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I, Sarah Schwartz, solicitor and Legal Director at the Human Rights Law Centre affirm:

1. I am a solicitor and Legal Director at the Human Rights Law Centre. I have day to

day carriage of this matter on behalf of the Applicants and am authorised to make

this affidavit on behalf of the Applicants.

2. I make this affidavit in support of the Applicants’ Proposed Orders dated 11 January

2026.

3. Unless otherwise stated, the facts deposed to in this affidavit are within my own

knowledge.

4. Now produced and shown to me and marked “SS-1” is a bundle of documents

containing 10 pages of true copies of documents referred to in this affidavit, with

redactions applied to remove irrelevant content or matters relating to proposed or

draft communications to the court.

5. References in this affidavit to page numbers are references to page numbers within

the exhibit SS-1.

Correspondence between the parties regarding a new designated area 

6. At 4.18 PM on 31 December 2025, Laura Godfrey of the Victorian Government

Solicitors Office (VGSO), solicitors for the Respondents, sent an email to me stating

that the VGSO was obtaining instructions regarding “the prospect of the Assistant

Commissioner making a new designated area declaration”. A true copy of this

correspondence is at pages 5-6.

7. At 1:22 PM on 1 January 2026, in response to an email from myself consenting to an

extension to midday 5 January 2026, Laura Godfrey sent an email to me stating that

the Respondents sought an extension until 4pm on 5 January 2026 “to enable us

sufficient time to obtain the instructions detailed in our email”. A true copy of this

correspondence is at pages 7-8.

8. At 6.22 PM on 2 January 2026, I replied to Laura Godfrey by email stating matters

including that if a new declaration was made “the Applicants will oppose any

application by the Respondents to vacate the hearing dates on 15-16 January”. A

true copy of this correspondence is at page 9.

9. At 2:10 PM on 7 January 2026, Laura Godfrey sent an email to me which contained

matters including that “the Declaration the subject of this proceeding will end” and “a

new decision will be made”. A true copy of this correspondence is at page 10.
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10. At 6.43 PM on 7 January 2026, after filing and serving the Applicant’s evidence and

submissions in the matter, I sent an email to Laura Godfrey stating that if the

Applicants applied to vary the timetable or vacate the hearing dates, that I expect to

receive instructions to oppose that application. A true copy of this correspondence is

at page 11.

11. At 11.36 AM on 8 January 2026, Laura Godfey sent an email to me which included a

statement that “a new decision will be made”. A true copy of this correspondence is

at page 12.

12. At 2:29 PM on 8 January 2026, Laura Godfrey sent an email to me that included the

statement that “the First Respondent made a decision to end the Declaration the

subject of this proceeding” and that “consideration is being given to a new

Declaration being made by the First Respondent” but they did not have “any firm

instructions on the timing of any such new Declaration”. A true copy of this

correspondence is at page 13.

13. At 4:37 PM on 9 January 2026, Laura Godfrey sent an email to me informing the

Applicants of a Notice published in the Victorian Government Gazette and a

summary of proposed orders to be sought by the Respondents at the case

management hearing on 12 January 2026. A true copy of this correspondence is at

page 14.

14. At 8:13 PM on 9 January 2026, I sent an email to Laura Godfrey requesting the

precise terms of the proposed orders sought at the case management hearing to

enable the Applicants to “consider [their] position, seek instructions and formulate

[their] own proposed orders if necessary”. A true copy of this correspondence is at

page 15.

15. As at the time of this affidavit, I have not received a response from the solicitors for

the Respondents to that request.
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Affirmed by Sarah Schwartz

at Melbourne

in Victoria

on 11 January 2026

Before me:

)

)

)

)

)

Signature of deponent

Signature of witness

Monique Hurley, Australian Legal Practitioner 

In accordance with section 27(1 A) of the Oaths and Affirmations Act 2018 this affidavit 

was signed and sworn or affirmed by the deponent by audio visual link and the 

authorised affidavit taker has used a scanned or electronic copy of the affidavit and not 

the original in completing the jurat requirements. 







Laura Godfrey | Senior Solicitor

​Victorian Government Solicitor’s Office
         

Level 25, 121 Exhibition Street, Melbourne VIC 3000

Read the latest VGSO publications | Follow VGSO on LinkedIn | www.vgso.vic.gov.au

​We acknowledge the traditional Aboriginal owners of country throughout Victoria and pay our respect
to them, their culture and their Elders past and present.
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