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Rush quits arts academy

XCLUSIVE
JONATHON MORAN

ACADEMY Award-winning
actor Geoffrey Rush yester-
day stood down as president
of the Ausltralian Academy of
Cinema, Television and Arts
(AACTA) in the wake of alle-
gations of “inappropriate
behaviour™ levelled against
him by a female co-star.

Rush will no longer attend
the annual AACTA Awards in
Sydney on Wednesday, and
preducers of the live television

330

" ., broadcast have
7 \ scrapped a
video introdus-
tion to the
night that he
filmed with
Rebel  Wilson
lastweek.
"AACTA
Rush. acknowledges
the  decision
today of Geoflrey Rush to vol-
untarily step aside as president
of AACTA and accepls and
respexcts his decision to do so
AACTA said in a statement.
“We have been deeply con-

AP |
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LS /

cemed about the situation
and support a course of action
that hoth respects Geoffrev's
rghts to the presumption of
innocence and due process,
but also acknowledges gond
corporate governance in these
circumstances.”

The Sunday Telegraph can
reveal the allegations against
Rush  which he has repeat-
adly denied-  caused a major
shake-up of the AACTA board

Faxtel executive director of
felevision Brian Walsh has
written to the board to notify it
of hisresiznation.

Others on the hoard include
Noni Hazlchurst. Alan Finney.
Margaret Pomeranz and Mark
Morrissey

Foxtel and Channcl 7 are
the broadcast partners of the
cvent and are understood to
have contacted AACTA on
Friday with concerns about
Rush’s position as head of the
organisation as well as his

the situation. a Channel 7
spakeswoman said.

Rush, 66, has strongly de-
nied accusations of repeatedly
inappropriately touching a cast
member during The Sydnev
Theatre Company’s stage pro-
duction of King Lear. which
ran from November 2015 to
January 2016.

It is understood the alleged

id| at times occurred in

participation in the y.

“We were jointly con-
cerned  aboul sending (he
wrong message to the com-
munily and brought everyone
back to the table to consider
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full view of the audience in the
Roslyn Packer Theatre.

The STC confirmed a com-
plaint was made afler the pro-
duction came toan end.

While the actor whe filed
the comp!aint has asked not to
be named, two of her fellow ac-
tors have come out in support
of her, including King Lear co-
star Meyne Raoul Wyalt.

“I was in the show.” Wyatt
wrote on social media after The
Dailv  Telegraph broke the
story. T believe (the person)
who has come forward.”

A Sunday Telegraph jour-
nalist attempted to contact
Rush at his Melbourne home
vesterday, where hiswife, actor
Jane Menclaus. would not
comment.

Tickets and information at mjrpresents.com
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Cruel end
as system
falls kids

ﬂNHA (AlBWEll
STATE POLITICAL EDITOR

THERE has been a dramatic
rise in the number of children
commiltting suicide after com-
ing into contact with the NSW
child safety system, according
to a shocking new report.

The government has been
alerted to the horror statistic
that, in 2016, 11 children aged
between 13 and I7 and known
by the Department of Families
and Community  Services
(FACS) committed suicide. In
the three years prior, that
number had been steady at
around five deaths per year.
Family Services Minister Pru
Goward declared the govern-
ment must “continuously im-
prove its child safety systems
to keep vulnerable children
and young prople safe”

The report into the deaths
of the children known by the
child safety system noted that
all but one of the victims had
experienced childhood trauma
including “physical abuse,
domestic violence and sexual
assault” but that despite this
FACS did nol recognise the
children needed help.

“FACS did not recognise
the children asbeing in need of
carcand support and therefore
we missed opportunities to
understand the risk their bo-
haviour posed to other child-
ren and themselves,” the Child
Deaths Annual Report said.

It detailed how the warning
signs existed: “A number of the
children were suffering from
mental health problems prior
to their death. Reported con-
cerns were about risk-taking
behaviour. such as problematic
substance use and self-harm.
Several of the children had
made a previcus suicide at-
tempt or had made threats to
end their life.”

It comes as statewide figures
show that of all children across
the state identified in the past
vear as being at risk of signifi-
cant harm, just one in three
were assessed face-to-face by
caseworkers. In October. Cor-
oner Harriet Graeme  con-
sidering the suicide of a 13-
year-old boy known to FACS
——warned the government the
system was in “ongoing crisis”

That boy had been reported
to FACS multiple times. but
was not adequately followed up
before his 2013 death. Coroner
Graeme said in his findings: “It
is more than a sad state of af-
fairs. it is an ongoing crisis.
Time after time this court grap-
ples with the under-resourced
Department of Families and
Community Services™

Orange Is The New Black actor
Yael Stone and (inset) as
Moretto and (above right)
Geoffrey Rush.

Maln Picture: Stephen Cooper

GLY OPEN
SECRET IS
CENTRE

STAGE

TV and theatre star's warning

JOHATHON MORAN

ACCIAIMED Australian actor and
Svdney Theatre Company regular
Yael Stone savs the “truth is hitting
home™ after complaints of inappropri-
ate conduct in the local entertainment
industry exposed a culture which has
been an ugly “open secret”.

Stone  who stars in the popular
US series Orange Is The New Black --
savs “clear guidelines” and “well estab-
lished, protected systems™ must be put
in place to safeguard actors

The comments follow legendary
actor Geoffrey Rush standing down as
president of the Australian Academy
of Cinema. Television and Arts in the
wake of allegations of “inappropriate
behaviour™ towards a female co-star
during the STC's recent production of
King Lear.

Rush has vchemently dcnud the

and any w
“The scale of this unspoken culture,
and the abuse of power manifested in
sexual agpression. shouldn't really
come as a surprise.” Stone, 32, said.

“But the fact that we have collec-
tively Kept an open secret like this for
so long is inherently shocking.

“Now we are discovering that this
culture also exists in Australia. the
truth is hitting home, and it hurts.”

Stone has done several shows with
the §STC including Frankenstien,
Ellingand Honour.

She was set Lo be part of its 2018
<cason until she fell pregnant.

Stone said social media’s #metoo
movement. which has gathered steam

after allegations of sexual miscon- £

duct were levelled at Hollywood “We have reviewed poli-
producer Harvey Weinstein, . cies and procedures in
hasmeant poswer “imbalance™ ¢ placeand that includes edu-
is no longer “enough to keep ‘»' ¢ cating actors when they
less powerful victims silent”. . come into the company
~Some of those accused of F% about our intolerance of inap-
inappropriate  behav- propriate behaviour.whothey |
iour have never con- should speak to and en- |
sidered their couraging them to !
manner of operat- speak up” executive
ing unsavoury or director of the STC '
upsetting.  be- Patrick McIntyre said

.“

SCOUTS’ GIRLS GUIDE

“hello gentlemen™ should
have been told to avoid re-  be avoided and wams
against  calling female
and “girls” to ensure that Scouts “ladies”.

The advice has come to
light just a week after it was

Official guidelines in- revealed that the Girl
struct leaders to use “gen-  Guides in the UK now all-
der-neutral” phrases such  ows boys who believe they
as “hello, everybody™ when  are female to share chang-
ing rooms and toilets with
They also say the phrase  girls while camping.

SCOUT leaders in the UK
ferring to children as “boys™

transgender members are
not offended.

addressing Scout troops.

VI-TREORNIVA

Brldgene van Leuven.

cause the culture has fostered it.”
she wrote in a picce yesterday for
the Guardian.

“For those on the receiving end.
it is so hard for a less experienced
person to say “stop’ when the world
you're trying to break into keeps
saying ‘this is normal’,

“We create the normal. and we
are responsible for it”

Stone says thal some people as-
sume that the “creative arts™ is a
“space where it's impossible to kecp
interpersonal and power dynamics
healthy”,

But she says that is wrong.

“As these issues come to light
more publicly, both at home in Aus-
tralia and abroad, | have great faith
that the major storytelling houses

and all workplaces  will take
the opportunity to examine their
culture, and foster an environment
in which everyone can feel safe.”
shesaid,

The Daily Telegraph last weck
revealed the STC had revised its

HR policies in the wake of the

My complainl against Rush.

Children get the run of the House

IT has hosted some of the bigyest
names in entertainment but next
vear. the Sydney Opera House will
be home to a 78-slorey trechouse
and a billionaire boy.

Australia’s cultural icon has a
goal to host the bipgest showcase
of children’s entertainment in the
country. Bridgette Van Leuven,
Head of Children. Families and
Creative Learning. said: *It is our

fervent belief and desire to treat
our younger audience with the re-
spect they deserve and present
shows of world renown for them
toenjov.”

The Opera House first began
programming for children in 1977.
four years after it first opened.
“Four decades on, our program
reaches 650,600 young people
and their families vach year and is

a foundation for learning and in-
spiring the next generation of in-
novators, creators and future
leaders.” Ms Van Leuven said.

The 2018 Children’s program
includes the stage adaptation of
Andy Griffiths and Terry Den-
lon’s bestseller The 78-Storey
Trechouse and the production of
David Walliams® hit book Billion-
aire Boy. among many others.
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2017 AACTA awards: Aussie stars speak out on abuse cover-up | Daily Telegraph Page 1 of 8
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AACTA Awards: Stars of stage
and screen urge industry to
tackle cancer of sexual
harassment

Karlie Rutherford & Kris Crane, The Daily Telegraph

December 5, 2017 1:2¢pm @ @

Subscriber only

AUSTRALIA’s version of the Oscars has been hit by a last-
minute plot twist that has put the dark side of the
entertainment industry squarely in the spotlight.

The Australian Academy of Cinema and Television Arts (AACTA) Awards
are supposed to be a celebration of local film and television, with honour
and homage paid to the giants of stage and screen, but the question many
were asking as the show kicked off yesterday was — how will this story
end?

https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/entertainment/sydney-confidential/aactas-marred-... 19/01/2018
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Oscar winner Geoffrey Rush has been stood down as AACTA president. Picture: Jordan
Strauss/Invision/AP

This year’s event has been overshadowed by a series of sexual harassment
and bullying allegations levelled at some of entertainment’s biggest stars
following Hollywood’s earth-shaking Harvey Weinstein scandal.

Actor, writer and director Josh Lawson said the industry was in transition
and would emerge stronger.

“I think like a lot of people. I stand beside all victims ... and I look forward
to the new normal where anyone of any gender can work without
intimidation and fear and on equal footing and equal pay,” he said at
yesterday’s AACTA luncheon.

v
AWARDS
PRONEHIAL DY f r
dney.com ontel

B STAR

https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/entertainment/sydney-confidential/aactas-marred-... 19/01/2018
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. STETRETE T W FRLG i
. « o fox
Josh Lawson said the industry will emerge Walking Dead star Callan McAuliffe worked

stronger. Picture: Ben Rushton with Rush and described him as a gentleman.
Picture: Richard Dobson

“It’s like cutting out a tumour, it’s messy, it’s bloody and ultimately we will
be better for it.”

Among the figures in the spotlight is AACTA president and Oscar winney
Geoffrey Rush who has stood down from his position after being accused of
“inappropriate behaviour” towards a female co-star during a recent stage
production of King Lear. A claim he strongly denies.

TV presenter Don Burke is also facing allegations he denies and dozens of
other well-known figures are expected to be accused of misconduct.

At yesterday’s ceremony winners of production categories were announced
in advance of tomorrow’s awards night, but the mood was subdued. Rush’s
fellow AACTA board member, respected film critic Margaret Pomeranz,
refused to walk the red carpet or enter the media room after winning Best
Female Presenter and ignored requests for interviews.

https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/entertainment/sydney-confidential/aactas-marred-... 19/01/2018
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Margaret Pomeranz refused to walk the red carpet, enter the media room and ignored
requests for interviews. Picture: Richard Dobson

Actor and fellow board member Noni Hazlehurst refused to comment,
while Susie Porter said she respected Rush’s decision to step down.

Walking Dead star Callan McAuliffe, who worked with Rush on Hollywood
film The Book Thief, threw his support behind the actor, whom he
described as a gentleman.

But he also revealed he’d been subjected to sexual harassment during his
career without naming the perpetrator.

“It has happened to me before which is uncomfortable. People grope you,”
the 22-year-old said. “I certainly wouldn’t call myself a victim.

MORE: ACTORS SUPPORT WOMAN WHO COMPLAINED OF
TOUCHING

MORE: RUSH DENIES ACCUSATION OF ‘INAPPROPRIATE
BEHAVIOUR’

“I am not a victim of anything so severe as what we are hearing about now.
But, you get the hug which lasts too long. Or someone taps you in a place
where you would not tap someone else.”

https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/entertainment/sydney-confidential/aactas-marred-... 19/01/2018
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Actor Hunter Page-Lochard, who appeared with Rush in Bran Nue Dae,
said while he would not comment on Rush’s specific allegations because “I
don’t know anything personally” he supported people speaking out about
inappropriate conduct.

3 ! mé:l!ﬂmlm

ACTA

Actor Hunter Page- Lochard is supporting : 80c Words star Melina Vidler is throwing her

people speaking out. Picture: Richard Dobson support to women across the world telling their
stories. Picture: Lisa Maree Williams/Getty
Images
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/entertainment/sydney-confidential/aactas-marred-... 19/01/2018
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ABC host Julia Zemiro also refused to comment on Rush, but said abuse
was rampant in the industry.

“If you are a woman you are not shocked by men behaving poorly,” she
said.

“I've not had a hideous time of it. I am extremely proud of the women ...
who are speaking out. We have to start calling out behaviours when they

happen.”

COEVTAENT

/ p
AACTA
AW AR D

s v foxte

AR

"% ABC host Julia Zemiro wouldn’t comment on (¥ Emma Booth says she is aware inappropriate
Rush but agreed abuse was rampant in the behaviour goes on and described the movement
industry. Picture: Richard Dobson as a ‘beautiful change’. Picture: Richard Dobson

Melina Vidler, who won a Logie for her role in 800 Words, threw her
support behind the women across the globe telling their stories: “It’s really
difficult to say because you don’t want to tell your mother or your husband,
let alone the world ... it shows how resilient women are.”

https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/entertainment/sydney-confidential/aactas-marred-... 19/01/2018
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Actress Susie Porter.

There was a notable absence of discussion on the issue of the day from the
presenters and award winners, however, AACTA did announce its
collaboration with Women in Film and Television in NSW (WIFT),
supporting an industry forum next week to address harassment.

A poll released last month by WIFT revealed 58 per cent of respondents
have experienced sexual harassment in the workplace.

https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/entertainment/sydney-confidential/aactas-marred-... 19/01/2018
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TV chiefs
at centre
of Rush

departure

SALLY RAWSTHORNE

FOXTEL and Channel7 forced
the Australian Academy of
Cinema. Television and Arts to
take a stand on Geoffrev Rush
after allegations of inappropri-
ale behaviour were levelled
against the superstar.

The networks took the ex-
{raordinary measure of writing
a joint letter to AACTA chief
executive Damian T'rewhella.
leading to Rush (pictured) step-
ping down as president of tbc
org: over the week

“The entertainment indus-
try .. is under intense scrutiny

in relation to al-
legations of un-
\ acceptable
behaviour by
individuals  in
all areas of our
businesses,”
Foxtel
Peter Tonagh
and Seven's di-
rector of propramming Angus
Ross wrate. “Both of our com-
panies take very seriously the
importance of having a safe
and trusted work environment
for our employecs, The reason
for this letter is to ensure that
any organisation with which
we arc associated lakes the
same approach and adheres to
the same principles.”

e Daily Telegraph under-
stands the letter was sent on
Friday, a day alter thc AACTA
board met for crisis talks.

Foxtel executive director of
lelevision Rrian Walsh re-
signed from his post on the
board after that meeting.

“We are concerned that the
current events affecting the in-
dustry mzv impact on the in-
teprity of the awards broadcast
next Wednesday night” the
Foxtel-Seven letter read

“Foxtel and Seven seek as-
surance every effort will be
mad to ensure that next Wed-
nesday mght’s event is one of
celebration for achicvement in
fiim and television. To that end
weareconcerned to ensure the
board  expresses  AACTA's
weneral condemnation of inap-
propriate behaviour by anyone
associated with the industry.”
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Stars of stage and screen urge industry

KARLIE RUTHERFORD
& KRIS CRANE

AUSTRALIA's version ol the
Oscars has been hit by a last-
nnnute plot twist that has put
the dark side of the entertain-
ment industry squarcly in the
spotlight.
The Australian Academy
of Cinema and Television
Arts (AACTA) Awards arc

. supposed to be a celebra-

tion of local film and tele-
vision. with honour and
homaye paid Lo the piants of
stapc and screen, but the ques-
lion many were asking as the
show kicked off yesterday was
how will this story end?
This year's evenl has been

avershadowed by a series of
sexual harassment and bully-
ing allegations levelled at
some of entertainment’s big-
gest stars following Hollv-
wood's earth-shaking Harvey
Weinstein scandal.

Actor, writer and director
Jo:h Lawson sai¢ the industry
was in transition and would

stronger

“I think likea lot of people.
1 stand beside all victims
and I look forward to the new
normal where anvonc of any
gender can work without in-
timidat:on and fear and on
ajuai footing and equal pay,”
he saui at vesterdav's AACTA
luncheon

“It’< like culting out a tu-

mour, it’s messy, it's hloody
and ultimately we will be bet-
terforit.”

Among the figures in the
spollight 1s AACTA president
and Oscar winner Geoftrey
Rush who has stood down
from his position afier being
accused of “inappropriate be-
haviour” lowards a female co-
star during a recent stage
production of King Lear A
claim he strongly denies.

TV presenter Don Burke is
also facing allegations he de-
nies and dozens of other well-
knowr: figures are expected to
be accused of misconduct.

At yosterdav's ceremony
winners of production catego-
ries were anncunced in ad-

vance of tomorrow's awards
night. but the mood was sub-
dued. Rush’s fellow AACTA
board member. respected film
critic Marparet Pomeranz, re-
fused towalk the red carpet or
enter the media room afler
winning Best Female Presen-
ter and ienored requests for
interviews

Actor and fellow board
member Noni Hazlehurst re-
fused to comment. while Susic
Porter said she respected
Rush'’s decision to step down

Walking Dead star Callan
McAuliffe, who worked with
Rush on Hallvwood film The
Book "Thief. threw his support
behind the actor, whom he de-
scribed as a gentleman. Bul he

nici
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Ctsvalldis you haveto.
Jstand behind the right

to tackle cancer of harassment

also revealed he'd been sub-
Jjected to sexual harassment
during his career without
naming the perpetrator.

“It has happened to me be-
fore which is uncomfortable.
People grope you” the 22-
year-old said “I certainly
wouldn't call myself a victim.

“I am not a victim of any-
thing 50 severe as what we are
hearing about now. But, you
get the hug which lasts too
fang. Or someone taps you in
a place where you would not
tap someone else.”

Actor Hunter Page-Loch-
ard, who appeared with Rush
in Bran Nue Dae, said while he
would not comment on Rush's
specific allegations because “1

| also used to model

".so I've seenit thcrc.

don’t know anything person-
ally” he supported. people
speaking out about inappro-
priate conducl.

ABC host JuliaZemiro also
refused to comment on Rush,
but said abuse was rampant in
the industry.

“If you are a woman you
are not shocked by men be-
having poorly,” shesaid.

“I've not had a hideous
time of it. 1 am extremely
proud of the women .. who
are speaking out. We have to
start calling out behaviours
when they happen.”

Melina Vidler, who won a
Logie for her role in 800
‘Words. threw her support be-
hind the women across the

It s not somethmg

globe telling their stories: “IU's
really difficult to say because
you don’t want to tell your
mother or your husband, let
alone the world ... it shows
how resilient women are.”

There was a notable ab-
sence of discussion on the
issue of the day from the pre-
senters and award winners,
however, AACTA did an-
nounce its collaboration with
Women in Film and Television
in NSW (WIFT), supporting
an industry forum next week
toaddress harassment.

A poll released last month
by WIFT revealed 58 per cent
of respondents have experi-
enced sexual harassment in
theworkplace,
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Mercedes
rage led
to death

A WOMAN who [atally
stabbed her cousin after a pro-
longed argument over the use
of her car was yesterday found
guilty of mansiaughter.
Katherine Abdallah, 37,
claimed she had acted in self-

defence when she killed Suzie
Sands townhouse on February
9, 2013. However, alter almost
five days of deliberations, a
NSW Supreme Court jury
slaughter, before her bail was
revoked and the case put over
to December
13.  Abdallah 9
£
faced a mur- ; 4:\
der trial but w
was found
guilty of the L
charge of e
manslaughter Abdallah.
and jailed in
May 2015 for at least eight
that year, she successfully
challenged her conviction and
was ordered to face a second
trial. The Crown contended
was not self-defence but a con-
tinuation of a series of violent
acts by Abdallah that day after
she became angry at her cous-
COMMON sense and dam
manuals were ignored by flood
land’s deadly 2011 deluge, ac-
cording to a class-action
lawsuit aiming to secure hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in
Launched in Sydney yester-
day, the case comes nearly
seven years after thousands of
homes and businesses in Bris-
were inundated by swirling,
muddy floodwaters. When the
gates of Wivenhoe Dam, west
of Brishane, were opened on
reached an extraordinary rate
of 7464 cubic metres per sec-
ond-— more than double what
itwas only nine hours earlier.

Sarkis, 21, at her Brighton-Le-
found Abdallah guilty of man-
originally

less  serious N
years and three months, Later
during the retrial the stabbing
in for using her new Mercedes.
engineers during Queens-
damages for victims.

bane and surrounding areas
January 11, the water released

The Lifes fﬁ/e
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Rush ‘just
playful":
Director

JACGK HOUGHTON

THE director of a Sydney play
at the centre of daims actor
Geoffrey Rush “inappropriate-
ly touched™ a co-star yesterday
backed the Oscar winner. say-
ing his plmfulnws was part
of his “great artistry”*
However director

know the full details of the al-

leged inci-
g dent. “In mv =
‘. k time in all
Corinl the weeks
2 andmonths
f of rehearsal
X, . and perform-
Vi ance, | saw ab-
solutely
Armfleld. nothing other
than an artist
at the top of his form leading a
company  with
plavfulness and great artistry.”

Neil Ammficld told ABC pre-
senter Fran Kelly “(Thealiepa-
tion) is not (sexual in nature). It
is inappropriate behaviour.”

A stunned Kelly followed
up by asking if he knew details
of the allegation. “No. I do
not.” Armfield replied.

Spacey was
sex suspect

PRODUCTION on the 1995
film The Usual Suspects was
shut down for two days afier
actor Kevin  Spacev  was
accused of “inappropriate sex-
ual behaviour.” his co-star
Gabridl Bvre has revealed.

Byrnc said Spacev was
accused of sexual misconduct
by a voung actor. but he did
not know the full extent.

“1 mean. he was kind of a
joke in that pcoplc would say
“Thal's Kevin' hut nobody
really understood the depth of
his predations,’ Bvre said.

Byrne labelled Spacey a
“bully like movie mogul
Harvey Weinstein.

hi s

Neil -é%

Armfield conceded he did not {43

STAGE DRAMA

o

J'

| Best lead actvoss winner Emma Booth
| on the red carpet before her AACTA

| triumph. Picture: Richard Dobson

*Avatiable fo new TPG Moblle

The Daily Tel

ALISON STEPHENSON
& RIS CRANE

WOMEN speaking oul against
abuse and harassment in the en-
tertainment industry were last
night hailed as “pioneers™ while
.. two more big names revealed
they had also been victims.

The revelations came as the
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Rush ‘just
playful’:
Director

JACK HOUGHTON
THE director of a Svdney play

Geoffrev Rush “inappropriate-
Iy touched” a co-star yesterday
backed the Oscar winner. say-
ing his “plavfulness” was part
of his “great artistry”

However director Neil

know the full details of the al-

ﬂ Y time in all /

S .ﬁ the weeks §i

A and months
i of rchearsal

L9 h and perform-

’ A, ance. | saw ab-

solutely
Armfield. nothing other
than an artist
at the top of his form leading a
company with respect and
playfulness and great artistry.”
Neil Armficld told ABC pre-
senter Fran Kelly. “(The allega-
tion) is not (sexual in nature). It
is inappropriate behaviour.”

A stunned Kelly followed
up by asking if he knew details
of the allegation. “No. I do
not.” Armfield replied.

Spacey was
sex suspect

PRODUCTION on the 1995
film The Usual Suspects was
shut down for two days after
actor Kevin Spacey was
accused of “inappropriate sex-
ual behaviour.” his co-star
Gabriel Byrne has revealed.

Byrne said Spacey was

d of sexual mi |
by a young actor, but he did
not know the full extent.

“I mean. he was kind of a
joke in that people would say,
“That's Kevin/ but nobody
really understood the depth of
his predations.” Byrne said.

Bvrne labelled Spacey a
“bully” like movie mogul
Harvey Weinstein.

v

at the centre of claims actor

Armfield conceded he did not V<iy

leged  inci- |3
P dent. “In my ‘.";%
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The code of silence that allowed arts industries to ignore complaints is over, writes Rosemary Neill

A recent report from California's San Diego State University showed that women accounted for just
7 per cent of directors attached to the 250 top-grossing Hollywood films last year. In a telling
comparison, this figur-e was two percentage points lower than it had been in 1998, almost two
decades before.

In Australia, the prospects for female feature film directors during the past 47 years were only
moderately better. Screen Australia statistics reveal women comprised 16 per cent of local film
directors between 1970 and this year (though that figure is increasing because of the screen
agency's recent, if sometimes contentious, affirmative action programs).

To put this in perspective, women are more likely to be accepted into the air force than they are to
secure film directing gigs. (Women filled 19 per cent of jobs in the RAAF last year.) Yet unlike the
military, the movie business promotes itself as inherently, unimpeachably progressive — early
adopters of everything from gay marriage to wheatgrass shots; among the first to call out Donald
Trump's grossly offensive comments about women on the Access Hollywood bus.

Even so, it has often seemed as if the more women complained about the celluloid ceiling, the less
Hollywood — and film industries here and in Europe — were prepared to listen. Now, however, the
tsunami of sexual harassment, assault and inappropriate behaviour allegations is engulfing some of
the arts and screen industry's most powerful men, including Australia's Don Burke and Geoffrey
Rush, who have both firmly denied the claims of misconduct.

Nonetheless, the ever-widening scandals are casting women's lack of career progress in a new,
harsher light: It's only logical to assume that if an industry like Hollywood treats young actresses like
glorified escorts — sending them off to job interviews with producers wearing bathrobes, expecting
them to cop groping or indecent exposure as part of the job — then that industry is unlikely to take
seriously women's broader career aspirations.

As the tidal wave of complaints about internationally influential figures (Harvey Weinstein, Kevin
Spacey, Brett Ratner, Roger Ailes, Matt Lauer) shows little sign of receding, the arts and screen
industries' dirtiest secret is being exposed: in the 21st century, there is no equivalent sector, apart
from the sex industry, in which young people are so exploited for the sexual gratification of older,
powerful men.

Megan Riakos, the president of Women in Film & Television NSW, says "there is an absolute link"
between this diminished view of women, and their lack of career progress as, say, film directors or
cinematographers. "l think it's an inextricable link. If you are objectifying women and you don't have
that respect, you are unlikely to facilitate their careers in a meaningful way. That's 100 per cent a
problem." Deb Verhoeven, a former chief executive of the Australian Film Institute and an associate
dean with the University of Technology -Sydney's faculty of arts and social sciences, tells Review:
"Sexual harassment and assault are -defining features of all film industries around the world and
Australia is no exception.
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"When we talk about a culture of silence around sexual pred-ation, what we really mean is that
these crimes and behaviours are rarely prosecuted ... Sexual discrimination and crimes in the
Australian film industry are widely discussed- by those who are harmed by them (mostly women),
but their experiences are seldom- taken seriously.” Until now.

This week, WIFT is holding a groundbreaking forum in Sydney that will discuss implementing a
sexual harassment code of ethics for the local screen industry. It also will canvass how to empower
witnesses to report harassment and bullying. Normally, such an event would be a case of preaching
to the converted. But in the current charged climate, major players are taking notice and taking part.
Foxtel, Screen Australia, the Australian Academy of Cinema and Television Arts. and Screen
Producers Australia plan to -attend the event.

Riakos says the initiative was sparked by the slew of sexual- misconduct allegatlons including
rape, made against former Hollywood kingpin Weinstein (who denies engaging in non-consensual
acts). She says the forum's objective is to "break the culture that encourages this kind of
harassment".

If real change is to occur, the arts and screen industries must confront another uncomfortable
question: is there something about these industries that encourages an unusually high level of
sexual harassment and intimidation?

Given the sheer volume of revelations made since The New York Times broke the Weinstein story
two months ago, the answer is an -unequivocal yes. The Los Angeles Police Department- is
investigating 28 sex-crime cases linked to Hollywood, while a further 37 cases are being looked at
in other US jurisdictions. Police in Boston and London are investigating three sexual-assault-
allegations, involving male victims, against Oscar-winning actor Spacey. London's Old Vic theatre
recently found that Spacey, the theatre's former artistic director, was involved in 20 cases of alleged
"inapprop-riate behaviour" between 1995 and 2013.

In Australia, former top-rating gardening guru Burke is facing multiple allegations of sexual
misconduct — which he denies — from women working inside and outside the screen industry.

The Sydney Theatre Company says it received- a complaint that Oscar-winning actor Geoffrey
Rush engaged in "inappropriate -behaviour" during a 2015-16 production of King Lear — a charge
Rush vehemently denies. Other claims have been made about the Nine Network's past blokey,
boozy culture — former program host Kerri-Anne Kennerley told news.com.au last week that an
ex-network executive exposed his genitalia at an office party in the 1990s. "He literally pulled out
his old fella and put it on the Channel 9 bar in front of the work-experience girl,” she said.

In the wake of the Weinstein scandal, former broadcast journalist Tracey Spicer tweeted that she
was investigating harassment and abuse in the media and entertainment industries. Within weeks,
she received calls and emails from about 500 women identifying 65 men who were allege-d "serial
offenders"”.

Preliminary findings from a survey by the Media Entertainment & Arts Alliance’s Actor-s Equity
division found that 40 to 60 per cerit of Australian actors had been sexually -harassed. Forty per
cent of those actors report-ed the harassment, but most said there was no response, or an
unsatisfactory response.

What are the factors that have allowed harassmen-t in the arts, media and screen industries — and
an attendant code of silence — to persist for decades, even as other male-domin-ated professions
faced pressure to clean up their acts?

WIFT's Riakos says the wall of silence that can entrench harassment "has a lot to do with the
freelance, uristable nature of the work". Many actors or directors only gained breakthrough jobs
after years of sacrifice. This meant "the stakes were really high" when it came to making a
misconduct complaint against a powerful figure.

Jane Hansen, a formér journalist and co-author- of Boned, a satirical novel that took aim at
commercial TV's unrepentant sexism, recentl-y: wrote of surviving life as a war corresponde-nt —
and of having someone expos-e his penis to her in a television boardroom. Writing in The Sunday
Telegraph, she argued- that harassment in TV was fuelled by "an appalling sense of entitlement.
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Like kids in a lolly shop, it is an industry where powerful men hold the strings to the hopes of so
many vulnerable, beautiful and talented young women.

"The temptation to abuse such power is too much for some, but when such men form an
impene-trable club ... rewarding bad behaviour with promotions, those who wish to stand up to it do
not have a chance." Another factor that militates against calling out abusive behaviour is the
high-risk economics surrounding film and TV projects.

Stage and screen actress Jacqueline McKenzie told The Australian last week she had endured
"sexual- harassment, bullying, groping, lascivious comments and unwanted advances" while
working here and overseas. On the two occasions- she complained, "the behaviour was ignored".

McKenzie, who appears in a forthcoming remake- of Romper Stomper, said entertainment
executives were incapable of being objective about harassment claims because they were terrified-
their productions could be shut down. "So often, they do not back you up because people- stand to
lose livelihoods if productions are shut down — and not just one person, but hundreds of people,”
she says, calling for an independent body to investigate screen harassme-nt cases.

The idea that artists are outliers, that the rules do not apply to them, has long had currenc-y in the
arts and entertainment worlds, and this, too, has nourished a culture of harassment and even child
abuse.

Director Roman Polanski confessed to having unlawful sex with a 13-year-old schoolgirl when he
was 43. Almost three decades later, Hollywood gave him an Oscar and a 30-second standing
ovation.

A more recent case involving Hollywood producer and director Ratner, who has directed or
produced hits including Rush Hour and X-Men: The Last Stand, and actress Olivia Munn also
speaks to the idea of powerful artists being a protected species.

In a 2010 collection of essays, Munn told of visiting the set of a Hollywood film six years earlier,
when she was an aspiring actress. As she dropped off food to the director's trailer, the directo-r —
who she didn't name — allegedly masturbated and ejaculated in front of her. In a 2011 television
interview, Ratner admitted he was the unnamed director.

He denied the masturbation claim, but said he and Munn had been dating; that he "banged her a
few times ... forgot her", so "she's bitter". Days later, in a radio interview, he admitted he had lied —
he and Munn had never dated or been intimate.

In any other industry, a man who admitted he lied to discredit a woman complaining of seriou-s
sexual abuse would be toast. Not in Hollywood. Ratner went on to produce the Oscar-winning The
Revenant (2015) and was an executive producer on the recently released children's film The LEGO
Ninjago Movie.

Last month, however, six women including Munn approached the Los Angeles Times, accusing
Ratner of sexual misconduct and harassment-. The producer and director denies the claims.

For all its self-styled progressivism, the arts and entertainment sector is surprisingly hierarchical.
The notion directors are infallible is entrenched inside the rehearsal room and this can encourage
bad behaviour.

| once asked a well-known Australian actor whether he would refuse to perform a stunt -demanded
by a director, if he considered it to be demeaning. | was thinking of one actor who had to simulate
sex with a bunch of flowers; and an actress who had to drop her knickers and sit on the loo a
couple of metres away from the audience. "But ... but ... it's the director,” stammered the actor,
suddenly sounding like an intimidated schoolboy. "You can't say no ..." The media has also
neglected its duty to challenge a culture built on unquestioned reverence for starry, bankable
names. These days, interv-iews with Hollywood directors and stars are too often interviews in name
only — they typically last about 15 minutes and difficult questions are usually banned. Through
such tight control — coupled with widespread acquiescence by journalists — a culture of scrutiny is
discouraged.

Of course, there will always be grey areas in an industry where men and women are paid to take off
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their clothes, or perform simulated sex. And, as fresh revelations of sexual misconduct come to light
almost daily, the allegations can feel relentless.

Certainly, we need a vocabulary that better distinguishes between different types of harassment.
There is a vast difference between rape and a butt cheek being pinched; between mildly
inappropriate language and Don Burke allegedly discussing the size of an Olympian's genitalia in
her own home. Yet in the current debate all transgressors tend to be treated as equally culpable.

This leads us -to the vexing case of Rush, and the accusation he denies that he engaged in
-"inappropriate behaviour" during an STC production- of King Lear. This allegation, publishe-d by
Sydney's The Daily Telegraph, generated headlines around the world, and has seen the
Oscar-winner step aside as president of screen awards body AACTA.

Yet the nature of the alleged offending is unknown- and the complainant has not been identified,
spoken publicly or gone to the police. Rush says he has not been given any details of the
"inappropriate” conduct — a source close to the STC, who did not want to be named, disputes this.

This week the production’s director, Neil Armfield, told ABC radio: "l believe a great injusti-ce is
being perpetrated.” Armfield said that, throughout the King Lear rehearsals and performances, "I
saw absolutely nothing other than an artist at the top of his form, leading a company with respect
and playfulness." A King Lear cast member has backed the complainant and the STC has
conducted an investigatio-n. However, this was carried out without Rush's knowledge, meaning he
wasn't able to defend himself. The unnamed source says the STC "followed the complainant's
wishes- and didn't involve Geoffrey, investigated it [the allegation], and now the focus is on looking
after her, which we're still doing.” The STC has been criticised for telling journalists that a complaint
was made while withholding details from the accused actor, but the source explains that "if we said
nothing and a journalist had chapter and véerse, then it would look like we were covering up. On the
other hand, we've gone to a lot of trouble to respect the complainant's position." Through his
lawyers, Rush has accused the STC of trying to "smear his name". Despite the troubling
uncertainties sur-roundin-g the case, the sense that a turning point has been reached has come
from an un-expected quarter. Conservative columnist Andre-w Bolt confessed this week he has had
an epiph-any about the importance of women occupying key roles in the screen and media
industries, so that bad behaviour is more likely to be challenged.Bolt asked what had catalysed the
change under which "so many powerful men are today being outed? One thing above all. There are
lots more women at work and in power — enough to call out the creeps:" While he opposed screen
industry quotas, the man who progressives lové to hate admitted: "l wish I'd seen what a -difference
sheer numbers would make in -bringing bastards to hieel."

--— INDEX REFERENCES ----
COMPANY: FOXTEL MANAGEMENT PTY LTD; RUSH ENTERPRISES INC; Sydney Theatre C; BRITISH
FILM INSTITUTE; SUNDAY TELEGRAPH; CROWN RESORTS LTD; NINE DIGITAL PTY LTD
NEWS SUBJECT: Assault & Battery (1AS33); Crime (1CR87); Sex Crimes (1SEQ1); Social Issues (1SO05);
Violent Crime {1VI27) o N o
INDUSTRY: Celebrities (1CE65); Eritertainment (1EN0O8); Motion Pictures (1MO51)
REGION: Americas (1AM92); Australasia (1AU56); Australia (1AU55); California (1CA98); New South Wales (
1NE75); North America (1NO39); Oceania (10C40); U.S. West Region (1WE46), USA (1US73)
LANGUAGE: English
OTHER INDEXING: (NINE NETWORK; The Daily Telegraph) (Donald .John Trump; Donald Trump; Tracey
Spicer; Deb Verhoeven; Kerri-Anne Kennerley; Neil Armfield; Olivia Munn; Kevin Spacey; Roger Ailes;
Geoffrey Rush; Jane Hansen; Brett Ratner; Rosemary NeillA; Ronian Polanskl Don Burke; Jacqueling
McKenzie; Harvey Weinstein; Matt. Lauer; Megan Riakos)
EDITION: Review
WORD COUNT: 2398
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Geoffrey Rush secures interim order to gag The Daily Telegraph's evidence 8/02/2018, 2:13 PM
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Geoffrey Rush secures interim order to gag The Daily Telegraph’s
evidence

Geoffrey Rush at s press conference in December. Picture.
AAP,

DANA MCCAULEY THE AUSTRALIAN 1:34PM February B, 2018

Geoffrey Rush has secured an interim order to suppress The Daily Telegraph s defence to his defamation claim in the Federal
Court.

There was no sign of the actor at the first hearing of the case in Sydney today.

Mr Rush’s barrister Richard McHugh SC argued against allowing even a redacted version of the defence to be given to media, after
submitting that vast slabs must be crossed out to prevent further damage to his client’s reputation.

Justice Michael Wigney deferred argument on that issue to later this month. He found that to preserve Mr Rush’s position until
then so much material would have to be redacted that it would nullify the argument that the document should be released in the
interests of the fair and open administration of justice.

Mr McHugh submitted that if the media was provided with the documents, it would allow them to publish material, based on
“rumour”, that would go further in damaging his client’s reputation than the original articles he says defamed him.

e problem is no one has ever gone close to saying anything like that,” he said.

t goes vastly beyond what was in the article ... and my client will have no redress ... It will be a fair and accurate court report, and
iy client will have no right to sue over it.”

Mr McHugh argued that some particulars of the defence may be later abandoned and that they should therefore not be made public
at this stage of the proceedings, as there was a risk that “these particulars become a vehicle through which the defendants can
further damage my client.”

Mr McHugh will also seek to have The Telegraph s defence struck out on the basis that it did not make out the truth of the
defamatory imputations his client alleged had been made about him.

He said the damage to Mr Rush’s reputation was “ongoing™ as the articles about him remained online.

Mr Rush sued Nationwide News, publisher of The Daily Telegraph, in December after it published a story detailing an
investigation into the actor by the Sydney Theatre Company over alleged sexual misconduct, along with a follow-up story and
associated social media posts.

Barrister David Sibtain appeared on behalf of Fairfax Media and Nine, arguing that the defence should be made available.

Mr Rush alleges that the newspaper made him out to be a “pervert” and “sexual predator” with the headline of its front page story,
which read “King Leet” in capital letters.
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And he alleges, in documents filed with the court, that The Daily Telegraph billboard displayed in newsagents implies that he had
“engaged in scandalously inapproptiate behaviour” and “inappropriate sexual behaviour” towards another person during the STC’s

2015 production of King Lear.

It read: “World exclusive: Geoffrey Rush in scandal claims, theatre company confirms ‘inappropriate behaviour”.”

Rush’s legal team will argue that his reputation was “irreparably damaged™ by the publication, and seek special damages including

economic damages.

The actor is also suing entertainment journalist Jonathon Moran, who broke the story.

His lawyers will argue that the stories, headlines, billboard and social media posts defamed him.

Mr Rush claims that he was forced to resign as president of AACTA following the publication of the articles.

The Daily Telegraph and The Australian share common ownership. Both newspapers are published by News Corp. Nationwide

News is a News Corp subsidiary.
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2018 Global Food Forum

Thé forum will focus on beyond China — Australia’s food opportunity in Southeast Asia,
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versus organic food.
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NBN users vote with
thieir wallets

ANTHONY KLAN

Most NBN users are opting for
slower speed packages, according
to the ACCC’s latest snapshot of
the market.
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Medibank’s out-of-
pocket reveal

SARAH-JANE TABKER

Medibank has launched an out-of
pocket cost calculator as the
industry steps up efforts to
highlight medical procedure costs.

ABC retrenches Walkley
winner

STEPHEN BROOK

She has won tliree Walkley
Awards but it seems there is no
room at the ABC for journalist
Ginny Stein.

MARGIN CALL

Catalzno calls in the big
gun ’
WIiLL GLASGOW, CHRISTINE LACY
Antony Catalano has engaged

defamation lawyer Mark O'Brién,

as a review is launched into
Domain’s working cnvironiment.

MARGIN CALL _
Minchin to join Conroy’s
book

WILL GLASGOW, CHRISTINE LACY
Liberal grandee Nick Minchin
will shortly join one time rival
Stephien Conroy at local gambling
lobby RWA.

Missing in the mini-
bounce

JAMES KIRBY

Many of thie nation’s favourite
stocks failed to shine'in today’s
recovery. falling'short of the
market’s miserly gains.
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LET JOvCE. b
KEEP HIS
JOB: WIFE

SHARRI MARKSON & KYLAR LOUSSIKIAR

NATALIE Joyce has told close friends she
wants her cheating husband Bamnaby to e B

keep his job despite the devastation his af- ’ ~ ¥ )
fair with a now pregnant young staffer has t B

caused her and their four daughters.

Trying to shake off the trauma of the
past two weeks, Mrs Joyce made her first
public appezrance since the scandal broke
on Saturday nightwhen she attended a Jux-
ury boatblrthda) party of amajor Coalition
donor on Sydney Harbour. Friends of Mrs
Joyce's said she does not want the Deputy
Prime Minister to lose his job, which is
partly why she has been hesitant to agree to
amajor media interview.

Mrs Joyce even voiced concerns about
colleagues using the family's pain to jostle
for the party’s leadership.

It comes as only one-third of Nationals
MPswereyesterday willing to publicly back
Mr Joyce as leader of the party.
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ABBOTT'S .
BIG DIG AT ‘
GLIB MAL :

SHARRI MARKSON

FORMER prime minister Tony Abbott will
today unleash a stinging rebuke of modern
Australian politics — including a thinly
veiled take-down of Malcolm Tumbulls
elitist attitude and the growing gulf between
the “talking class” and the “working class™.
Delivering a speech to the Sydney Insti-
tute tonight, Mr Abbott will deliver a brutal
assessment of Mr Tumbull’s National En-
ergy Guarantee and education policy, while
highlighting the “insiders versus outsiders”

for immigration levels to be cut to 110,000 epeated 0 ed dne e incident allegedly left he 0 ed a suppressio

people a year from 190.000, until migrants ieatre Company co-star onstage in 3 b pse orvill complalned ejecting an applicatio
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We lived
next door
to malice

NEIGHBOURS of Australian
terrorist Khaled Sharrouf have
given a scathing account of the
IS recruit’s timein Syria.
Sharrouf, 365. who packed
up his young family and trav-
elled half way across the world
to fight for the cowardly terror
group in 2013, used his broth-
er’s passport to leave Australia.
He then set up home in the
Svrian city of Ragga.
“He was so corrupt, it’s un-
believable. He was such an
outlaw.  He
was even out-
side  Islamic
law,” his
neighbour
' Abdel AzizBin
Khalafa told
ABC's  Four
Corners. Mr
Sharrouf. Bin Khalafa
remembered
the way Sharrouf exposed his
children to a violent life.
“Whenever he would step
outside here, as soon as he'd
see me, he'd carry his weapons
and fire in the air as if hewant-
ed to make a point — [ am
here, T have weapons,” Mr Bin
Khalafa said
His neighbours often com-
plained to IS about his behav-
jour and the extremists
eventually turned on him. one
time sending security to repri-
mand him at 2am.
Sharrouf and two of his
children were reportedly killed
by a US air strike last year.

Navy life not
so fulfilling

MORE than 200 men are
suing the Commonwealth,
claiming they did not receive
promised training in the navy
which was supposed to give
them a trade in civil life.
Opening the Supreme
Court class action yesterday,
the men’s barrister, Nick Kidd
SC, said their training con-
tracts were binding but were
not honoured by the Royal
Australian Navy. One man
claimed he and other recruits
posted to HMAS Kuttabul in
2011 spent a lot of time just
playing games on their phones.

L
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OSCAR winner Geoffrey Rush
allegedly touched an actress
repeatedly in a way that made
her uncomfortable and ig-
nored her requests for him to
“stop doing it”, the Federal
Court heard vesterday.

Rush's highly regarded co-
star in the Sydney Theatre
Company’s 2015-2016 pro-
duction of King Lear. Ervn
Jean Norvill. complained
about the Pirates Of The Ca-
ribbean star after he allegedly
touched her on five occa-
sions during the final week
of the play.

The court heard the
actor followed her into
the female toilets at the
after-party on the final

i night of the STC's per-
qw‘ formance of the Shake-

X smem= Speare classic and stood
outside her cubicle until

4%.:____' she told him to “F.. off”
~— = The incident aflegedly
; T = lefther*visibly upset”
e N\ Rush, 66, is suing

\ The Daily Telegraph for
its reporting of Ms Nor-
vill's complaint about al-
5 leged inappropriate
behaviour made to the Sydney
Theatre Company in 2016.
Rush denies the allegations.
Yesterday the Federal
Court lifted a suppression
order on the newspaper's de-
fence document, rejecting an
application by Rush’s lawyer
Richard McHugh. SC, to stop
the details being made public.
Upon application by Dauid
Sibtain, representing Fairfax

Media and Channel 9, Justice
Michael Wigney said fears that
releasing detals of the defence
case could further damage
Rush’s reputation were out-
weighed by the need for open
justice.

For the first time the extent
of the allegations against Rush
can now berevealed.

According to the document,
Rush touched the actress “in a
manner that made the Com-
plainant feel uncomfortable”

(LI grarou s deves
Tarompoe hetarber Grine SPey e

One of the stories at the
centre of Rush’s fegal claim.

during the play’s final scene.

As King Lear, Rush had to
carty Norvill on to the stage as
she simulated the lifeless body
of the title character’s daugh-
ter. Cordelia.

Norvill asked Rush to “stop
doing it” but it is alleged that
he repeated the touching on
another four occasions in the
final week of the STC pro-

duction’s run in January 2016.

Tom Blackburn, SC, coun-
sel for Nationwide News, pub-
lisher of The Daily Telegraph,
told the court this touching
could amount to “scandalous
and inappropriate behaviour”

“The allegation is not that
she was touched in a particular
place but she was touched in a
way that made her uncomfort-
able, She said stop and he kept
doingit.” hesaid.

Mr McHugh said Rush de-
nied the allegations.

“They are necessarily
touching as part of what the
production requires,” he said.

And he said an earlier re-
port which quoted Rush as
saving he had a “stage door
Johnny crush” on the actress
was clearly said in jest.

Mr McHugh had argued
that the newspaper's truth de-
fence should be struck out be-
cause it lacked sufficient detail.

According to The Daily
Telegraph’s defence, Rush en-
gaged in further inappropriate
behaviour at the party to cele-
brate the final night of the pro-
duction at the Walsh Bay
Kitchen, next door to the play’s
venue,

During the party for cast
and crew Rush “entered the fe-
male bathroom located in the
foyer of the Roslyn Packer
Theatre, knowing (Norvill)
was in there, and stood outside
a cubicle” that she was in.

He left when she told him to
“F...off".

She was “visibly upset” fol-
lowing the incident.

Mr Blackburn said: “There
can be no more compelling
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reason for publication than it
was true.”

According to the defence
document: “Following the in-
vestigation the STC decided
that it would never work with
the Applicant (Rush) again.”

Apart from truth, The
Daily Telegraph, is also rely-
ing on the defence of qualified
privilege in defending the
defamation case.

It argued the allegations
were “matters of proper and
legitimate public interest™ in
the wake of a string of allega-
tions concerning “sexual mis-

=.» Theallegation is ... she |
was touched in a way that made
her uncomfortable. She said
stop and he kept doing it.

Tom Blackburn, SC, counsel for Nationwide News

conduct.  bullying  and
harassment in the entertain-
ment industry” which started
with the Harvev Weinstein
scandal.

The Daily Telegraph ar-
gues it had more information
about the Rush allegations at
the time of publication but
did not include them in its

reports. This inciuded an alle-
gation that Rush had touched
Norvill on the genitals.

The defence document
stated: “that a complaint had
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been made to the STC by the
complainant (Norvill) in sub-
stance that the Applicant
(Rush) had touched her geni-
tals during the production of
King Lear without her con-
sent”

The Judge reserved his de-
cision on Mr McHugh's appli-
cation to strike out large parts
of The Daily Telegraph’s de-
fence including the entirety of
its truth defence.

Justice Wigney also re-
served his decision on Rush’s
application to stop the issuing
of a subpoena by Nationwide

iunopgs 1= a9OG=MwhAEUTade€-‘FL‘3-'?N 3000 am AEDT. Weiners dravem 2 2 Ho't Street. Surry 175, NSW, 2010 2nd v+ benict==d by telephonie o emall o» 770372012 at 10:00 am. Total prize valueis
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News on the Sydney Theatre
Company for documents re-
lating to the alleged com-
plaint.

Mr McHugh argued there-
quest for a subpoena was a
“fishing expedition™ and an
abuse of process.

Mr Rush launched the
defamation proceedings in
the Federal Court in Decem-
ber 2017, alleging The Daily
Telegraph had engaged in
“hyperbole, lies and spurious
claims” in its report of the
complaint from the actress to
the STC.
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ALP TO PUT FAIR WORK FOCUS ON LOW

+ John McGrath calls in
Paul Hogan S lawver P17}

THE BAFTAS

#exceptyou

on radical
wage plan

EWIN HIANNAN
WORKPLACE EDITOR

Bill Shorten’s | abor Party is back-
mg awey from a controversial
proposal to legislate significan
minmum wagerises, instead coi-
sidenng a pian to torce the Faii
‘Work Comnussion to give preater
weight to the needs of low-paid
workers when awarding mini-
NN wageincreases

Employers warned the new
approach, tlageed vesterday by
oppusition. workplace relations
spokesman Brendan O'Connor,
wouldsmlmsnh-vu.xdndsutjnh:

A Shorten yovernment would
um.\ldel'dmelldlh the Fair Work

\ctto changethe factors the com-
IissIon must take mto account
when determining annual in-
Cieuses, nder te dew approach

The  coinniss currently
TAKes Mo account tie pertorn-
atice and competitiveness of the
national economy. mciuding pro-
ductivity. husiness competitive-
ness anid viabniin. intlation and
=mployaent growth 1t also con-
siders the promotion of sactal
mduston through mcteased
workforce participation. relative
Hiviny standards and needs of the
tow-paia, and the prnaple of
&qual remunieration for work of
equalor comparable value

Mr O'Connor told The Aus-
tralian: *t abor still considers the
commussion tu be essential in set-
ting wages m this country. but
giveni the persistent low wase
2rowth:  we aie considering
whether the mdependent wnpire
has sutficient puidance trom
parliament to ensure workers pget
theirtair share

The  Austiahan  industy)
Group's hedad of national work
place relations policy. Stephen
Smith, warmead last mght against
changing the misimum wage
objective n the Falr Work Act

“It requires that the Fair Work

Labor finds some
coal comfort —
but not for Adani

B PACKREEAA
CLO b U AN 2

Labor has moved lo reassure
miners and unions thata
Shorten government would
continue to support existing
coalmines, while declaring
Adani’s proposed Galilee Basin
mine was financially unviable.
Opposition energy
spokesman Mark Butler,ina
speech to the Sydney Institute
last night, emphasised that
Labor remained sceptical about
thernal coal, but would
continue to support the
booming coking-coal export
industiv. The lefl-wing energy

Brendan O'Connor is one
of the most unimpressive
members of the Labor
frontbench. At least he
has seen the light
on this

particularly &
reckless idea.

JUDITH
SLOAN Po

© oSSl Stk a crerat bai-
UL CDETWOCT a Dtnber of Speaitic
tactors. MrSnnthsad.

“The commission must take
o account the neads of low-
Dt warkers as well as coonomice
actors such Gs emploviient
arowtn. business viabiiiy, con-
petiveness and inflation

‘It would not be in anvone’s
interests for the criteria in the act
{0 be skewed in favour or any one

spokesman said the outlook for
coking coal remained
“relatively robust as industry
still searches for clearer ways to
make steel” and Labor
supported the viability of
thermal coal production in
blished basins. includi
the Hunter Valley.

‘I his month Labot
trontbenchers warned Bill
Shorten that the opposition
could not be seen as “anti-coal”,
urging him to shift the Adani
debate away from “green”
issues. The Australian reported
that Labor right-wing MPs had
pushed back against the
Opposition Leader’s lurch Lo the
left on Adani, amid the poiitical
fight with the Greensin the
Batman by-election.

In the past week, MrShorten
has travelled to Queriisland,

Continued on Fage 2

workers beuu<e m-uuxia aives
tudequate weight To nusiness
viability and compehtiveniess
thousands of low-paid wurkers
couldluse their jops as A resuir.

“Ir is essential Thut the com-
mission is not hamstrung whes:
caretully weighing up all of the
relevant tactors and determining
what minimum-wage nicrease is
appropriate.”

On January 30. Mr O'Connor
said a 1abor government wouid
<onsider changing the faw to peg
the sunimum wage ¥ 4 uxn.n..
proportionof the madian w

The ACTU has propused a
iong-ferin “living wage” target of
60 per cent of the median wage.
up frens 34 e cent. ‘The curent
miniraunmw=ekly wagc i Sou3,

1w clann rejected by the Far
Work Commission last year,

Continued on Page ©
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Abbott’s call to cut migrant intake

N BENSON
TOTAL ARPAIRS EDITOK

lon v Abbort has  called on
Malcowdm Turnbull to halve Aus-
walias! Hmnn.rxtmn prosTamin a
returs 10" e Howard-era targets
and acce sed frontbench  col-
leagues of lackmg the courage to
take the 1ss 1= o6 as a Kev part of
rackline the s singcostofliving.

The {ormes “prime minister has
atso savaged e government's
Nauonal Enerey Guaranteg,
claiming it 15 ai™ examiple of the
Tow ebb’ o1 politios because it
sontnds “wondert 1l but lacks any
explanauen as to how it would
bringdown prices

Calling o1 his own covern-
ment to adop! pnncipled. practi-

LY ST

Tony Abbott

Abbott argues thar cutting the
migradon rate could be enacted
swiftly as it would not require
state and territory approval or
Senate negotiation.

In extracts of a speech to be
weiivered 1o the Sydney Institute

cal and popular policies” Ay

THE LAND ROVER
MAIN EVENT IS NOW ON

tonight and supplied to The Ans-
tralian, Mr Abbott says the immi-
gration rate should be returned to
what he claims was the long-term
average under the 1l vears of the
Howard government, at least
until infrastructure and housing
stock could catchup.

Having first raised the issue a
year ago, Mr Abbott has put firm
figures around his proposal. sug-
gesting the Turnbull government
should scale back the annual
mtake to 110,000 ayeartc address
low wage growth, housing prices
and sucial integration that he
claims have become critical issues
due to historically high mmi-
grationlevels.

“It's a basic law of econcmics
that increasing the supply of
labour depresses wages; and that

Continued on Page 2

Sisterhood turns on duchess
“for wearing green {P3}

ROSEMARY NEI L

Emerginy stage actress Eryn Jean
Norvi!l has been revealed as the
womanatthe centre ofailegations
levelled aum.:f (Jevh'ev Rush

rdan fost his n‘. to vensor The
Daily Teiegraphs defence w his
defaination cas against the
Svdney newspaper.

The Daily Telegruph s amend-
ed defence docnents. which had
previcusly beei: suppressed, in-
clude allegations Rush inappro-
priately tcuched Norvil while
they were on stage in « Sydnev
Theatre Company production of
King vvei Rush  strenuously
«<enies the «iliegations

The newspaper’s varticuiars of
qualified privilege caim Norvill

wc.n!dnu—(‘ xr;m::’l\_tbarP :
e touened her genitats do

Nationals

WOC KELL

Nationals president Larry An-
thony has convened an emergen-
¢y meeting of senior party
officials to discuss the widening
Barnaby Joyce crisis, following
pleas by former deputy prime
minister John Anderson for MPs
tc “exercise their responsibility”

.and resolve the stand-off by next

week.

The phone hook-up included
Nationals party officials from
NSW, Queensland, Victoria and
Western Australia and canvassed
the political fallout over Mr
Joyce’s affair with former staffer
and mother of his unborn child
Vikki Campion, which has
imperilled his leadership and
escalated calls for his resignation.

The Austraian understands
‘he meeting was brief and there
was no final decision made about
Mr Joyce's future. The talks
specifically discussed vesterday’s
Newspoll, which showed that
65 per cent of Australians wanted
the Nationals leader to resign tc
the backbench or leave parlia-
mentaltogether.

Michael McCormack — the

\omll the actress who
starred in King Lear

*he productian of King Lear witl:-
wut her consent”. Rush denies this
m. The actor said it had not
N raised with him bv the comi-
visinantorthe STC

ers
+ JOHN DURIE {BUSINESS P17} |

Rush, who has vehemently
denied the claims

The qualified-privilege partic-
alars alse claint Rush harassed
O throughout the pro-
and that another board
confirmed  the above

incident had occurred. In its “par-
ticulars of truth” defence—which
Rush’s lawyers have described as
“scanty” and vague — the news-
paper alleges that the actor

$3.00
TUESDAY
February 20, 2018

PRICE INCLUDES GST

4P Actress at heart of case against Rush revealed

Backdown

HEIDRUN LOHit

sation with Norvill took place.

The particulars of truth further
allegethatata closing-nightparty
for the STC cast and crew at the

touched Norvill “ina that
made the complainant feel un-
comfortzble”five times dutirg the
production’s closing week at Syui-
ney’s Roslvi Packer Thestre in
early 2016,

Rush was playing King Leac
and Norvill was portraying Cor-
delia, Lear’syoungest daughter. In
one of the play’s most famous
scenes, the ageing monarch car-
rieshis lifeless daughter across the
stage. After the first “uncomfort-
able” touch, “the complainantsaid
to the applicant, words to the
effect ‘stop doing it' . however,
the applicant repeated the con-
duct ... ontour occasions”. accord-
ingtotheaniended defence.

Rush denies that the conver-

phone a friend on Joyce crisis

McCormack

Joyee

Veterans’ Affairs Minister touted
as most likely to succeed Mr
Joyce—iuelledleadershipspecu-
lation further after repeatedly
refusing to support the Deputy
Prime Minister. He also refused
o rule out a challenge at next
Monday’s partyroom meeting
before reluctandy signalling his
perscnal support.

“There iz no challenge at the
moment,” Mr McCormack wld
Skv News.

‘Of course, there’s been talk
about what may or may not hap-
pen..butatthe moment Barnaby
Joyceis theleader of the National
party. If 1 knew what was going tc
happen this week, I'd be down at
the local racetrack betting on the

horses I knewwere goingto come
nome.”

Senior Nationals sources said
Mr Joyce commanded the sup-
port of a key bloc of MPs, includ-
ing Matthew Canavan, David
Littleproud, Nigel Scullion,
Bridget McKenzie, George
Cbristensen, Damian Drum and
Llew O'Brien.

Speaking in PyeongChang at
the Winter Olvmpics yesterday,
Ms McKenzie lent her support to
Mr Joyce, saying he “delivers for
regional and rural Australia like
nobody else”

“I support our leader,” Ms Mc-
Kenzie, the Sport Minister, said.
“This is a party that’s been deliv-
eringfor the regions for100 years.

Barnaby’s petl
project off track

The Australian Rail Track
Corporation has conceded that
Barnaby Joyce’s 1700km inland
rail project is unlikely to
generate a commercial return,
despite its off-budget treatment
as an equity investment.

FULLREPORT P4

upmarl\er Walsh Bay Kitchen
ush allegedly went
into the female toilets and “stood
outside a cubicle that ‘was occu-
pied by the complainant. The
complainant fold the applicant to
{.k off; and he then left the bath-
roum”. After this alleged incident,
the complainant was “visibiv
upset” the defence documents
state.
Rush, who vehemently denies
any allegahons of mappropnate
, launched d ion
proceedings against The Daily
Telegraph late last year, after the
newspaper published allegations
he had been the subject of an
“inappropriate behaviour” com-
plaint towards a temaic colleague
Jontinuew s Page 2

Space next froniier
for hi-tech crims

Crnamils 1 Mexien have buitta
nativnwide  enerypted  mobile
phone uetwork to shield their
phone  conversations from
authorities— and they are odds-
on to harness satellite techio-
logy to spy on law-enforcement
agencies.

US futurist and author Marc
Goodman highlighted these and
other examples of criminals
operating at the cutting edge of
techuology at a summit in Syd-

“I have been unequivocal in
my comments around Barnaby
-and his leadership and the Na-
tional party’s role in Australian
politics, so that’swhere it stands.”

MPs understood to be testing
the moods in their electorates
about the Joyce affair include
Darren Chester, Keith Pitt,
Andrew Broad, Michael McCor-
mack, Ken O'Dowd, Barry
O’Sullivan and Luke Hartsuyker.
Other MPs who have provided
qualified support for Mr Joyce in-
clude John Williams and Mi-
chelleLandry.

Continued on Page 4
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Mr Goodman is a speaker at
the three-day SingularityU Aus-
tralia Summit that looks at how
massive technological change is
shaping the world, including
crime. “There is a great quote by
GK Chesterton, who says: The
criminalisthe trueartist, and the
detective is only the critic, ” Mr
Goodman said yesterday.

IIF

1

2'771038"876219

FULLREPORTYP3

i
il
il
|

ABOVE & BEYOND



THE AUSTRALIAN,

TUESDAY. FEBRUARY 20, 20158

theaustralian.com.au

THE NATION

African street
gangs taskforce
‘afront for ALP’

STATE OF

DISORDER

EXCLUSIVE
SAMANTHA HITCHINSON

VICTORIAN POLITICAL
REPORTER

“ictoria Police’s African-Austra-
lian Community Taskforce has
comeunder scrutiny for being too
politically partisan, with members
ofthe taskforce caughtup in Face-
book posts pledging allegiance to
Labor and making disparaging
commentsabout Liberal MPs.

Amonth after South Sudanese
community leader Richard Deng
called for Malcoln Turnbull and
Home Affairs Minister Peter Dur
ton to be deported, Facebonk
posts have emerzed showing him
pledging his support to Labor

Both Mr Dieng and fellem
South Sudanese community lead-
er Kot Manoah have become two
of Victoma's most prominent
spokesmen in the wake of gang-
related events over summer.

The two have been appointed
to Victoria Police’s African-Aus-
trahan Community Taskforce to
helptackleyouth street gangs, but
concerns have cropped up as
evidence emerges of the men’s
allegedly partisan links.

In comments on a Facebook
event apparently onzanised with
Wyndham ALP organiser Emily
Yuille and in other conversations.
Mr Deng and Mr Manoah speak
of theirallegiance to Lahor and its
leader, Bill Shorten, while lavzh-
ing at disparagmg comments
made abomt state Liberal ©npo-
sition Leader Matthew Guy.

In respunse to a comment on
the Facebook page that said
“Invite Matthew Guy - we can
cook him on the BBQ.” Mr Deng
said: "Please don’t blow up your
cover. We will show him how to
talkand howtocook aBBQ.

Another post in the thread. by
otherrespondents, re¢ dthat

ot Manoah

to him with a pair of tongs .. sharp
ones(ifyouknow what I mean)”

Inanotherthread, MrManoah
writes to Mr Deng. “Richard
Deng, Labour values are tra-
ditionally focus on improving
access for services and bridging
the class difference. You as a son
of a chief should always rally the
farmers and farmers’ children to
goLabour.”

Mr Deng responded: “T intend
to alwavs be there for people’s
party.”

Inother pusts, Mr Deng speaks
of Mr Shorten as the “potential
PM of Australia. He's dong verv
well” while also montionmg: the
Tiberal Party'swarwith nuerant:
sgenmgedeadiv

Gpposition police spokesman
£d O Donohue said parti<an links
could undermine the work and
status of the community task-
force “!t'simportantany commit-
tee directly associated with the
Chief Commissioner Graham
Ashton is not only independent
nut pﬂrcexved to be politically
ir dent,” he sai

Liberal MP Bermie Finn wasn't
invited to the event because the
guest "can't promise I won't take

Vi |ctona Pohce unvelled the
taskforce in a high-profile media
event as it fought to address gang

Warnings as cvclone surf hits

Heavy surf along Australia’s east
coast has led to hundreds of
rescues and atleast one death as
lifeguardsin Queensland and
NSW urged swimmersto stay
nut of the water

Swells of up to 4m wep:
predicted ashig surf generared
by Tropical Cyclone Gita saw
dozens of beaches closed

Al heaches in the Gold Coast,
as well as Maoloolaba on the
Sunshine Coast, were closed
vesterday. as well as more than
19 Svdney beaches and
Newcastle's Merewether beach

Surf Lifesaving NSW said
was one of the busiest weekends
ofthe season as condition<
caused “chaos” along the coast

SECOND EDTTTON 16,591

Editor-in-Chief Paul Whittaker

Edilor, The Australian. Tohn T ehmann

More than I50 people were
rescued at the weekend with 42
ambulances called to treat:
swimmers dumped by the surf.

A search continued vesterday
fora22-year-old man who
disappeared while swimming at
Valla Beach on the state’s north
voaston Saturday. Another man
n his 20s was found dead af Hat
Head near Kempsey on Sunday.

A hazardous surf warningin
NSW will most likely remain in
place until todav.

Yorkeys Knoh beach near
Cairns was also closed yesterdav
after a lifeguard spotted a 2m
crocodile swimming just 15m
from the shore

SIMONE FOX KOOB

Editor, The Weekend Aastralian, Michislle e
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violence over suromer. Oppo-
sition spokesman for scrutiny of
government Tim Smith slammed
the taskforce as a“sham”

“Daniel Andrews’s sham Afri-
can community taskforceis noth-
ing but a political front for the
Labor Party.” he said

Mr Dengreiected thathehada
bias to either political party, but
said hewould strongly npposeany
political party that used the issue
of youth crime for political gain.

“I support bipartisan politics,
but I don't want politicians usirig
crime for political gain.” he told
The Australian. “My position as a

ity Jeader is to rep
the people. And I'm not a Labor
memberin any form.”

He also said the comments did
not reflect on his work on the
taskforcein any way.

“There’s nc  correlation
between those messages and the
taskforce, those messages are
from December and the taskforce
was announced in January.
"There’sno connection.” hesaid.

Mr Manoah. a lawyer at Slater
& Gurdon's Sunshine office, did
not respond to requests for com-
mentregarding theposts.

Victorian Labor assistant state
secretary Kosmos Samaras said
neither men had ever been mem-
hersoftheparty

“The Victorian Labor Party
has had no contact and will con-
tinue to have no contact with any
individual who 1s active within
any government or government
related body'taskforce Our only
interest is to see these bodies suc-
ceed.” hesaid.

‘Enslaved on
bread, pickles’

An Indian woman was alleg-
edly forced tolive on bread and
pickles and made into a slave
! byherhusband aftermovingto
| Australia to be with him, a
courthas heard.

The man. who cannot be
identified, is charged with
reducing his wife to slaverv m
August-October 2015.

Melbourne ~ Magistrates
Court documents allege the
woman was forced into dom-
estic chores for her hushand
and his brother immediately

| upon herarrivalin Melbourne.
' The brother was initiallv
charged with a slavery offence
but the charge was withdrawn.
TESSA AKERMAN

ABC’s opinion guidelines under fire

odities boom in 2011-12,
fit margins have risen to
els not seen since the early

{2000s but wages growth has
%‘m slower than at any time

ce the1960s.

@! FACT: Profit margins for lop 100 ASX
g’tompams have risen over past year, but

lower in 2015-16 - the year of the ATO
cited by the ABC —than atany time
ce the 2007-08 financial crisis and before

f their profits in tax, while 80 per cent paid
orethaﬁ‘ZOpercenL The 10 with small or
adetherlnsses amedfomard or

£01 ATAR: Business investment in Australia

as been at historically high levels over
much of the past decade despite our
i omparauveh high headline corporate

IM: Others who have escaped paymg
tany corporate tax for three years because of
{Targe accumulated losses or high debt are

Bluescope Steel. Amcor. Billabong

urces boom. Non-mmmg business
vestment has averaged less than 10 per
t of GDP for past three years, the lowest

! in at least 30 years.

LA TheBCAandmhlgh proﬁle
5y embershkeAlanJoynearemsnsungona

into the red.

frompany fax cutthat would blow a massive
“hole in the government’s revenues and
‘push the budget and national debt further

Rush case actress revealed

Zontinued rrom Page?
durng 2 Sydney

Lear.

In his statement of claim
lodged with the Federal Court,
Rush alleged the newspaper arti-

| cles carrizd “defamatory mean-
ings” thathe “behaved as asexual
predator” while working on the

production.

Federal Court judge Michaet
Wigney vesterday decided he
would not extend a confidentiali-
ty order he placed on The Daily

Telegraph'samended defence.

| “The central reason is that I
i think theinterests of open justice
outweigh the ... potential damage
to your client's (Rush’s) repu-

tation” he said. addressing
Rush’s  barrister ~ Richard
McHughSC

However, the judge has re-
| served his decision on Rush’s ap-
to strike out key

elements of The Dailv Telegraph’s
i defence. If successful. this would
mean these elements could not

plication

beusedin court.

Theatre
| Company production of King

The vewspaper says it is true
that allegations wers made
against Rush but denjes the more
serions meaning—that Rushac-
teally committed the conduct in.
question—isconveyed by thear-
ticle.

It also pleads qualified privi-
lege over the entire article, argu-
ing publication of the allegations
wasinthe publicinterest.

Mr McHugh argued that The
Daily Telegraph's “whele truth
defence should be struck” be-
causeitlacked “specificity”

He described a move by The
Daily Telegraph's defence teamm to
subpoena documents from the
STC as “a fishing expedition of
the highestorder”

He also said the newspaper

Australian, told the court vester-
dav Rush’s strike-cut bid was ‘2
drasticremedy  soughtatavery
earlv stage of proceedings”

The Pirates of the Caribbear.
star was not in court yesterday.
when details of the defence start-
2d to emerge as the suppression
application was debated. Mr
Blackburn claimed that when
Norvill asked Rush tostop touch-
ing her in a way that made her
feel uncomfortable, “he didn’t, he
keptondoingit®

However, Mr McHugh said
the actor and the coroplainant
were “necessarily touching” as
the production required. He said
the respondents’ detailsabout th=
nature of the touching were s
vague they left a “gaping hole” iv

cted 36 sources for the articles  thedefencecase.

that sparked the defamation pre- Justice Wigney agreed the

ceedings. but had not spoken di-  lackofdetail around the touching

rectlv to Norvil. Among the allegationwas bizarre”

paper’s sources was Patrick In court, The Daily Telegraph’s

’Vldntyxe, the Sydney Theatre lawyets admutted Rush’s alleged

Cc | manag iate behaviour” had
Tom Blackburn SC. barrister ~ occurred during the last week of

for Nationwide News, owners of the production. not over months,

The Daily TelegraphaswellasThe  asthenewspaperhad reported.

ACT: Tax law says

ompanies may claim
‘fosses as tax deductions
twhen they return to profit.

STEPHEN BROOK

The ABC'’s Media Waichlast
nightadded its voiceto criticism
of Emma Alberidi, saving the
ABC chief economics
correspondent overstepped the
mark in online articles she
wrote about corporate tax
payments.

The senior ABC journalist
has already been criticised by
ABC management that said
there were issues with accuracy
in her news report and issues
with impartiality in her analysis
report about how onein five
major Australian companies

were not paying company tax,
both published last Wednesday.

The ABClast week removed
the analysis for rewriting and
editing and republished the
news report with additional
information.

The host of Media Watch
Paul Barry said Alberici's
analysis was “well-argued but
one-sided” “You can still see
Alberici's news story online, but
ithas now been drastically
rewritten, and we believe it
needed tobe—to clearup the
confusion between income and
profit. to moderate the tone, and
to getrid of gratuitous swipes,”
hesaid

Media Watch criticised the
ABCforits editoria! staff
guidelines about writing
opinion and analysis picces and
called for them to he revised.

Barry said the analysis was
initially removed becauvse it
overstepped the ABC's "rigid”
guidelines on analysis and
opinion, and argucd thes:
guidelines need iv he relaxerd

“The analysis teport was
withdrawn from publication on
the advice from Editorial
Policies that it did not comply
with opinion guidelines for ABC

journalists,” an ABC spokesman

told The Australian.

Alberici told Media Watch
she contested the ABC claim
aboutinaccuracies. “Tset abou®
testing the claim that tax cuts
for big companies are
necessarily linked to wages
growth. As the ABC's chief
economics rorrespendent with
25 years’ expecience it: the fields
of husiness and finance
reporting I would be expected to
do that.” she said.

Despite ABC new:s director
Gaven Morris flagging
problems via email with
-managers abouttwo hours after
the pieces were published, the
ABC did notremovethe
analysis from its website until
the following day and did not
update and republish the news
report until Friday.

Itis understood
consultations between editers
and with Alberici contributed to
the delay. By that time the
Prime Minister’s office, the
Treasurer’s office and
Communications Minister
Mitch Fifield had written to
ABC managing director
Michelle Guthrie urging her to
investigate the articles, which
Senator Fifield said "fell well
short of the standards set by the
ABC'seditorial policies”™

Onesectionin the l00U-
word complaint from the Prime
Minister’s office said the
coverage had confused income
with profit. “Alberici repeatedly
compares the ‘income’ several
companies have earned. with
the taxes they pay. Corporate
income taxis payable on profits.
notgross income,” the
complaint said

NICK CATER P12
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Abbott’s
call to cut

migrant
intake

Continued from Page 1

increasing demand for housing
boostsprice,” Mr Abbott said.

“Such is the unreality of our
political discourse, though, that
arnidst great concern about
unaffordable  housing  and.
stagnant wages, no one on the
frontbench of government or
opposition had been prepared to
raise the one big contributing
factor that is wholly and solely
within the federal government’s
control — until Peter Dutton
finally said last week that immi-
gration could be cut “if it’s in our
nationalinterest.”

Mr Abbott’s call has support
from several conservative col-
leagues, with Mr Dutton, the.
Hore Affairs Minister, recently
agreeing the migrant intake
shouldbe reviewed. Critics of the
high intake argue that compan-
ies abuse the 457 visa program
thathelps subdue wage costs.

The Department of Home
Affairs statistics for last year
revealed a net migration intake
of 183608, which was below the
government’s “planninglevel” of
190,000. More than two-thirds
of migrants arrive as skilled
migrants and one-third from the
family visa stream.

The major source countries
inciude India, China and Britain.
More than a third of all new
migrantssettlein NSW.

Mr Abbott, who as prime
minister in 2014 approved a rise
in the hurnanitarian refugee in-
take from J3,750 t0 18,730 by this
year, admitted that some busi-
nesses would be “inconven-
ienced”by a cutte theskilled and
family migrationintake.

“But that’s hardly unreason-
able it it helps wages to grow
more strongly and makes homes
more affordable . At least until
infrastructure, “housing stock,
and integration has better
caught up, we sinply have to
move the overall numbers sub-
stantiallv down,” hesays.

‘A strong migration program
inthelongterm doesnt preclude
a smaller one in the short term
especially when there’s acute
pressure on living standards and
quality of life.”

Mr-Abbottalso claimsthereis
a political imperative for the
Tumnbull government in target-
mgxmm:gratlon.

“In ordertowin the next elec-
tion, the government needs pol-
icy positions which are prin-
cipled, practical and popular,” he
says.

“And if they also cutrage the
Labor Farty, sc much the better.
Scaling back immigration ac-
knowledges that government’s
fitst duty isto its own citizens.”

In a continuation of a theme
he has pursued since losing the
leadership in 2015, Mr Abbott
argues that pelitics is at a “low
2bb” He cites the Queensland
government’s demands for a
! ammmoack or bullying
despite having no ideas on how
to tackle it and knowing the fed-
2ral government does not run
scheols.

“Another instance js the fed-
eral governmeut’s National
Energy Guarantee,” Mr Abbott
says. “Tt sounds wondertul. Both
prices and emissions will fall and
the lights will stay opn. “We just
have to rely on the experts at the
Australian Energy Market Op-
eratorandat the Energy Security
Board totellushowit'sdone.”

Labor finds some coal comfo:rt

Continued frem Poge !

talking up iobs creation and the
importance of mining. “Thereisa
role for mining in Australia; there
15 a role for coal in Australia.” he
saidin Townsvilleyesterday.

In hiv speech, Mr Butler said
Australia’s coking coal industry
nad a bright future, while the
economic case for thermal coal
was becoming more marginal.

“If anything, Australia is likely
te increase its already dominant
share oftheseaborne tradein cok-
ing coalfrom Queensland, but the
cutlook. for thermal coal is a
differentmatter,” he said.

The case made a decade ago
for opening up Queensland’s Gal-
ilee Rasin “rested on demand pro-
jections that are fundamentally
inconsistent with current market
trends and the more probable sce-
narios for future global demand”™

“In all of the many discussions
Fvehad over recentyears with dif-
ferent interests about the Galilee
Basin projects, a consensus view
has been put that they are simply
net finandially viable — that the

cost of developing the new mines
cannotberecouped from adeclin-
ing moarket with a thermal coal
price projected *o be in the dol-
drums for vears.” Mr Butler said.
“Adani continuesto struggleto
get financial backing for the Car-
michael mine, most recently seen
in the decision of the large Chi-
nese banks to walk away from the
project. Andinlightof what'shap-
pening in the Indian energy mar-
ket — including to Adani's
massive power station in the state
of Gijarat, the Mundra station—
it’s increasingly difficult to see
how Adani would get off-take
agreements for Carmichael coal
Mr Butler said he could be
proven wrong i the Adani project
secured taxpaver funds to help
make the mine viable, and that
Labor couceded there would con-
tinue to be “substantial demand
overseas for thermal coal export-
ed” from the Huater Valley.
“That coal is high-quality,
close to port aud seen as a stable
source forimperters,” he said.
“EvenontheInternational En-
ergy Agency’s hwo-degree scen-

ario, those opercitions will
continue to have 2" market for
quite some time te’ come, but the
growth projection’s that under-
pinned pians for a brand new
hasir have disappeared”

Ir Butler said] governments in
Australia, throussh their resources
agencies, had been “bullish about
the outlook feir thermal coal ex-
ports”. He poi nted to Labor’s 2012
energy -whitc: paper, which fore-
cast thermal!coal exports increas-
mg production by an average of

2R percentaryear over 20 years.

“Coal exports (of coking and
thermal coal) were ‘expected to
grow strongly’ to hetween 530
(mitlion) :and 690 million tonnes
by 2025,” he said. ‘And the paper
said pointedly that ‘increasing de-
mand has meant that an entiraly
new coal precinct has opened up
in Queensland’s Galilee Basin’.

A decade on, those projections
were “fundamentally inconsistent
with current market trends”

Resources Minister Matt Can-
avan recently called coal a “beau-
tiful industry” but said exports
wereunderthreat from the US.

&
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NATASHA BITA

VIOLENCE. malnutrition and ne-
glect have been exposed in
Queensland nursing homes, with
one in seven failing government
inspections in the past year.
Fifteen homes have failed au-
dits in the past 12 months, includ-

REPORT | P55

EXCLUSIVE Failed safety audits
tip of the iceberg, nurses warn

ing onc that failed to report
assaults to police, and another that
neglected to “minimise skin tears
and bruising” when restraining
elderly residents.

Aged-care  inspectors  have
alerted the federal Health Depart-
ment about a “serious risk” to resi-
dents’ safety in four homes,

wives Union secretary Beth Mohle
yesterday warned the failed audits
were “the tip of the iceberg” and
urged families to check on their

REPORT PG

including two run by the Queens-
land Government.
Queensland Nurses and Mid-

loved ones in nursing homes.

Stroke hope for victims

Rush was told to ‘stop"

LUCIE VAN DEN BERG

STROKE  victims  could
soon be given an infusion of
cells from the placenta to
belp heal the brain after
promising world-first Aus-
tralian research.

Human trials will start
later this year, after scien-
tists discovered their exper-
imental therapy can reduce
brain injury and aid recov-
ery up to three days after a
stroke.

REPORT P5
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MATTHEW BENNS

OSCAR winner Geoffrey
Rush allegedly touched an
actress repeatedly in a way
that made her uncomforl-
able and ignored her re-
quests for him to “stop doing

it", the Federal Court heard
yesterday. Eryn Jean Nor-
vill, Rush’s co-star in the
theatre production of King
Lear, claims he also followed
her into the female toilets at
the after-party. He denies
theallegations. REPORT P9

9-1561
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Actress tells King Lear to ‘f--- off’ in toilet,

MATTHEW BENNS

OSCAR  winner  Geoffrey
Rush repeatedly touched an
actress in away that made her
uncomfortable and ignored
her requests for him to “stop
doing it”. the Federal Court
was told yesterday.

Rush’s co-star in the Syd-
ney Theatre Company’s
2015-2016 production of King
Lear, Eryn Jean Norvill, com-
plained about the Pirates of
the Caribbean star after he al-
legedly touched her four
more times during the final
week of the play.

The court heard the actor
followed her into the female
toilets at the after-party on
the final night and stood out-
side her cubicle until she
told him to “f-- off”.

The incident left her
“yisibly upset”.
Rush, 66, is

suing The Daily
Telegraph for its

reporting of Ms Norvill's
complaint about alleged
inappropriate behaviour
to the Sydney Theatre
Company in 2016. Rush
denies the allegations.
Yesterday the Federal
Court lifted a suppression
order on the newspaper's
defence document, reject-
ing an application by
Rush’s lawyer Richard
McHugh SC to stop the de-
tails being made public.
Now, for the first time, the
extent of the allegations
against Rush can be revealed.
According to the docu-
ment, Rush touched the ac-
tress “in a manner that made
the Complainant feel un-
comfortable” during the
play’s final
scene.
As King
Lear,
Rush
had to
carry

Ve - BIMEO1ZOIMA

Norvill on to the stage as she
simulated the lifeless body of
Lear’s daughter, Cordelia.

Norvill asked Rush to
“stop doing it” but it is alleged
he repeated the touching on
another four occasions in the
final week of the play in Janu-
ary 2016.

Tom Blackburn, SC, coun-
sel for The Daily Telegraph,
told the court this touching
amounted to “scandalous and
inappropriate behaviour”.

“The allegation is not that
she was touched in a particu-

GE

\ SHE WAS TOUCHED

IN A WAY THAT
MADE HER
l UNCONFORTABLE

|
\ Tom Blackburn, QC

lar place but she was touched
in a way that made her un-
comfortable. She said stop
and he kept doing it,” he said.

Mr McHugh said Rush de-
nied the allegations.

“They are necessarily
touching as part of what the
production requires,” he said.

And he said an earlier re-
port which quoted Rush as
saying he

Advantages:

or call;
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People with full or partial dentures
People with failing or missing teeth

@ Beautiful new teeth in one visit
@ Requires less implants than other techniques
@ Apick up and drop off service is available on surgery days**
@ Affordable payment options available
& Procedures performed by Prosthodontist Dr Tony Rotondo
More Information:
@ Adental implant information evening will be presented by
Prosthodontist Dr Tony Rotondo on Tuesday, 27th February
at 6.00pm at the Malo Clinic, Level 4, 106 Edward Street,
BRISBANE. Adm|ssnon is FREE Regrster online

court told

had a “stage door Johnny
crush” on the actress was
clearly said in jest.

According to the news-
paper'’s defence, Rush en-
gaged in  further in-
appropriate behaviour at the
final night after-party.

Mr Blackburn said: “There
can be no more compelling
reason for publication than it
was true.”

According to the defence
document: “Following the in-
vestigation the STC decided
that it would never work with
the Applicant (Rush) again.”

The Daily Telegraph is also
relying on the defence of
qualified privilege in defend-
ing the defamation case.

It argued the allegations
were “matters of proper and
legitimate public interest”.

The judge reserved his de-
cision on Mr McHugh's ap-
plication to strike out large

parts of The Daily Tele-
graph’s defence.

ACTION:
Geoffrey Rush
and Eryn Jean

Norvill in

King Lear.
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Two-hour
limit pain
for nurses

NURSES fear they will have to
leave every two hours during
hospital shifts to move their
vehicles due to the lack of
long-term  parking options
around the Commonwealth
Games Village.

The Courier-Mail can reveal
Queensland Health staff at
Parklands have been told the
only puarantee of getting a
park was the expensive private
parking facility used by pa-
tients and their families.

Staff are being advised that
“the only way of a guaranteed
park is to salary sacrifice” to
obtain a concession spot at the
car park. But nurses were ad-
vised by the parking manage-
ment that “we are nearing the
cap for designated staff park-
ing through salary sacrificing;
once that figure is reached a
waiting list will be established
for applicants”.

Concession rates for staff
are not advertised bul daily
parking can cost between $6
an hour and $1650 for more
than three hours.

The two-hour zones around
the precinct and other Games
hot spots will take effect from
Friday, and enforced between
Yam-5pm on week days.

Opposition health spokes-
man Ras Bates said: “I'm con-
cerned for the safety of these
hard-working staff.”

Don't learn,
domn’t earn

QUEENSLAND’S poor rate of
higher education “just won't
cut it” if the economy is to
meet its goals over the next 10
years, a Deloitte report says.

The report said people were
being left behind when their
industry was overtaken by
technology.

“Education has not been a
strong point for Queensland in
recent years,” the report said.

“In a knowledge economy.
this just won’t cut it. There is
much more work to be done
here.”

Deloitte  said  that if
Queensland “gets it right” the
economy could grow by $54
billion and 230,000 jobs over
the next decade.
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OSCAR  winner Geoffrey
Rush allegedly touched an ac-
tress repeatedly in a way that
made her uncomfortable and
ignored her requests for him
to “stop doing it". the Federal
Court heard yesterday.

Rush’s co-star in the S}d—
ney Theatre C

MATTHEW BENNS

stood outside her cubicle until
the “visibly upsel” actress told
him to “f-— off”

Rush, 66. is suing the Daily
Telvgraph for its reporting of
Ms Norvill's complaint about
alleged i jate behav-

2015-2016 production of i\mg
Lear, Eryn Jean Norvill. com-
plained about the Pirates Of
The Caribbean star after he al-
legedly touched her on five
occasions during the final
weck of the play.

The court heard the actor
followed her into female toi-
lets at the after-party on the
final night of the performance
of the Shakespeare classic and

iour, made to STC in 2016.
Rush denies the allepations.
Yesterday the Federal
Court lifted a suppression
order on the newspaper’s de-
fence document. rejecting an
application by Rush’s lawyer
Richard McHugh, SC, to stop
the details being made public.
Justice Michael Wigney
said the need for open justice
outweighed fears that releas-

ing details of the defence case
coukld further damage Rush's
reputation.

According to the docu-
ment. Rush touched the ac-
tress “in a manner that made
the Complainant feel un-
comfortable™ during the play’s
final scene.

As King Lear. Rush had to
carry Norvill on to the stage
as she simulated the lifeless
body of the title character’s
daughter, Cordelia.

Norvill asked Rush to “stop
doing it” but it is alleged thal
he repeated the touching on
another four occasions in the
final week of the play in
January 2016.

Tom Blackburn, SC, coun-

sel for Nationwide News, pub-
lisher of the Daily Telegraph.
told the court this touching
could amount to “scandalous
and inappropriate behaviour™

“The allegation is not that
she was touched in a particu-
far place but she was touched
in a way that made her un-
comfortable. She said stop
and he kept doing it.” he said.

Mr McHugh said Rush de-
nied the allegations.

“They are necessarily
touching as part of what the
production requires.” he said.

And he said an earlier re-
port which quoted Rush as
saying he had a “stage door
Johnny crush” on the actress
was clearly said in jest.

Mr McHugh had argued
the newspaper’s truth defence
should be struck out because
it lacked sufficient detail.

According to the news-
paper’s defence. Rush en-
paged in further inappropriate
behaviour at the party to cele-
brate the final night

During the party. Rush
allegedly “entered the female
bathroom located in the foyer
of the Rosyln Packer Theatre.
knowing {(Norvill) was in
there, and stood outside a cu-
bicle™ that shewas in.

He left when she told him
to “f— ofl” She was “visibly
upset” following the incident.

Mr Blackburn said: “There
can be no more compelling

Court hears that actress repeatedly asked Geoffrey Rush to ...

STOPDOINGIT

Geoffrey Rush
and Eryn Jean
Norvlll in the

gy ney
eatre

Company's
King Lear.

reason for publication than it
was true,”

According to the defence
document: “Following the in-
vestigation the STC decided
that it would neverwork with
the Applicant (Rush) again.”

‘The Daily Telegraph is also
relying on the defence of
qualified privilege in the defa-
mation case. arguing it was in
the publicinterest.

The Daily Telegraph says it
had more information about
the Rush allegations at the
time of publication but did not
include them in its reports,

This included an allegation
that Rush had touched Nor-
vill on the genitals
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TV gossip mill working overtime As an item of TV gossip, it is irresistible. And everyone is talking about Seven director
of programming Angus Ross and his blazing row with Seven West Media chief executive Tim Worner over the botched
launch of Australian Spartan, which tanked and prompted Ross to storm off to Noosa for a week. Pity it is not true,
says the man in question. Ross tells Diary with a laugh: "I don't have that sort of relationship with Tim Worner. I was
in Noosa but it was a holiday my wife insisted 1 go on because we hadn't had a holiday in about three years." Nice idea,
but the reality turned out quite differently. "It wasn't much of a holiday when those week-two Spartan figures came out.
Also, T injured my back while I was up in Noosa and Jetstar lost our bags. They didn't turn up until the second day.
Not fun when you have a small child."

A work in progress But there is more. Seven doubled down. filming two series of Spartan, which survived for only two
nights before it was pulled from the schedule. It will reappear at Easter, during a non-ratings period when Seven will try
to build its audience. But what to do with season two. which is already in the can? Ross is already clear on one point:
"We wouldn't put it up against Married at First Sight."

Newsman departs More changes at Sky News. Rob Raschke. executive editor of Sky News Australia. has left the
network. Chief executive Angelos Frangopoulos told staff in a note last week he had accepted Raschke's resignation.
Police charged Raschke, 52, last month with assault following an incident at his home. Raschke, a Walkley Award winner
and former news director of Seven Network, then consented 10 an apprehended violence order and pleaded guilty to
the charge of assault. Meanwhile, the network is giving Herald Sun columnist Rita Panahi a 4pm program titled The
Friday Show.

Rapid promotion James Chessell's speedy elevation last week from national editor to group executive editor left some
Fairfax journos "stunned and shocked". As Diary tipped, Australian Metro Publishing boss Chris Janz was going to want
to reduce his 16 direct reports at some point. But who will replace Chessell? It looks like his old job will be advertised.
which means an outsider might walk through the door.

Look Marr. no appendix David Marr has had his appendix out. Just FYI.
Kids' TV under review Last year Diary accused Communications Minister Mitch Fifield's office of being a Bermuda

Triangle when it came 1o actually doing anything about the multitude of reviews. reports and appointments it was tasked
with acting on. Onr list was long but the jab certainly shook away the stupor as news of the appointment of Bulent Hass
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Dellal to chair SBS leaked out that very day — to Fairfax! Diary is certain things will move much more swiftly with
the Australian and Children's Screen Content Review, which sailed into the Triangle in December. Diary expects the
government will respond 1o it by offering to reduce the output-based quotas that govern how many hours of drama,
children's and preschool programs must screen on commercial free-to-air television. At the same time, tax offsets to fund
local productions are expected 1o be increased and/or broadened. The theory being that the audience will demand more
episodes of Offspring and The Wiggles anyway, and if networks and production companies can share in a bit of financial
relief in making and buying them, then everyone's a winner.

Hutchy's challenge Good times and bad times for Craig Hutchison's Crocmedia content company. On Thursday
shareholders gave a big tick to the proposal to merge Crocmedia with Pacific Star. This means Hutchy, who has worked
at the Herald Sun, Seven and Nine in his time, will run the merged entity, which includes the SEN sport radio station.
Crocmedia already holds AFL rights and distributes footy content to other stations. The bad times came on Tuesday
when radio ratings were released and SEN fell 0.5 percentage points, not the world's greatest drop but it reduced SEN's
share from 3.2 to 2.7, which is just ahead of ABC Radio National. And this at a time when high-profile broadcaster
Gerard Whateley moved from ABC to SEN, described in Melbourne media as a "stunning leap of faith". Ratings in
his slot, partly covering his arrival, fell 1.3 points from 4.4 to 3.1 per cent. Hutchy can't be too glum about the tanking
ratings. In his new gig his take-home salary is $883,752.

Guardian deputy goes A changing of the guard at Guardian Australia. Will Woodward, the site's deputy editor for three
years who is said to hold the whole show together, is heading back to Britain to rejoin the mothership as head of sport,
which sounds like his dream job. As is his wife, Claire Phipps, senior live blogger, who becomes digital editor. Guardian
Australia's editor is Lenore Taylor, and Diary (who once worked at The Guardian in Britain) was wondering if this
departure would mean the local operation would have two Aussies at the editorial helm for the first time since launch in
2013, instead of the traditional Brit/Aussie combo. Answer: no. Another Brit, David Munk, international news editor
for Asia Pacific and already based in Sydney, is taking over as deputy in April. "Will and Claire have both done fantastic
work during their time in Australia and we're sorry the time has come for them to return to the UK. The deputy editor
position was open to internal applications and David Munk was an outstanding candidate," Taylor says. Guardian
Australia chief executive Ian McClelland is heading to a London role as managing director of corporate development.
Guardian US chief executive Evelyn Webster will run the Australian operation, but is searching for a managing director.

Aussies to the fore A stellar night for antipodeans at the British Press Awards last week. Pilita Clark, formerly of the
Sydney Morning Herald and currently with The Financial Times, was named environment journalist of the year, and
The Sunday Times reporter Richard Kerbaj, formerly of The Australian, shared the scoop of the year. Clark won the
award for a magazine feature on the state of renewable energy while Kerbaj's scoop reported that police had found
pornographic material on one of the computers of then deputy prime minister Damian Green. Clark has won the award
three times, putting her ahead of fellow Australians Phillip Knightley, Clive James and Peter Harvey, but still some
distance behind John Pilger, who has won about half a dozen. Clark is unlikely to catch him. She has been promoted
to associate editor and now writes a weekly column.

ABC in hire mode The ABC is continuing its hiring spree in the wake of axing Lateline and diverting the funds into
journalism. The national broadcaster is hiring Guardian Australia's Michael Slezak as its environment reporter, and
also Brisbane reporter Josh Robertson. And Michaela Boland, who left The Australian last year, started at Aunty last
week as national arts, culture and entertainment reporter. She's not at the ABC, but Lydia Bilton is now an associate
digital producer on Nine's 60 Minutes, a great result for the recipient of the 2017 Jacoby-Walkley Scholarship. Entries
are open for this year's scholarship, funded by media executive Anita Jacoby. It includes a 10-week job placement at
Nine. Check the Walkleys website.

Rush dateTomorrow is a big day in the legal action Geoffrey Rush has taken against Sydney's Daily Telegraph. As
this newspaper reported, the Telegraph's amended defence documents, which were at one point suppressed, include

“wt = R
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allegations Rush inappropriately touched Eryn Jean Norvill while they were on stage in a Sydney Theatre Company
production of King Lear. Rush strenuously denies the allegations. The newspaper's particulars of qualified privilege
claim Norvill complained to the STC that Rush "had touched her genitals during the production of King Lear without her
consent". Rush denies this claim and the actor said it had not been raised with him by the complainant or the STC. Federal
Court judge Michael Wigney will deliver judgment on the interlocutory application from Rush's lawyers. Meaning,
whether he will strike out parts of the Telegraph's defence.

—- Index References —--

Company: PACIFIC STAR NETWORK LTD: SEVEN NETWORK (UNITED STATES) INC; SEVEN WEST
MEDIA LTD; FEDERAL CAPITAL PRESS OF AUSTRALIA PTY LTD (THE); SUNDAY TIMES LTD (THE)
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Peter Harvey; Peter Harvey; Phillip Knightley; Michaela Boland; David Munk; Geoffrey Rush; Will Woodward; Mitch
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Daily Telegraph’s defamation defence removed in
Geoffrey Rush case

ACTOR Geofirey Rush has had 2 win in his defamation Iawsuit, with the Daily Telegraph not able to use truth as a
defence.
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Actor Geofirey Rush is suing over an article published by the Daily Telegraph. Source:News Corp Australia

THE Daily Telegraph will not be able to use tuth as a defence in the defamation
lawsuit brought by Ausualian actor Geoffrey Rush.

The Oscar winner is suing the Sydney newspaper and its journalist Jonathon Moran
following articles alleging he behaved inappropriately to a colleague during a Sydney
Theatre Company production of King Lear in 2015.

In the Federal Court on Tuesday, lawyers for the 66-year-old were successful in their
preliminary application to have all of the paper’s tuth defence souck our.

Rush’s legal team’s bid to remove part of the paper’s qualified privilege defence,
~hich is that it was reasonable to publish the article, was also accepred.

-ustice Michael Wigney also ruled against a bid by the defence to subpoena the
Sydney Theane Company.

A defence document from News Corp Ausualia subsidiary Naionwide News alleges
Rush touched co-star Eryn Jean Norvill in a way that made her feel uncomfortable on
five separate occasions during the final week of the production.

Rush is also accused of following his co-star into the women’s toilet and standing
outside her cubicle until she told him to “f*** off” at a party to celebrate the end of
the production.

The defence denies that the Telegraph articles made Rush out to be a pervert and a
sexual predator, and previously told the court they made no allegations of a sexual
nature.

The Telegraph can no longer seek to prove it substantially true that Rush engaged in
scandalously inappropriate behaviour.

News Corp Australia is also the publisher of news.com.au
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Playing with
house money

MAJOR infrastructure pro-
jects in Sydney’s far west are
set to boost house values by up
to 100,000 as eager buyers )
cast an eve over the region. )
The Western Sydney City
Deal has already attracted in-
terest from developers trying
tosnap up greenfield sites near
the proposed transport links.
And with more activity
expected, experts predict prices
in suburbs such as St Marys
and Glenfield could jump
$§100,000, roughly 15 per cent,
over the next few years. That
would defy the cooling market
elsewherein Sydney. where the
median home price is expected
todrop 5 per cent thisyear.

$12 picture
a gold mine

A COLLECTOR paid $12 for a
photograph on eBay — which
turned out to be a rare snap of
notorious Wild West outlaw .
Jesse James worth millions.

Justin Whiting had a hunch
about the Victorian image, de-
scribed by the seller as simply
“a young man in dark suit
standing by a chair”, And now
he has been told the picture
could fetch up to $3.6 million
at auction in Britain.

Bula and Bomle make l})a\w ™
most of their new enclosure:;

WELCOME
TOTHE CUB

IT was claws fur asuper
celebration. And Bula and Bontle
wmeha py to make the most of

Ir new home at
Johannesburgloo s large
., llonenclosure yesterday.
X, Thefive-month-old
y  siblings arethe first
\ bl thefl

lioncubs born at the
200In10years and
have spent the first
partof thelr lives
under special
observationto
make sure all was
well. Helpless at birth,
lloncubsarebornblindandare .
not able to stand until they‘re two
weeks old. Inthewild, they areat
least two months old beforethey '~ »
»" Join the rest of thelr pride.

“ Clearly feline fine, the dynamic y

. . duocavorted happlly, wrestlin "
vk and playfighting as keepers an !

The photo shows James as a
14-year-old in the 1860s, before
he made his name leading a
gang of bank-robbing bandits.

at Johannesburg Zoo.

Picture: AP/Themba Hadebe

zoo visitors watched on. !

—_

Rush case to
head for trial

Tele may appeal truth defence ruling

THURSDAY 22ND MARCH
6PM - 8PM

Bring the family along for a great night of free fun!
o Easter D.LY. workshops © Easter activities for the whole family
o Visit from the Easter Bunny o Light refreshments provided
© Easter egg hunt

Bookings recommended. For more information or to book ask one of our team
members in-store or visit hunnings.com.au/yourstore
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MATTHEW BENNS
OSCAR  winner  Geoflrey
Rush’s  defamation  claim

against The Daily Telegraph
will go to trial in August, a
court heard yesterday.

In the interim The Daily
Telegraph will consider ap-
pealing a preliminary judg-
ment in which Justice Michael

STC over Mr Rush’s “inappro-
priate behaviour™.

Federal Court Justice Wi-
gney yesterday agreed with an
application by Mr Rush’s law-
yers to remove “truth” from
the newspaper’s defence of the
star’s claim.

The Daily Telegraph editor
Chns Dore said: “The Daily
ders that its

Wigney struck out parts of its
defence to the legal action
brought by the Pirates Of
The Caribbean star.

Mr Rush (right) is suing T
the Telegraph after it re-
ported his co-star in a
Svdney Theatre
Company pro-
duction of King
Lear lodged a com-
plaint with the

"

conducl in pubhshlng the arti-
cles concerning a complaint
made to the STC against

. Geofirey  Rush  was
)” reasonable. This is one
stage of complex legal

" proceedings. The Daily
4 Telegraph is consider-
ing the judgment and
whether it will make

an application for
leave to appeal.”

Justice Wigney said the
newspaper had provided “in-
sufficient details™ about the
complaint in its defence docu-
ments filed last month.

The Telegraph was seeking
to prove that Mr Rush. 66,
touched his co-star Eryn Jean
Norvill in an inappropriate
manner while he carried her
on stage as she simulated the
lifeless body of King Lear’s
daughter Cordelia.

Justice Wigney also set
aside the newspaper's appli-
cation to subpoena the STC,
saying it was nol permitted to
undertake “a fishing expedi-
tion" for evidence.

Mr Rush’s lawyer Sue Chry-
santhou said the actor was
keen to push ahead with an
eight-day trial in early August.

SEX & THE CITY HALL FOR STAR

FORMER Sex And The City star
Cynthia Nixon is running for New
York governor.

After flirting with a run for
months, Nixon tweeted that she will
challenge Governor Andrew Cuomo
in New York’s Democratic pnmar)
in It sets up a |,
bid plmng an openly gay liberal acti-

vist who has never held political
office against a two-term incumbent
with a 839 million war chest and
possible presidential ambitions.

Nixon clearly has herwork cut out
for her, with a poll released on Mon-
day showing Cuomo leading her 66
per cent to 19 per cent among regis-
tered Democrats.

Cynthia Nixon.

TELEDZOLVA- V)
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Rush defamation case: truth defence rejected
Rosemary Neill

A Federal Court judge has struck out The Daily Telegraph's entire truth defence in a defamation case brought by Geoffrey
Rush, arguing the newspaper's claims were 100 "vague" and "imprecise" to prove the allegation the Oscar-winning actor
had "inappropriately touched" a co-star during a King Lear production.

"The particulars provided no meaningful details of the alleged touching, and how and why the touching made the actress
feel uncomfortable,” judge Michael Wigney said yesterday in a summary of his decision.

At apre-trial hearing in Sydney, Justice Wigney also struck out three paragraphs from the newspaper's qualified-privilege
defence and set aside its application to subpoena documents from the Sydney Theatre Company, criticising this move
as a "fishing expedition".

Rush launched defamation proceedings against The Daily Telegraph and journalist Jonathon Moran late last year after
the paper published allegations the actor had been the subject of an "inappropriate behaviour" complaint made by a
female colleague during a 2015-16 Sydney Theatre Company production of King Lear.

Rush strongly denied the allegation and, in his statement of claim, alleged the newspaper articles carried "defamatory
meanings" that he "behaved as a sexual predator" while working on the production.

The Telegraph's defence document last month identified Eryn Jean Norvill as the cast member who made the complaint
against Rush. She played Cordelia, Rush's daughter. in King Lear, and the document claimed the "inappropriate”
touching occurred during the production's final five nights, when Rush carried her lifeless body across the stage.

However, Justice Wigney found the newspaper's truth defence offered "inadequate and insufficient details" about the -
alleged touching. He said its nature and duration, how and why it made the actress feel "uncomfortable" and "what part
of Mr Rush relevantly touched the actress" — were not specified.

The Telegraph's defence document also claimed that at a closing-night cast party. Rush entered the women's toilets and
"stood outside a cubicle" occupied by Norvill. The actress told him to "f..k off". the document stated. and he left.

Rush has denied all allegations of inappropriate behaviour, while Justice Wigney yesterday found "the particulars of
this bathroom incident are insufficiently precise and specific".Daily Telegraph editor Chris Dore yesterday said: "This
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is one stage of complex legal proceedings. ... The Daily Telegraph considers that its conduct in publishing the articles
concerning a complaint made to the STC against Geoffrey Rush was reasonable."

— Index References ----

Company: RUSH ENTERPRISES INC

News Subject: (Crime (1CR87); Defamation, Libel & Slander (1DE07); Sex Crimes (1SE01); Social Issues (1S005))
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Language: EN

Other Indexing: (Sydney Theatre Company) (Geoffrey Rush; Chris Dore; Cordelia; Michael Wigney; Jonathon Moran;
Jean Norvill)
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Word Count: 398
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LET .'OYCE
Keep His |l © |
JOB: WIFE

SHARRI MARKSON & KYLAR LOUSSIKIAN = g

NATALIE Jovce has told close friends she
wants her cheating husband Bamaby to
keep his job despite the devastation his ai-
fair with a now pregnant young staffer has
caused her and their four daughters.

Trying to shake off the trauma of the
past two weeks, Mrs Joyce made her first
public appearance since the scandal broke o s
on Saturday night when she attended a fux- o ot
ury boat birthday party of a major Coalition o
donor on Sydney Harbour. Friends of Mrs
Joyce's said she does not want the Deputy
Prime Minister to lose his job, which is
partly why she has been hesitant to agree to
amajor media interview.

Mrs Jovce even voiced concerns about
colleagues using the family’s pain to jostle
for the party's leadership.

It comes as only one-third of Nationals
MPs wereyesterday willing to publicly back
\dr Joy ceas leader of the pam

YEPORTS PAGE
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ABBOTT'S el o
BIG DIG AT ‘
GLIB MAL '

SHARRI MARKSON

FORMER prime minister Tony Abbott will
today unleash a stinging rebuke of modern
Australian politics — including a thinly
veiled take-down of Malcolm Tumbull's
elitist attitude and the growing gulfbetween
the “talking class” and the “working class™.

Delivering a speech to the Sydney Insti-
tute tonight, Mr Abbott will deliver a brutal
assessment of Mr Tumbull’s National En-
ergy Guarantee and education policy, while
highlighting the *insiders versus outsiders”
chasm dividing Western democracies. MATTHEW BE after-pa on the final night of King alleged Inappropriate behavio

Mr Abbott.who lost theleadership to Mr ear and stood outside her cubicle adetothe S D16. Rush denles
Turnbull in September 2015, will also call DSCAR winner Geofirey Rus i she told to 0 the allegations. Yesterday the Federz
for immigration levels to be cut to 110,000 epeatedly to ed his Sydne e Incident allegedly left he ourt lifted a suppression orde
people a year from 190,000, until migrants eatre Company co-star onstagena b pse orvill complained pjecting an application by Rus
are able to properly integrate into the Aus- ay that made her uncomiortabie about the star aiter he alleged awyer to stop detalls of the defe
tralianwa_v oflife,andtohelpwagesgrmv afid Ignored a reqguest 1o . 0D G0 ¢ foucned Br o five separate HEITLS DT tTTUthn Delng made pub gdce
and make house prices more affordable. e Federal Court heard yesterda auring the final week of the chael Wigney sald concemns abo
But it is his attack of Mr Turnbull and his as also alleged that Rush followed  production, the co pard. R 56 aleasing detalls were o clghed b
“glibtalk” that is the most cutting. B egaraed stage sta ed ing The Dally Telegraph for Its g need for ope tice

“All too often. it seems. the people 0 lo the female tollets at the eporting of Norvill's complaint abo L1 REPORTS PAGES 6
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We lived
next door
to malice

NEIGHBOURS of Australian
terrorist Khaled Sharrouf have
given a scathing account of the
IS recruit’s time in Syria.

Sharrouf, 36, who packed
up his young family and trav-
elled half way across the world
to fight for the cowardly terror
group in 2013, used his broth-
er's passport to leave A ustralia.
He then set up home in the
Syrian city of Raqua.

“He was so corrupt, it's un-
behevable. He was such an

outlaw.  He
' =%, was even out-
i side  Islamic
law,” his
neighbour
Abdel AzizBin
Khalafa told
ABC's  Four
Corners. Mr
Sharrouf. Bin Khalafa
remembered
the way Sharrouf exposed his
children to a violent life.

“Whenever he would step
outside here, as soon as he'd
see me, he'd carry his weapons
and fire in the air as if hewant-
ed to make a point - I am
here. I have weapons,” Mr Bin
Khalafa said.

His neighbours often com-
plained to IS about his behav-
iour and the extremists
eventually turned on him, one
time sending security to repri-
mand him at 2am.

Sharrouf and two of his
children were reportedly killed
by a US air strike last vear.

Navy life not
so fulfilling

MORE than 200 men are
suing the Commonwealth,
claiming they did not receive
promised training in the navy
which was supposed to give
them a trade in civil life.
Opening the Supreme
Court class action vesterday,
the men's barrister, Nick Kidd
SC. said their training con-
tracts were binding but were
not honoured bv the Rayal
Australian Navy. One man
claimed he and other recruits
posted to HMAS Kuttabul in
2011 spent a lot of time just
plaving games on their phones.
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OSCAR winner Geoffrey Rush
allegediy touched an actress
repezatedly in a way that made
her uncomfortable and ig-
nored her requests for him to
“stop doing it", the Federal
Court heard yesterday.

Rush's highly regarded co-
star in the Sydney Theatre
Company’s 20152016 pro-
duction of King Lear, Eryn
Jean  Norvill. complained
about the Pirates Of The Ca-
ribbean star after he allegedly
touched her on five occa-
sions during the final week

of the play.

The court heard the
actor followed her into
the female toilets at the
after-party on the final
night of the STC's per-

formance of the Shake-

speare classic and stood
outside her cubicle until
she told him to *F... off™.

The incident aflegedly

left her “visibly upset”

Rush, 66, is suing

The Daily Telegraph for
its reporting of Ms Nor-
vill's complaint about al-
leged inappropriate
behaviour made to the Sydney
Theatre Company in 2016,
Rush denies the allegations.

Yesterday the Federal
Court lifted a suppression
order on the newspaper's de-
fence document, rejecting an
application by Rush's lawyer
Richard McHugh, SC, to stop
the details being made public

Upon application by Dauid
Sibtain. representing Fairfax

Media and Channel 9, Justice
Michael Wigney said fears that
releasing details of the defence
case could further damage
Rush’s reputation were out-
weighed by the need for open
Jjustice.

For the first time the extent
of the allegations against Rush
can now be revealed.

According to the document,
Rush touched the actress “in a
manner that made the Com-
plainant feel uncomfortable”

Dailylélegraph
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One of the stories at the

centre of Rush's legal claim.

during the play’s final scene.

As King Lear, Rush had to
carry Norvill on to the stage as
she simulzted the lifeless body
of the title character’s daugh-
ter, Cordelia.

Norvill asked Rush to “stop
doing it” but it is alleged that
he repeated the touching on
another four occasions in the
final week of the STC pro-

duction’s run in January 2016.

Tom Blackburn, SC, coun-
sel for Nationwide News, pub-
lisher of The Daily Telegraph,
told the court this touching
could amount to “scandalous
and inappropriate behaviour”

“The allegation is not that
she was touched in a particular
place but she was touched in a
way that made her uncomfort-
able. She said stop and he kept
doingit.” he said.

Mr McHugh said Rush de-
nied the allegations.

“They are necessarily
touching as part of what the
production requires,” he said.

And he said an earlier re-
port which quoted Rush as
saying he had a “stage door
Johnny crush” on the actress
was clearly said in jest.

Mr McHugh had argued
that the newspaper's truth de-
fence should be struck out be-
cause it lacked sufficient detail.

According to The Daily
Telegraph's defence, Rush en-
gaged in further inappropriate
behaviour at the party to cele-
brate the final night of the pro-
duction at the Walsh Bay
Kitchen, next door to the play’s
venue.

During the party for cast
and crew Rush “entered the fe-
male bathroom located in the
foyer of the Roslyn Packer
Theatre, knowing (Norvill)
was in there, and stood outside
a cubicle” that she was in.

He left whenshe told him to
“F...off".

She was “visibly upset” fol-
lowing the incident.

Mr Blackburn said: “There
can be no more compelling
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reason for publication than it
was true.”

According lo the defence
document: “Following the in-
vestigation the STC decided
that it would never work with
the Applicant (Rush) again.”

Apart from tuth. The
Daily Telegraph, is also rely-
ing on the defence of qualified
privilege in defending the
defamation case.

It argued the allegations
were “matters of proper and
legitimate public interest” in
the wake of a string of allega-
tions concemning “sexual mis-

The allegation is ... she g
was touched in a way that made
her uncomfortable. She said
stop and he kept doing it.

Tom Blackburn, SC, counsel for Nationwide News

conduct,  bullying  and
harassment in the entertain-
ment industry” which started
with the Harvey Weinstein
scandal.

The Daily Telegraph ar-
gues it had more information
about the Rush allegations at
the time of publication but
did not include them in its

R R R S e
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reports. This included an alle-
gation that Rush had touched
Norvill on the genitals.

The defence document
stated: “that a complaint had

To enter visit: escape.com.au/win
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been made to the STC by the
complainant (Norvill) in sub-
stance that the Applicant
(Rush) had touched her geni-
tals during the production of
King Lear without her con-
sent.”

The Judge reserved his de-
cision on Mr McHugh's appli-
cation to strike out large parts
of The Daily Telegraph's de-
fence including the entirety of
its truth defence.

Justice Wigney also re-
served his decision on Rush’s
application to stop the issuing
of a subpoena by Nationwide

s 157022078 2 9:00 :;g“ls ¥imers drav 342 Holt Sreet, Surry 7, NSW, 2010 and v ba = by or emall 63 0710372012 2t ¥D:00 am. Totat prize valueis
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Heidrun Lohr

News on the Sydney Theatre
Company for documents re-
lating to the alleged com-
plaint.

Mr McHugh argued there-
quest for a subpoena was a
“fishing expedition” and an
abuse of process.

Mr Rush Jaunched the
defamation proceedings in
the Federal Court in Decem-
ber 2017, alleging The Daily
Telegraph had engaged in
“hyperbole, lies and spurious
claims” in its report of the
complaint from the actress to
the STC.

http ://métros.smedia.com.au/thedailytelegraph/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCTELE/20 18/0... 27/04/2018 *
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for wearing green {P3}

ALP TO PUT FAIR WORK FOCUS ON LOW-PAID

Backdown
on radical
wage plan

PR TIANNAN
WORKPLACE EDITOR

Bill Shorten's Labor Party is back-
mg away frol 4 controversial
proposal to legwslate signincanr
minimum wage rises, instead cor-
sidering a pian tc force the Fair
Work Cominission to give greater
weight to the needs of iow-paid
workers when awarding mini-
I Wage Imcreases

Empioyers warned the new
approach, flagged vesterday by
oppusition: workplace  relations
spokesman Brendan O’Connor.
would suil costthousands ot jobs

A Shorten governent would
copsider ameading the Fanr Work
Acttochangethefactorsthecom-
mssion must take mto dccount
when determining annual in-
creases, under the new approach

The  comumission  currenth
takes 1Nto accout the pertorm-
ance and competitiveness of the
aational economy. tacluding pro
ductvity, business competitive-
ness and viabtity. mflation and
emplovment growth It also con
siders the promotion of soctal
inclusion  through  ticreased
warkforce participation. relative
living standards and needs of the
low-paid, and the pnndple of
equal remuneration for work of
equal or comparable value.

Mr O'Connor tld The Aus-
traiian. “1abor still considers the
commission to be essentiai n set-
ting wages in this countrv. but
given the persistent low wage
drowth,  we  are considenng
whether the tndependent anpire
has sufficient guidance trom thic
pariiament to ensure workers et
ther tur share

The  Austiaban industiny
Groups head of nauonal work-
place telabions policv. Stephen
Smith, warnal last mght aganst
changing lhe nnninum wage
objective 1z e Fuit Work Act.

“Tt requires that the Fan Work

Labor finds some
coal comfort —
but not for Adani

BN PALKERAN
CEOBY CHAMBERS

Labor has moved to reassure
ininers and unions thata
Shorten government would
continue to support existing
coalmines, while declaring
Adani’s proposed Galilee Basin
mine was financially unviable.
Opposition energy
spokesman Mark Butler,ina
speech Lo the Sydney Institule
last night, emphasised that
Labor remained sceptical about
thermal coal, butwould
vonlinue to support the
booming coking-coal export
ndustry. The lefl- wing enenzy

o
iRie s
INSIDE

Brendan O’Connor is one
of the most unimpressive
members of the Labor
frontbench. At least he
has seen the light

on this
particularly
reckless idea.

JUDITH
SLOAN P

Comnmisston strike o carerud bal
ANCEDEWCCR A DUmHET of speditic
tactors,” M Smith said.

“The commission must take
nto account the heeds of ow-
Dal WOrKers as well as eoonomic
factors such 2s emplovment
arowth. bustness viabitity. oiu-
ventiveness and intlation.

“It would not be in anvone’s
interests for the criteria in the act
1¢ be skewed in favour of any one

P an said the k for
coking coal remained
“relatively robust as industry
slill searches for clearer ways to
make steel” and Labor
supported the viahility of
thermal coal production iu

blished basins. icludi
the Hunter Valley.

‘Lhis month Labor
frontbenchers warned Bill
Shorten that the opposition
could not be seen as “‘anti-voal”,
urging hini to shift the Adani
dehate away from “green”
issues. The Australian reported
that Labor right-wing MPs had
pushed back against the
Opposition Leader’s lurch ta the
left on Adani, amid the political
fightwith the Greens in the
Batman by-election.

Inthe past week, Mr Shorten
has travelled to Queensland,

Cuntinued on Page 2

tactot. If an usus
increase is awuded
workers because the
madejuate weight 10 pustness
viability and compentiveness
thousands of low-paid werkers
could lose their jobs as aresuit

It is essential thut the com-
wmission is not namsttung when
caretully weighing up all of the
relevant factors and determuning
whal minimum-wage increase is
Appropriate”

On danuary 30 Mr O'Connoe
sdid a {abor government would
consider changing the tawy 10 peg
the BUIRINGN waye Lo o certain
propurtion of the nredian wage

The ACTU has proposed a
long-term “living wage” target of
A0 per cent of the median wage.
up frem 54 per cent. [he current
nmarnuim weekly wage is $693,

Ina claim igjected by the Far
Work Commission last year.

Continued on Page £
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Abbott’s call to cut migrant intake

N OBENSON
AL ARPARS EDITOR

foi v Abbont has called on
Maleoadm Turnbull to halve Aus-
ralia’s - THEIZIalon program in a
returi 10 the Howard-era targets
and  accosed frontbench  col-
leagues of lacking the courage 1o
take the 1ssu e on as a key part of
tackling the s 1sing costof living
Thelorme: brime mintster has
alsu savaged the government's
Nationa! Encrer  Guarantee,
claiming it 1 i example of the
tow ebb  of poditics because it
sounds “wondert 1! but lacks any
explanation as 1o how it would
bringdown prices
Calling o1 his own Zovem-
ment to adopt  prin-cipled. prach-
cal and popular polices” Ar

LIM SMIDE

‘fony Abbott

Abbott angues that cutting the
migration rate could be enacted
swittly as it would not require
state and termitory approval or
Senatenegotiation.

In extracts of a speech to be
Jelivered to the Sydney Institute

THE LAND ROVER
MAIN EVENT 1S NOW ON

tonight and supplied to The Aus-
tralian, Mr Abbott says the immi-
gration rate should be returned t¢
what he claims was the iong-term
average under the 11 years of the
Howard gcvernment at least
until infrastructure and housing
stock could catchup.

Having tirst raised the 1ssue a
year ago, Mr Abbott has put firm
figures around his proposal, sug-
gesting the Turnbull government
should scale back the annual
intake t0110,00C ayeartc address
low wage growth, housing prices
and social integration that he
claims have becume cintical issues
due to historically high immi-
gration levels.

“It’s a basic law of economics
that increasing the supply of
labour depresses wages; and that

Continued cn. Page =
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Geofirey Rush and Eryn Jean Norvill as King Lear and his daughter Cordelia in the STC production of the Shakespearean play

ROSEV ARY NUHLL

Emerging stage actress Eryn Jean
Norvill has been revealed as the
woman att.heoe'm-eofal[egmom
ey |led Jgam.» ucoﬁm Rush

Laily Telegrap‘ s defence in
defamation ¢ against
Syduey newspaj er.

The Daily Te'egraph s amend-
ed defence doctiments. which had
previousiy beer suppressed, in-
ciude allegatior's Rush inappro-
priately touched Norvill while
they were on sfage in a Syduey
Theatre {ompany production of
King ic Rish  stienucusty
deniesthenilegatons.

The new spaper's particulars o2
qua]iﬁad privileze claim Norviil

on .p. ained lu the 8TC that Rush
had touched her genitats dunng

Nationals

SO KELLL

Nationals presilent Larry An-
thony has conveaed an emergen-
cy meeting ¢! senior party
officials to discvss the widening
Barnaby Joyce <7isis, following
pleas by forme: deputy prime
minister John Anderson for MPs
o “exercise ther responsibility”

.and resolve the -tand-off by next

week.

The phone hook-up included
Nationals part; offidals from
NSW, Queenslznd, Victoria and
Western Austraiia and canvassed
the political fillout over Mr
Joyee's affair wi'h former staffer
and mother of lis unborn child
Vikki Campica, which has
imperillec his leadership and
escalated callsfo : hisresignation.

The Austraiim understands
tne meeting wa: brief and there
was no final decisior. made about
Mr Jovee's fuure. The talks
specitically discussed yesterday’s
Newspoll, whica showed that
65 per cent of Avsmralians wanted
the Nationals leader to resign to
the backbench or leave parlia-
mentaltogether.

Michael McaCormack — the

\omll the actress who
starred in King Lear

the production of King Leur witk.-
sut her consent”. Rush denies this
iaim. The actor said it had not
re=n raised with him 5y the com-
viainantorthe STC

Rh, who has vehemently
denied the claims

The qualified -privilege partic-
ulars alse clam Rush harassed
Norvili threughout the pro-
duction and that another board
siember confiomed  the  above

incident had occurred. In its “par-
ticulars of truth” defence —which
Rush’s lawyers have described as
“scanty” and vague — the news-
paper alleges that the actor
touched Norvill “in a manner that

made the complainant feel un-,

comfortable” fivetimes during the
production’s closing week at Syd-
ney’s Roslyn Packer Theatre in
early Z016.

Rush was playing King Lear
and Norvill was portraying Cor-
delia. Lear's youngest daughter. In
one of the play’s most famous
scenes, the ageing monarch car-
ries his lifeless daughteracrossthe
stage. After the first “uncomfort-
ahle” touch, “the complainant said
to the applicant, words to the
effect ‘stop doing it' . however,
the applicant repeated the con-
duct .. on four uccasions”, accord-
ing tothe amended defence.

Rush denies that the conver-

phone a friend on Joyce crisis

McCormack

Joyce

Veterans’ Affairs Minister touted
as most likely to succeed Mr
Joyce—tuelledleadership specu-
iation furtner after repeatedly
retusing to support the Deputy
Prime Minister. He also refused
o rule out a challenge at next
Monday’s partyroom: meeting
before reluctantly signalling his
personal support.

“There is no challenge at the
moment,” Mr McCermack told
Sky News.

“Or course, there’s been talk
about what may or may not hap-
pen..butatthe moment Barnaby
Joyceistheleader of the National
party. If  knew what was going tc
happen this week, I'd be down at
the local racetrack betting on the

horses 1 knew were going to come
home™

Senior Nationals sources said
Mr Joyce commanded the sup-
port of a key bloc of MPs, includ-
ing Matthew Canavan, David
Littleproud, Nigel Scullion,
Bridget McKenzie, George
Christensen. Damian Drum and
Llew O'Brien.

Speaking in PyeongChang at
the Winter Olympics yesterday,
Ms McKenzie lent her support to
Mr Joyce, saying he “delivers for

jonal and A lia like

nobedy else”

“I support our leader,” Ms Mc-
Kenzie, the Sport Minister, said.
“This is a party that’s been deliv-

ering for the regions for100 years.

Barnaby's pet
project off track

The Australian Rail Track
Corporation has conceded that
Barnaby Joyce’s1700km inland
rail projectisunlikely to
generate a commercial return,
despite its off-budget treatment
asan equity investment.

FULLREPORT P4

“I have been unequivocal in
my comments around Barnaby
and his leadership and the Na-
tional party’s role in Australian
politics, so that’s whereit stands.’

MPs understood to be testing
the moods in their electorates
about the Joyce affair include
Darren Chester, Keith Pitt,
Andrew Broad, Michael McCor-
mack, Ken O'Dowd, Barry
O’Sullivan and Luke Hartsuyker.
Other MPs who have provided
qualified support for Mr Joyce in-
clude John Williams and Mi-
chelle Landry.

Continued on Page 4

MOREREPORTSP4
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sation with Norvill took place.

The particulars of truth further
allegethatata closing-night party
for the STC cast and crew at the
upmarket Wailsh Bay Kitchen
Restaurant, Rush allegedly went
into the female toilets and “stood
outside a cubicle that‘was occu-
pied by the complainant. The
complainant told the applicant to
Ik off, and he then left the bath-
room”. After this alleged incident,
the complainant was “visibly
upset” the defence documents
state.

Rush, who vehemently denies
any allegations of inappropriate
behaviour, launched defamation
proceedings against The Daily
Tcicgraph late last year, after the
newspaper published allegations
he had been the subject of an
“inappropriate behaviour” com-
plaint towards a female colleague

Continued on Page 2

Space next frontier
for hi-tech erims

Criminals in Mexico have builta
nationwide encrypted mobile
phone network to shield their
phone  conversations from
authorities— and they are odds-
on to harness satellite techio-
logy to spy on law-enforcement
agencies.

US futurist and author Marc
Goodman highlighted these and
other examples of criminals
operating at the cutting edge of
technology at a summit in Syd-
neyyesterday.

Mr Goodman is a speaker at
the three-day SingularityU Aus-
tralia Summit that looks at how
massive technological change is
shaping the world, including
crime. “There is a great quote by
GK Chesterton, who says: “The
criminalisthe trueartist, and the
detective is only the critic, " Mr
Goodman said yesterday.

FULLREPORYP3
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African street
gangs taskforce
‘afrontfor ALP’

STATE OF
DISORDER

SAMANTHA HUTCHINSON
VICTORIAN POLITICAL
REPORTER

Victoria Police’s African-Austra-
Jian Community Taskforce has
comeunderscrutiny for being too
politically partisan, with members
ofthe taskforce caughtupin Face-
book posts pledging allegiance to
Labor and making disparaging
commentsabout Liberal MPs.

Amonth after South Sudanese
community leader Richard Deng
called for Malcolm Tumbull and
Home Affairs Minister Peter Dot-
ton to be deported. Facebook
posts have emenzed showinz bim
pledginghis supportto labor.

Both Mr Dieng and fellow
South Sudanese commumiy lead
er Kot Manoah have become twn
of Victoria’s most promnent
spokesmen 1n the wake of gang-
related eventsover summer.

The two have heen appointed
to Victoria Police’s African-Aus-
tralian Community Taskforce to
helptackleyouth street gangs. hut
concerns have cropped up as
evidence emerges of the men's
allegedly partisanTlinks.

In comments on a Facebook
event apparently onanised with
Wyndbam ALP organiser Emily
Yuille and in other conversations,
Mr Deng and Mr Manoah speak
of theirallegianceto Labor and its
leader, Bill Shorten, while lavgh-
ing at disparagima comments
made abont state Liberal Oppo-
sition Leader Matthew Guy

In response to a connnent an
the Facebook paze that sad
“Invite Matthew Guy — we can
cook him on the BBQ,” Mr Denyg
said "Please don't blow up your
cover. We will show him how to

Richard Deng with Bill Shorfen at a Labor Christmas party

Kot Manoah

to him with a pair of tongs . sharp
ones(ifyouknowwhat [ mean)”

Inanother thread, Mr Manoah
writes to Mr Deng “Richard
Deng. Labour values are tra-
ditionally focus on improvinz
access for services and bridging
the class difference. You as a son
of a chief should always rally the
farmers and farmers’ children to
goLabour.”

Mr Deng responded: “Tintend
to always be there for people’s
party

Inother posts, Mr Dengspeaks
of Mr Shorten as the “potential
PM of Australia. He's doing very
well”. while also mentioning the
Liveral Party'swarwithmigrants
is getting deadly”

Opposition police spokesman
EdO'Denohue said partisan links
could undermine the work and
statgs of the community task-
force. "Tt's important any commit-
tee directly associated with the
Chief Commissioner Graham

talkand how to cookaBBQ.” Ashton is not only independent
Another post in the thread, by~ but perceived to be politically

otherrespondents, requested that  ndependent,” hesaid.

Liberal MP Bernie Finn wasn’t Victoria Police unveiled the

invited to the event because the taskforce in a high-profile media

guest “can’t promise ] won't take

event as it fought to address gang

Warnings as cyclone surf hits

Heavy surf along Australia s east
coast has led to hundreds of
rescues and atleast one death as
lifeguards in Queensland and
NSW urged swimmers to stay
out of the water

Swells of up to4m wer
predicted as big surf generated
by Tropical Cyclone Gitasaw
dozens of beaches closed

Allbeaches in the Gold Coast,
asweli as Mooloolaba on the
Sunshine Coast, were closed
veslerday, as well asmore than
10 Svdney beaches and
Newcastle's Merewether beach.

Surf Lifesaving NSW said it
was one of the busiest weekends
ofthe season as conditions
caused “chaos” along the coast

SECOND FDITION 16,591

Edifor-in-Chief Paul Whittaker

Editor. The Australian, Jonn Tehmann

More than 150 pecple were
rescued at the weekend with 42
ambulances called to treat
swimmers dumped by the surf.

A search continued vesterday
tor a22-vear-old man whoe
disappeared while swimming at
Valla Beach on the state’s north
<oast on Satunday. Another man
in bis 20s was found dead at Hat
Head near Kempsey on Sunday.

A hazardous surf warningin
NSW will most likely remain in
place until todav

Yorkeys Knob beach near
Cairns was also closed yesterday
aftera lifeguard spotted a 2m
cracodile swimmingzjust 15m
from the shors
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violence over summer. Oppo-
sition spokesman for scrutiny of
government Tim Smith slammed
the taskforce asa“sham”

“Daniel Andrews’s sham Afri-
can community taskforceis noth-
ing but a political front for the
Labor Party,” he<aid

Mr Dengrejected thathehada
bias to either political party, but
said hewonld strongly opposeany
political party that used the issue
of youth crime forpolitical gain.

“I support bipartisan politics,
but I don’t want politicians using
crime for political gain.” he told
The Australian. “My position as a
community leader is to represent
the people. And I'm not a Labor
memberinany form.”

He also said the comments did
not reflect on his work on the
taskforceinany way.

“There’s no  cormrelation
between those messages and the
taskforce; those messages are
from December and the taskforce
was announced in January.
There'snoconnection.” hesaid.

Mr Manoah. a lawver at Slater
& Gordon'’s Sunshine office. did
not respond to regnests for com-
srentregarduig the posts.

Victorian Labor assistant state
secretary Kosmos Samaras said
neither men had ever been mem-
bersoftheparty.

“The Victerian Lahor Party-
has had no contact and will con-

tinue to have no contact with any

individual who is active within
any government or government
related body; taskforce Our only
interest is to see these bodies suc-
ceed.” hesaid

‘Enslaved on
bread, pickles’

An Indian woman was alleg-
edly forcedto liveonbread and
pickles and made into a slave
by herhusband aftermovingto
Australia to be with him, a
courthas heard.

The man, who cannot he
identified, is charged with
reduding his wife to slavery in
August-October2015.

Melbourne ~ Magistrates
Court documents allege the
woman was forced into dom-
estic chores for her hu~band

evels not seen since the early
2000s but wages growth has

rge accumulated losses or high debt are
tuescope Steel, Amcor, Billabong

éproﬁt margins have risen to

e lower in 2015-16 — the year of the ATO
ords cited by the ABC— than atany time

much of the past decade despite our

% ia
glas been at historically highlevelsover
| fcomparatively high headline corporate
' :
|

;_ ternational and Transurban Holdings.

|
’ fany corporate tax for three years because of
|
i

orergnsharehﬂdﬂ-smAnst-ahan 2
Tberexsnognarantaeaialllhat

and his brother i diat
upon herarrivalin M elbourne.
The brother was initiaily
charged with a slavery offence
butthe charge was withdrawn.
TESSAAKERMAN

finto the red.

.17 The BCA and its high-profile
bers like Alan Joyce are insisting on a
mpany tax cut that would blow a massive
thole in the government’s revenues and l
fpush the budget and national debt further
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Rush case actress revealed

ontinucd rrom Page !

during a  Svdney  Theatre
Companv production of King
Lear.

[n his statement of claim
lodged with the Federal Court.
Rush alleged the newspaper arti-
cles carried “defamatory mean-
ings” thathe “behaved as a sexual
predator” while working on the
production.

Federal Court judge Michael
Wigney yesterday decided he
would not extend a confidentiali-
ty order he placed on The Daily
Telegraph’samended defence.

“The central reason is that I
think the interests of open justice
outweigh the. potential damage
to your client's (Rush’s) repu-

tation, be said. addressing
Rush's  barrister ~ Richard
McHughSC

However. the judge has re-
served his decision on Rush’s ap-
plication to strike out key
elementsof The Dailv Telegraph’s
defence. If successful, this would
mean these elements could not
beusedin court

The newspaper says it is tme
that allegations were made
against Rush but denies the more
serious meaning—that Rush ac-
tually committed the cenduct in
question—isconveyedby thear-
licie.

Tt alse: pleads qualified privi-
Jege over the entire article. argu-
mg publication of the allegations
wasinthepublicinterest

Mr McHugh argued that The
Daily Teiegraph’s “whole truth
Jefence should be struck” be-
causeitlacked “specificity’

He described a move by The
Dily Telegraph’s defenceteam to
subpoena documents from the
STC as “a fishing axpedition of
thehighestorder”

He also said the newspaper
cited 36 sources for the articles
that sparked the defamation pro-
ceedings, but had not spoken di-
rectly to Norviil. Among the
paper’s sources was Patrick
Mdntyre. the Svdney Theatre
C 55 |

Austraiian, told the court yester-
day Rush's strike-out bid was “a
drasticremedy . soughtatavery
eartv stage of proceedings”

The Pirates of thz Caribbean
star was not in court yesterday.
when details of the defence start-
od to emerge as the suppressicn
application was debated. Mr
Blackburn claimed that when
Norvill asked Rush tostop touch-
ing her in a way that made her
feel uncomfortable. *he didn't, he
keptondoingit”

However. Mr McHugh said
the actor and the complainant
were "necessarily touching” as
the production required. He said
therespondents’ detailsaboutthe
nature of the touching were sc
vague they lefl a “gaping hole™ in
the defence case.

Justice Wigney agreed the
lackof detail around thetouching
allegation was “hizarre”

In court. The Daily Telegrapn's
lawye:s adruﬂed Rush’s alleged

jate behaviour” had

Tom Blackhurn SC. barrister
for Nationwide News, owners of
The Daily Telegraphas wellas The

occurred during the last week of
the production, not over months,
asthenewspaperhad reported.

es as tax deductions
en they return to profit.

FACT: The tax cuts are
ready in the budget,
ich Treasury shows
rning to surplus

ABC’s opinion guidelines under fire

STEPHEN BROOK

The ABC’s Media Watch last
nightadded its voice.to criticism
of Emma Alberid, saying the
ABC chief economics
correspondent oversteppec the
markin ouline articles she
wrote about corporate tax
paymeants.

The senior ABC journalist
has already been criticised by
ABC management that said
there were issues with accuracy
in her news report and issues
with impartiality in her analysis
report about how onein five
major Australian companies
were not paving company tax,
both published last Wednesday.

The ABClast week removed
the analysis for rewriting and
editing and republished the
news report with additional
information.

The host of Meidia Watch
Paul Barry said Alberici’s
analysis was “well- arguedbut
one-sided” “You canstill see
Alberici's news story online, but
ithas now been drastically
rewritten, and we believe it
needed to be—to clear up the
confusion between income and
profit, to moderate the tone, and
to get rid of gratuitous swipes,”
hesaid.

Media Watch criticised the
ABC for its editorial staff’
guidelines about wnting
opinion and analysis picces and
called for them to be revised.

Barry said the analvsis was
initially removed because it
overstepped the ABC s “rigid”
guidelines on analvsis and
opinion, and atgued these
guidelines need to be relaxed.

“The analysis report was
withdrawn from publication on
the advice from Editorial
Policies that it did not comply
with opinion guidelines for ABC
journalists,” an ABC spokesman
told The Austrulian.

Alberici told Media Watch
she contested the ABC claim
aboutinaccurades. “Tset about
testing the claim that tax cuts
for big companies are
necessarily linked to wages
growth. As the ARC's chief
cconomics correspandent with
25 years' experience in the fields
of business and finance
reporting I would be expected to
do that.” she said.

Despite ABC news director
Gaven Morris flagging
problems via email with
tanagers about two hours after
the pieces were published. the
ABC did notremovethe
analysis from its website until
the following day and didnot
update and republish the rews
reportuntil Friday.

Itis understood
consultations between editors
and with Alberici contributed to
the delay. By that time the
Prime Minister’s office, the
Treasurer’s officeand
Communications Minister
Mitch Fifield had written to
ABC managing director
Michelle Guthrie urging her to
investigate the articles, which
Senator Fifield said “fell well
short of the standards set by the
ARC'seditorial policies”

Onesection in the IU0(0-
word complaint from the Prime
Minister's office said the
coverage had confused income
with profit. “Alberici repeatedly
compares the ‘income’ several
companies have earned, with
the taxes they pay. Corporate
income taxis payable on profits,
not grossincome.” the
complaint said

NICK CATER P12
EDITORIAL P12

Abbott’s
call to cut
migrant
intake

Continued from Page 1

increasing demand for housing
boosts price,” Mr Abbottsaid.

“Such is the unreality of our
political discourse, though, that
amidst great concern about
unaffordable  housing and
stagnant wages, no one on the
frontbench of government or
opposition had been prepared to
raise the one big contributing
factor that is wholly and solely
within the federal government’s
control — until Peter Dutton
finally said last week that immi-
gration could be cut “if it's in our
national interest’.”

Mr Abbott’s call has support
from several conservative col-
leagues, with Mr Dutton, the
Home Affairs Minister, recently
agreeing the migrant intake
should be reviewed. Criticsof the
high intake argue that compan-
ies abuse the 457 visa program
that helpssubdue wage costs.

The Department of Home
Affairs statistics for last year
revealed a net migration intake
of 132,608, which was below the
government’s “planninglevel” of
190,000. More than two-thirds
of migrants amrive as skilled
migrants and one-third from the
family visa stream.

The major source countries
include India, China and Britain.
More than a third of all new
migrants settlein NSW.

Mr Abboit, who as prime
minister in 2014 approved a rise
in the hwanitarian refugee in-
take from 13,750 t0 18,750 by this
vear, admitted that some busi-
nesses would be “inconven-
ienced” by acuttotheskilledand
family migration intake.

“But that’s hardly unreason-
able if it helps wages to grow
more strongly and makes homes
more affordable . . At Jeast until
infrastructure, housing stock,
and integration has better
caught up, we simply have to
move the overall numbers sub-
stantially down,” he says.

“A strong migration program
inthelongterm doesn’tpreciude
a smaller one in the short term
especially when there’s acute
pressure on living standards and
quality of life.”

.Mt Abbottalso claimsthereis
a political imperative for the
Tumnbull government in target-
ing immigration.

“In order towin the nextelec-
tion, the government needs pol-
icy positions which are prin-
cipled. practical and popular,” he
says.

"And it they also outrage the
Labnr Party, so much the better.
Scaling back immigration ac-
knowledges that government’s
firstduty isto its own citizens.”

In a continuation of a theme
he has pursued since losing the
leadership in 2015, Mr Abbott
argues that politics is at a “low
ebb” He cites the Queensland
government’s demands for a
! bullying
despite having no ideas on how
to tackle it and knowing the fed-
eral government does not run
schools.

“Another instance is the fed-
erel government’s National
Energy Guarantee,” Mr Abbott
says. “It sounds wonderful. Both
prices and emissions will fall and
the lights will stay on. “"We just
have to relv on the experts at the
Avustralian Energy Market Op-
eratorandat the Energy Security
Boardtotellushowit’sdone”

areenack for

Labor finds some coal comfoirt

Continued from Fage {

talking up jobs creation and the
importance of mining. “Thereis a
roie for mining in Australia; there
is a role for coal in Australia.” he
saidin Townsvilleyesterday.

n his speech, Mr Butler said
Australia’s coking coal industry
had a bright future, while the
economic case for thermal coal
wasbecoming more marginal.

“If anything. Australia is likely
to mu;&se its already dommant

th etradei
ing coal from Queensland. butthe
cutlock for thermal coal is a
different matter,” hesaid.

The case made a decade ago
for opening up Queensland’s Gal-
ilee Rasin “restesl on demand pro-

jections that are fundamentally

inconsistent with current market
trends and the more probable sce-
narios for future global demand”
“In all of the many discussions
I'vehad overrecentyears with dif-
ferent interests about the Galilee
Basin projects, a consensus view
has been put that they are simply
not financially viable — that the

cost of developing the new mines
cannotberecouped fromadeclin-
ing market with a thermal coal
price projected to he in the dol-
drurus for years,” Mr Butler said.

“Adani continues tostruggleto
get financial backing for the Car-
michael mine, most recently seen
in the decision of the large Chi-
nese banks to walk away from the
project. Andinlight of what's hap-
pening in the Indian energy mar-
ket — including to Adani's
massive power station in the state
of Guijarat, the Mundra station —
it's increasingly difficult to see
how Adani would get off-take
agreements for Carmichael coal.”

Mr Butler said he could be
proven wrong if the Adani project
secured taxpayer funds to help
make the mine viable, and that
Labor conceded there would con-
tinue to be “sul ja) di d

ario, those opertitions will
continue to bave 27 market for
quite some time to/ come, but the
growth projectior’s that under-
pioned plans for a brand new
basin bave disapp’eared.”

Vir Butler said] governments in
Australia, throus sh their resources
agencies, had kyeen “bullish about
the outlook feir thermal coal ex-
ports”. He poi nted to Labor's 2012
energy white: paper, which fore-
cast thermal/ coal exports increas-
ing production by an average of
2 8percentuyearover 20 vears.

“Coal ex:ports (of coking and
thermal coal) were ‘expected to
grow strongly’ fo hetween 530
(million) ;and 690 million tonnes
by 2025,” he said. ‘And the paper
said poiritedly that ‘increasing de-
roand has meant that ap entirely
new coal precinct has opened up
inQ land's Galilee Basin®

overseas for thermal coal export-
ed” from the Hunter Valley.
“That coal is high-quality,
close to port and seen as a stable
source forimporters,” hesaid.
“Evenonthe Iuternational En-
ergy Agency’s two-degree scen-

A decade on, those projections
were “fundamentally inconsistent
with current market trends”

Resources Minister Matt Can-
avan recently called coal a “beau-
tiful industry”. but said exports
wereunder threat fromthe US.
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‘touching’
allegations
against star

MATTHEW BENNS

OSCAR winner Geoffrey Rush
allegedly touched an actress
hrepeahedly inaway thal made

PROUD HISI’ORY Kathy Probm, Geoff Deeble Malcolm and Ros Story at the Uraldla Bcvwls Club, before the green s dug up and mplacsd with a synthetic

e next month.
REECE HOMFRAY

URAIDLA Bowls Club is pre-
paring to farewell 70 years of
history this month when the
last grass green in the Adelaide
Hills is dug up and replaced
with a synthetic surface.

The drain on volunteers to
maintain the pristine surface
and a move towards year-
round, low-maintenance use
will see the tiny Hills town join
Gumeracha, Hahndord, Lens-
wood. Lobethal, Meadows,
Mount Barker, Mount Pleas-
ant, Oakbank and Woodside
with an artificial surface

1t costs about $10,000 a year
to maintain a grass green and
about $220,000 to install a syn-

thetic one. The club’s decision
to make the switch has been
four years in the making and
will be funded by a State Gov-
ernment grant and member do-
nations and loans.

Geoff Deeble, 60, is the
club’s volunteer greenkeeper.
He spends three half-days a
week mowing, spraying, water-
ing and rolling the green with
the help of four others,

But he says the time is right
to join the growing movement
among bowls clubs towards a
synthetic surface.

According to Bowls SA,
about 30 per cent of its 220
clubs have replaced their grass
greens with syntheticand a fur-
ther 10 per cent are considering

it. “Because the bowling dub’s
population is getting older and
we're relying on volunteers to
do thework—we'vegot one guy
who rolls the greens for me in
his 80s — you can't go on for-
ever,” Mr Deeble said.

“The cost of maintaining the
green you factor into your run-
ning costs but it's the man-
power required and, here in the
Hills, the growing season
doesn’t start until late spring
and if we get a wet spring then
we can't get people to the club
practising.

“Every time you've got peo-
ple there, you're generating
revenue with bar sales and
things like that and with an ar-
tificial surface somebody can

nnnup.getsumebowiswtand
goforit’

The dub put a proposal toa
member vote last summer and,
while it was passed, there was
still some resistance.

“There’s people that are un-
happy in our club, there are a
few who would rather stay the
traditional way, but you've got
to move forward,” Mr Deeble
said. “Every club that visits us
says ‘this is fantastic, we're real-
ly soity to see it go’ but every
other club has got rid of their
grasandgmeaniﬁdiforﬂ:e
samereason weare”

Uraidla Bowls Club was
formed in 1948 and the green—
which was returfed in the 1980s
—hasbeen in the same locztion

Picture: MATT TURNER

ever since. The final game on
the grass will be played on Feb-
ruary 24 and digging will start
in early March, with the new
surface ready for next summer.
A concert to farewell the
green is planned for March 3
with singer Dave Gleeson.
Bowls SA chief executive
Mark Easton said synthetic
surfaces were popular among
hills and country clubs but he
hoped they would never take
over completely. “T certainly
think it has an appeal having a
synthetic, it’s not too dissimilar
to having tennis played on
grass and hard court, but 'm
not sure that we want to lose

&mwhoiebaxanddice.i't’srﬁce |

to have a mixture,” he said.

her requests for him to “stop
doing it", the Federal Court
heard esterday

Rush’s co-star in the Sydney
Theatre Com-
pany’s 2015-2016
production of King .
Lear, Eryn Jean
Norvill, complain-
ed about the Pi-
rates Of The
Caribbean  star ;.
after he allegedly touched her
on five occasions during the
final week of the play.

The court heard the actor,
pictured, followed her into the
female toilets at the after-party

. on the final night of the STC's

performance of the Shake-
speare classic and stood out-
side her cubicle until she told
him to “f... off”. The incident al-
legedly left her “visibly upset”.

Rush, 66, is suing The Daily
Telegraph for its reporting of
Ms Norvill's complaint about
alleged inappropriate behav-
iour made to the Sydney
Theatre Company in 2016.
Rush denies the allegations.

Yesterday the Federal Court
lifted a suppression order on
the newspaper’s defence docu-
ment, rejecting an application
by Rush’s lawyer Richard
McHugh, SC, tostop the details
being made public.

Upon application by Dauid
Sibtain, representing Fairfax
Media and Channel 9, Justice
Michael Wigney said fears that
releasing details of the defence
case could further damage
Rush’s reputation were out-
weighed by the need for open
justice. According to the docu-
ment, Rushtouched theactress
“in a manner that made the
Complainant feel uncomfort-
able” during the play’s final
scene.

As King Lear, Rush had to
carry Norvill on to the stage as
: she simulated the lifeless body
+ of her character. Norvill asked
Rush to “stop doingit” but it is
alleged he repeated the touch-

| ing on another four occasions.

wsiichoosedaysa
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friend who was living in Perth
atthelime.

The friend, named Chris,
called police in April 1993 to
say he had reccived as many
as eight or nine calls from
Chad between late November
and late December.

It is possible Chad attemp-
ted to call after that, but Chris
told police he moved house in
late December.

Chris said that inoneof the
calls, Chad told him they were
in Sydney. In another, about
three weeks later, he had said

they were in Adelaide. Sen-
Sgt Powrell said that while
police had no reason to doubt
the information. it was “very
unusual” that nobody cver
came forward to say they had
picked up the two hitchhikers.

The phone calls were not
able to be verified through
phone records.

“The time gap between the
phone calls would indicate
they were hilchhiking with a
number of people or travelled
2 number of different ways.”
hesaid

(‘ Chad and Melony Sutton disappeared

————4} fromthelr INNLBhome on Nov 23,1992 |/
They planned to hitchhike to PERTH. J

Afriend says thad made asertes of phone calls from

il

NovtoDec1992. One call s made from SYDNEY,
another - three weeks later - from ADELAIDE
The calls are not traced and never confirmed.

“1 would have thought
somebody would have come
forward shortly after 1992 ..
(that) there would be a con-
cerned mother or father who
would say why are these
young kids hitchhiki 3

H{.;’said there was nls'(: ;
possibllity the siblings ha

been left on the side of the
roadin a remote areaand died
of dehvdration. their bodics

never found.
G Jean Turich

themselves, and give them a
lin to help them out and then
{call police)™

Sen-Sgt Powell said that
without any verification of the
siblings’ whereabouts at any
time, detectives had been lefll
with the whole of Australia as
asearch area.

sald that Chad and Melony's
mother had died without
learning the fate of her child-
ren. But she said her daughter
never gave up hope that
they'dturn up alive.

“(She was always) saying
they'll tum up somewhere.
sometime,” shesaid

“It's only a natural a moth-
or m}d_bl think thal She was
terribly upset, crying.”

Msy'mdch said she be-
lieved it was likely her grand-
children had been abducted.

“It's either foul play they've
met wilh or else someone’s
got them _. into one of those
cults” she said. “I just wish
someone who knows some-
thing would come forward.”

Sen-Spt Powell has ap-
pealed to the public for any in-
formation regarding the pair.
OF s Siep L 60D 13 0

Rush to
take action
over claim

LEADING actor Geoffrey
Rush is bringing defamation
proceedings over allegations of
inappropriate behaviour made
against him.

‘The Oscar winner yester-
day announced he would take
action in the Federal Court
against Svdney’s Daily Tele-
graph, which first published
the story. “I must now seek
vindication of my good name
through the courts,” he said.

Rush has strongly denicd
the allegations, which date
back to a Svdney Theatre
Company performance of King
Learin 2015.

lawyer Nicholas Pullen
said Rush was unable to an-
swer questions aboul the case.

The veteran actor’s break-
through performance in the
1996 film Shinc earned him an
Academy Award, a Golden
Globeand a BAFTA.

He has gone on to become
one of Australia’s bipgest and
most respected Hollywood ex-
ports, starring in Shakespeare
in Love. Elzabeth and The
King's Speech.

Toowoomba-born  Rush,
66, was a prominent actor at
the Queensland Theatre Com-
pany before his movie success.

He now lives in Melbourne
with hiswife.

The Daily Telegraph’s editor
Christopher Dore said: “The
Dally Telegraph accurately
reported that the Syvdney
‘Theatre Company received a
complzint alleging that Mr
GeofTrey Rush had engaged in

ropriate behaviour.

“We will defend our pos-
ition in court.” he said.
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OSCAR winner Geoffrey
Rush allegedly touched an ac-
tress repeatedly in a way that
made her uncomfortable and
ignored her requests for him
lo “stop doing it", the Federal
Court heard yesterday.

Rush’s co-star in the Syd-
ney Theatre Company's
2015-2016 production of King
Lear. Eryn Jean Norvill. com-
plained about the Pirates Of
The Caribbean star after heal-
legedly touched her on five
occasions during the final
weck of the play.

The court heard the actor
followed her into female toi-
lets at the after-party on the
final night of the performance
of the Shakespeare classic and

EFo o~ AR Ve N U S
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stood outside her cubicle until
the “visibly upsel” actross told
him to “f-— off”

Rush, 66. is suing the Daily

ing details of the defence case
could further damage Rush's
reputation.

According to the docu-
ment. Rush touched the ac-
tress “in a manner that made
the Complai feel un-

Telegruph for its reporting of
Ms Norvill's complaint about
alleged inappropriate behav-
iour, made to STC in 20l6.
Rush denies the allegations.
Yesterday  the Federal
Court lifted a suppression
order on the newspaper’s de-
fence document. rejecting an
application by Rush’s lawyer
Richard Mcl{ugh, SC, to stop
the details being made public.
Justice Michael Wigney
said the need for open justice
outweighed fears that releas-

comfortable™ during the play’s
final scene.

As King Lear, Rush had to
carzy Norvill on to the stage
as she simulated the lifeless
body of the title character’s
daughter. Cordelia.

Norvill asked Rush to “stop
doing it” but it is alleged that
he repeated the touching on
another four occasions in the
final week of the play in
January 2016,

Tom Blackburn, SC. coun-

sel for Nationwide News, pub-

Mr McHugh had argued
the s truth defe

lisher of the Daily Telegrap

told the court this touching
could amount to “scandalous
and inappropriate behaviour”™

“The allegation is not that
she was touched in a particu-
lar place but she was touched
in a way that made her un-
comfortable. She said stop
and he kept doing it.” he said.

Mr McHugh said Rush de-
nied the allegations.

“They arc necessarily
touching as part of what the
production requires.” hesaid.

And he said an earlier re-
port which quoted Rush as
saying he had a ~stage door
Johnny crush” on the actress
was clearly saidin jest.

should be struck out because
itlacked sufficient detail.

According to the news-
paper's defence. Rush en-
gaged in further inappropriate
behaviour at the party to cele-
brate the final night.

During the party, Rush
allegedly “entered the female
bathroom located in the foyer
of the Rosyln Packer Theatre,
knowing {Norvill) was in
there, and stood outside a cu-
bicle™ that shewas in.

He left when she told him
to “f—- off”. She was “visibly
upset” following the incident.

Mr Blackburn said: “There
can be no more compelling

Court hears that actress repeatedly asked Geoffrey Rush to ...

Geoffrey Rush
and Eryn Jean
Norvlll In the

sy %ﬂﬂﬂ

eatre
Company's
King Lear.

reason for publication than it
was true.”

According to the defence
document: “Following the in-
vestigation the STC decided
that it would never work with
the Applicant (Rush) again.”

The Daily Telegraph is also
relying on the defence of
qualified privilege in the defa-
mation case. arguing it was in
the publicinterest.

The Dailv Telegraph says it
bad more information about
the Rush allegations at the
time of publication but did not
include them in its reports.

This included an allegation
that Rush had touched Nor-
vill on the genitals.
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