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Administrative Notices See Practice Notes

Appeal An application to a higher court to review a decision of a lower court or 
tribunal. For example, an appeal from a decision of a Federal Magistrate 
may be made to the Federal Court, and a decision of a single judge of 
the Federal Court may be the subject of an appeal to the Full Court of 
the Federal Court.

Appellate jurisdiction The power given to a court to hear appeals in certain matters.

Applicant The individual, organisation or corporation who/which applies to the 
Court to start legal proceedings against another person or persons. 
Also known as ‘plaintiff’ in admiralty and corporations matters and in 
some other courts. 

Application The document that starts most proceedings in the Federal Court. 

Cause of action A term used in the Federal Court’s case management system to classify 
proceedings commenced with the Court. There are sixteen main causes 
of action and five supplementary causes of action.

Cross appeal An application by a respondent in an appeal also seeking a review of the 
lower court or tribunal decision and made in response to the appeal. A 
cross appeal is not required if the respondent is simply seeking that the 
decision of the lower court or tribunal be upheld.

Cross claim A claim made in a proceeding by one party against a co-party, such 
as the first respondent (or defendant) against the second respondent 
(or defendant). However if the claim in the proceeding is by one party 
against an opposing party, such as the respondent (or defendant) 
against the applicant (plaintiff), it is called a counter claim. A cross 
claim has to be closely connected to what is in dispute in the original 
claim or a counter claim.

Directions Orders made by the Court or a Judge in relation to the conduct of a 
proceeding. Before the trial or hearing of a matter a judge may give 
directions so that the parties involved will be properly ready. The 
directions usually set down a list of steps to be taken by the parties and 
the deadline for those steps. The steps usually involve filing of material 
and defining the issues that require a decision by the Court.

Discovery A process by which the parties involved in a legal proceeding must 
inform each other of documents they have in their possession and 
which relate to the matters in dispute between the parties. 

Docket system A system by which each case is allocated to a particular judge who 
will then see the case through to completion. In the Federal Court the 
system is called the Individual Docket System (IDS).

GLOSSARY
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