Innprorrenent followring
an assessnent by Jermif-

&t Ehinann of the Yammaty
courts and regictry These
ifrprovernets £l dnbo foa e
diztiret categorie whith will
b the subject of a Memo-
ratd i of Tnderstanding
between the Federml Court
of Australia and the Supeeine
Conrhiof Varnaty.

The fiest area of inproee-
mnent it Case Management.
Theme & seento be a reed for
greater effriency and effee-
trenes: as regards cases
wnder Suprene Court mnan
agefnent. The mbrodwetion
of new technolomy ey well
b able to inprove proce-
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dures for both erinitel and
civril soathers and worlshops
for judges should be able to
kad toz soresteney of case
maragemernt which can be
the subgect of aGuide o Cxe
Thragenert i the Supeedne
Conert of Varoaty.

Conrt ard Prosecutions
shaff will ako be iroachred in
thedr cwnwlzhops and =g
imy fasks will poesibly be 2e
alioeated . There were judical
cteervmtiods of shortecriing:
i the proseeubions serdes
dutirg A2 z0d the inedwe
srert of Prosecutions saff in
the Strategic Inpeoresent
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plan moay well reduee such
eonplainds . Technology 1
wrill be beeed on asechorwide
apprcach, and techookmr &
seena being mnportand by sl
the partitfating aEnees.
Probably moet ioportant
ifi Chief Sustime Lunabeks
address were his referne
ez to aemes bo jushies, These
started by his speaking of
refote and disadvantaged
eodrurLTaties and oo opoe
tant it & to dderdify the needs,
priceite: and mocte of equip-
i distard cofonurities or
istard cerdres.
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There have to be more
court buildings in the islands,
and the Chief Justice wanted
to see the judiciary and gov-
ernment more concerned
with maintenance of facili-
ties already in place.

And then there is the need
for the new Supreme Court
Hall of Justice. Chief Justice
Lunabek did not mention the

recent public and media erit-
icism of a new government
project for a conference cen-
tre, something which is con

sidered by commentators as
of little benefit to the public
in general. However, the Hall
of Justice has been a key ele

ment in his Opening of the
Courts speech every year
since the old court house
was burned down. The Chief

Chief Justice re-emphasizes appeal for new courts

Justice is also possibly con-
cerned that with the recent
sale of publicly owned land
in the vicinity of the court
house, the judiciary may lose
control of the superb site still
existing for the administra-
tion of justice.

The Chief Justice said: "It
is imperative that the Vanuatu
government commit itself to
the new Supreme Court Hall

of Justice building project.
It is an important national
project that will require the
continuous commitment and
leadership of the government
in partnership with the judi

ciary and the development
partners’ assistance. This is
a call to the government of
Vanuatu to drive the project
and a call to Vanuatu's devel-
opment partners to assist the
government of Vanuatu in
this project.”

Also important for Lun-
abek - more judges to deal
with the ever increas-
ing Supreme Court work
load. Positions have been
advertised, but little inter
est shown from members of
the local Bar. This suggests
the government will need to
review the terms and condi
tions for judges in order to
retain quality personnel who
are competent.

Vanuatu is able to take

pride in its acceptance of
the rule of law which has,
even recently, avoided pos-
sible violent conflict. In this
writer's opinion, the words
of the head of the judiciary
to the administration on an
important occasion merit a
response from the rulers of
the Republic. Chief Justice
Lunabek seeing the court
house as an imperative sure
ly requires an answer from
Prime Minister Kilman.




