APPENDIX|
COMPLIANCE WITH ANNUAL REPORT REQUIREMENTS

This is a guide to the report’s compliance with the requirements for Annual Reports as approved by the Joint
Committee of Public Accounts and Audit under subsections 63(2) and 70(2) of the Public Service Act 1999.

AIDS TO ACCESS PAGE NUMBER
Letter of transmittal 4
Table of contents inside front cover
Index 207
Glossary 211
Contact Officer 216
Internet home page address and Internet address for report officer 216

YEAR IN REVIEW

Summary of significant issues and developments 14, 62
Overview of the Court’s performance and financial results 17
Outlook for following year 17
Significant issues and developments — portfolio n/a

ORGANISATIONAL OVERVIEW

Overview of the Court and National Native Title Tribunal 5,60
Role and functions 5, 60
Organisational structure 10,61
Outcome and program structure 50
Where outcome and program structures differ from PB Statements/PAES or other n/a

portfolio statements accompanying any other additional appropriation bills (other portfolio
statements), details of variation and reasons for change

Portfolio structure n/a

REPORT ON PERFORMANCE
Review of performance during the year in relation to programs and contribution to outcomes 26

Actual performance in relation to deliverables and KPIs set out in PB Statements/PAES or 16
other portfolio statements

Where performance targets differ from the PBS/ PAES, details of both former and new n/a
targets, and reasons for the change

Narrative discussion and analysis of performance 16, 65
Trend information 138
Significant changes in nature of principal functions/ services n/a
Performance of purchaser/provider arrangements n/a
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AIDS TO ACCESS PAGE NUMBER
Factors, events or trends influencing the Court’s performance 22
Contribution of risk management in achieving objectives 50
Performance against service charter customer service standards, complaints data, and the 41

Court’s response to complaints

Discussion and analysis of the Court’s financial performance 49
Discussion of any significant changes from the prior year or from budget 49
Agency resource statement and summary resource tables by outcomes 132

MANAGEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY

CORPORATE GOVERNANCE

Certificate of actions in dealing with fraud 50
Compliance with Commonwealth Fraud Control Guidelines 50
Corporate governance practices 48, 72
Senior executive and their responsibilities 201
Senior management committees and their roles 48, 72
Corporate and operational planning 48, 62
Internal audit arrangements including approach adopted to identifying areas of significant 50

financial or operational risk and arrangements to manage those risks

SES remuneration 111
EXTERNAL SCRUTINY

Significant developments in external scrutiny n/a

Judicial decisions and decisions of administrative tribunals and by the Australian 50, 73
Information Commissioner

Reports by the Auditor-General, a Parliamentary Committee or the Commonwealth 50, 73
Ombudsman

MANAGEMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES

Effectiveness in managing and developing human resources 52
Staffing statistics 197
Enterprise Agreements, Determinations, individual flexibility arrangements and AWAs 52
Statistics on employees who identify as Indigenous 52
Training and development 54
Work health and safety performance 52
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AIDS TO ACCESS PAGE NUMBER
Productivity gains 52
Performance pay 52

ASSETS MANAGEMENT

Asset management 104
Assessment of purchasing against core policies and principles 51
Consultants 51
Absence of provisions in contracts allowing access by the Auditor-General 51
Contracts exempt from AusTender 51
Financial statements 81
Procurement initiatives to support small business 51

OTHER INFORMATION

Work health and safety, (Schedule 2. Part 4 of the Work Health and Safety Act 2011) 52
Advertising and Market Research 51
Ecologically sustainable development and environmental performance 56
Compliance with the agency’s obligations under the Carer Recognition Act 2010 n/a
Grant programs n/a
Disability Reporting 54
Information Publication Scheme Statement 38
Correction of material errors in previous annual report n/a
Agency resource statements and resources for outcomes 132
List of requirements 204
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INDEX

A

Acts and Instruments (Framework
Reform) Act 2015, 22, 23
Administration and Constitutional
Law and Human Rights NPA,
39, 157
Administration of the Court
Accommodation, 49, 55
Advertising and marketing
services, 51
Agency resource statement, 132
Asset management, 49
Audit and risk management, 50
Consultants, 51
Environmental management, 56
External scrutiny, 50
Financial management, 17
Fraud control, 50
Library and information
services, 57
Property management, 55
Purchasing, 51
Role of Principal Registry, 10
Security, 55
Tendering and contracting, 51
see also Finance; Human
resources; Information technology
Administrative Appeals Tribunal, 21,
44,182-3
President, 8
Presidential Members, 6, 7, 8,

Registry, 10, 136
Administrative Appeals Tribunal Act
1975, 26, 182
Administrative Decisions (Judicial
Review) Act 1977 (ADJR Act),
21,26
Administrative law matters
Decisions of interest, 175-6,
181-2, 182-3
Workload and statistics, 27, 32,
35, 36, 162, 163
see also Administrative and
Constitutional Law and Human
Rights NPA
Administrative Notices, 24
Admiralty Act 1988, 11, 21, 180
Admiralty and maritime law seminar,
39
Admiralty and Maritime NPA, 158
Admiralty Marshals, 11, 21, 53
Admiralty matters
Decisions of interest, 169-70,
180-1
Jurisdiction, 21
Workload and statistics, 27, 32,
35, 36, 150, 162, 163
ADR
see Assisted Dispute Resolution
Advertising and marketing services,
51
Affidavits, 24, 25, 34, 55
Agency Multicultural Plan, 55
Agency resource statement, 132
Appeals
Age of current matters, 28, 29
Corporations, 141
Full Court sittings, 28, 29
Jurisdiction, 21, 28
Migration, 16-17, 21, 28, 29,

34, 141
Native title, 21, 30, 141
Reserved judgments, 16
Self represented litigants, 36
Source, 156
Urgent, 29
Workload and statistics, 28-9,
155, 156
see also Administrative Appeals
Tribunal; Defence Force Appeals
Tribunal
Approved Forms, 23-4
Arbitration, 31
see also Mediation
ASEAN Nations, 45
Ashby v Slipper, 39
Asia Pacific region, 42-4, 57
Assisted Dispute Resolution (ADR),
31
Number of referrals, 31, 162
Types, 31
see also Mediation
Attorney-General, 52
Audit Committee, 50, 57
Audit Report, Independent, 78-9
Auditor General, 51, 57
AusTender, 51
AustLIl, 38
Australian Bar Appellate Advocacy
Course, 40
Australian Capital Territory (ACT)
District Registry, 137
Contact details, 216
Registrar, 137
Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC),
45, 164
Decision of interest, 174
Australian Competition Tribunal,
32,49, 164-5
Decision of interest, 165
Deputy Registrars, 134, 135,
136, 137
Part-time Deputy President, 7, 8, 9
Part-time President, 6
Principal Registry, 10
Registrar, 136, 137
Australian Courts Consortium, 57
Australian Crime Commission, 175-6
Australian Crime Commission Act
2002, 175-6, 177
Australian Defence Force
Judge Advocate General, 7
see also Defence Force Discipline
Appeal Tribunal
Australian Energy Regulator, 164
Australian Financial Security
Authority, 24
Australian Human Rights
Commission, 63, 73
Indigenous Roundtable on Property
Rights, 63
Australian Human Rights Commission
Act 1986, 172
Australian Information Commissioner,
73
Australian Institute of Criminology, 50
Australian Institute of Judicial
Administration, 33
Australian Law Reform Commission, 33
Inquiry into legal barriers for people
with disabilities, 34

Part-time Commissioner, 7, 8
Review into native title, 63
Australian National Audit Office
(ANAO), 50
Audit report, 78-9
Australian Network on Disability
‘Stepping into Law’ program, 53
Australian Public Service (APS),
10, 54
Code of Conduct, 73
Australian Public Service
Commission, 52
Australian Securities and Investments
Commission Act 2001, 21, 167,
168, 179
Jurisdiction, 21
Australian Signals Directorate, 57
Australian Taxation Office, 175, 176
Australian Workplace Agreements, 52
Award for Digital Excellence, National
Archives, 15
Application, 202-3

Bangladesh, 45
Bankruptcy Act 1966, 11, 21, 24, 26
Bankruptcy matters, 36
Bankruptcy user group, 40
Federal Circuit Court, 17
Fees, 37
Financial counsellor assistance, 36
Jurisdiction, 21
Workload and statistics, 32, 35,
36, 39, 140, 146, 163
Building and Construction Industry
Improvement Act 2005, 181

C

Cambodia, 45

Canada, 45

Cartels, 21, 138, 174

Case management, 15, 24, 42, 43,
45, 56
Handbook, 34
System, 15-16, 34, 39, 45, 138
see also National Court Framework
(NCF)

Casetrack, 138

Cause of action (CoA), 138

Chief Executive Officer, 48, 50, 51
Instructions, 51

Chief Justice, 6, 23, 24, 41, 42, 44,
45, 48, 49, 54, 167, 169, 173,
174, 179, 180, 182
Acting Chief Justice arrangements, 9
Activities, 184-6

China, 169-70

Civil Law and Justice Legislation
Amendment Act 2015, 55

Class actions, 34, 42

Commercial and Corporations NPA,
16, 39, 158

Commissioner of Taxation, 21,
176, 182

Commonwealth Law Courts buildings, 55

Community and Public Sector Union
(CPSU), 52

Community relations, 39-41

Compensation, 168, 171, 172-3, 179
Native title applications, 21, 30,
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67, 68
Competition and Consumer Act 2010,
20, 174
Competition and Consumer
Regulations 2010, 164
Competition law matters, 42, 45
Decision of interest, 174
Workload and statistics, 27, 32,
35, 36, 162, 163
Competitive tendering and
contracting, 51
Complaints, 41
Constitution, 5, 14, 20, 22, 28, 157
Decision of interest, 175
see also Administrative and
Constitutional Law and Human
Rights NPA
Consultancy services, 51
Consumer Action Law Centre, 36
Consumer law matters
Decisions of interest, 167, 179-80
Workload and statistics, 32, 148,
162, 163
Contact details, Registries, 216
Contact officer, annual report, 216
Cook Islands, 43
Copyright Act 1968, 171, 172
Copyright Amendment Act 2006, 165
Copyright Tribunal, 32, 165-6
Deputy President, 8, 10
President, 7
Registrar, 134, 137
Registry, 10
Corporate Services, 43, 49-57
Merger, 17
Corporations Act 2001, 11, 21, 26,
168, 171, 172, 178, 181-2
Corporations matters
Appeals, 141
Court fees, 37
Decisions of interest, 167-8, 178,
181-2
Federal Court, Rules, 11, 24
Jurisdiction, 21
Workload and statistics, 17, 27, 32,
35, 36, 139, 140, 147, 162, 163
see also Commercial and
Corporations NPA
Costs matters, 32, 162, 163
Decisions of interest, 172-3, 177-8
Council of Australian Governments
(COAG)
Investigation into Indigenous land
administration and use, 63
Country Fire Authority Act 1958
(Vic), 175
Court fees, 37
Exemption, 37
Regulations, 23
Court Record, 203
see also Electronic Court File
Court Registry Blueprint Project, 16
Court Security Act 2013, 55
Cross-vesting Scheme Acts, 26
Criminal Cartel Trials NPA, 138

D

Daily Court Lists, 37, 38

Decisions of interest, 167-83

Defence Force Discipline Appeal
Tribunal, 132, 166
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Member, 7
President, 7, 10
Principal Registry, 10
Registrars, 134, 135, 136, 137
Defence Force Discipline Appeals Act
1955, 166
Department of Finance
Memorandum of Understanding, 55
Disability
Australian Network on, 53
Reporting, 54
Disadvantaged litigants, 36, 37, 63
District Registries, 10, 11, 48, 133,
134-7, 201
Court Registry Blueprint Project, 16
Locations and contact details, 216
Document management
see Electronic Court File; see also
eServices

E

Education
Community, 40-1
Digital records and information
management training, 54
Electronic Court File, 15, 33, 53
Judicial, 15, 41
Legal education programs, 41
National Standard on Judicial
Education, 41
see also Community relations;
Human resources, training and
development; Training
Electronic Court File (ECF), 14-15,
33, 38, 39, 56
Education and Training, 15, 33, 53
National Archives Award for Digital
Excellence, 15
National Archives Award for Digital
Excellence, Application, 202-3
Productivity gain, 15
see also eServices
Electronic Document and Record
Management System (EDRMS), 54
electronic hearings
see eServices
Employment and Industrial Relations
NPA, 159
Enterprise Bargaining Negotiation
Team, 52
Environmental performance, 56
eServices, 14, 33
eCourtroom, 33
eLodgment, 15, 33
eTrials project, 15
Skype for Business, 54, 57
Strategy 14, 33
see also Electronic Court File (ECF);
Information Technology; Website
Essendon v Australian Sports Doping
Authority, 39
Expert Indigenous Working Group, 63
External scrutiny, 50
Independent Auditor’s Report,
78-9
NNTT, 73

F

Fair Work (Registered Organisations)
Act 2009, 21
Fair Work (Transitional Provisions
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and Consequential Amendments)
Act 2009, 21

Fair Work Act 2009, 21, 175, 177,
178

Fair Work Australia
President, 8

Fair Work/Workplace Relations
matters
Fees, 37
Jurisdiction, 21
Workload and statistics, 27, 35,
36, 152

Family Court of Australia, 56
Corporate Services merger, 17
Library Services, 57

Federal Circuit Court
Bankruptcy matters, 17, 36
Corporate Services merger, 17
Jurisdiction, 21, 25
Library Services, 57
Migration matters, 17, 21, 29, 149
Registrars, 134-7
Registry services, 10, 17, 25
Source of appeals, 17, 21, 22-3,
28, 156
Workload and statistics, 17, 25,
156

Federal Circuit Court of Australia Act
1999, 11, 23, 26

Federal Court (Bankruptcy)
Amendment (Examination
Summons and Other Measures
Rules 2015, 24

Federal Court (Bankruptcy) Rules,
11,24

Federal Court (Corporations)
Amendment (Examination
Summons) Rules, 24, 25

Federal Court (Corporations) Rules,
11,24

Federal Court and Federal Circuit
Court Regulation 2012, 23, 37

Federal Court Liaison Committee, 40

Federal Court of Australia
Accessibility, 33-4
Corporate Services merger, 17
Establishment, 5
Functions and powers, 5
Judges, 6-9
Jurisdiction, 20-2
Jurisdiction, concurrent, 21, 25
Management, 48-57
Management Structure, 153
National Practice Committee,
34,48
Objectives, 5
Officers of the Court, 11, 21, 22
Outcome and program structure,
50

Principal Registrar, 10, 42, 44, 45,
133, 134
Registries, 10, 134-7
Registry Management Structure, 48
Staff, 52, 198-201
see also Administration of the
Court; Human resources; Workload
Federal Court of Australia Act 1976,
5, 6, 10, 11, 23, 28, 31, 48, 179
Amendments, 22-3
Federal Court of Australia
(Consequential Provisions) Act
1976, 26

Federal Court Rules 1979, 172
Federal Court Rules 2011, 11, 23,
24,31
Federal Court users groups, 39, 40
Federal Courts Legislation
Amendment (Fees) Regulation
2015, 23
Federal Courts Legislation
Amendment Act 2015, 22
Federal Magistrates Court, 17
see also Federal Circuit Court
Fees
Exemptions, 36, 37
New arrangements, 23, 25
Regulations, 23
Finance
Agency resource statement, 132
Appropriation, 49, 50, 132
Budget position, 17
Efficiency dividend, 17
Equity, 49
Finance Committee, 49
Financial accounts, 49-50
Financial management, 17, 49
Financial statements, 81-131
Independent Auditor’s Report,
78-9
Net operating result, 49
NNTT appropriation, 72
Operating surplus, 17
Outcome and Program Statement,
50
Statement by Registrar and Chief
Finance Officer, 80
Federated States of Micronesia, 43
Financial counsellor, assistance to
SLRs, 36
Force, use of to enter premises, 22
France, 44
Fraud control, 50
Freedom of Information, 38

G

Geospatial services, 30

Governance, 48-9
NNTT, 56, 72

Governor-General, 10

H

High Court of Australia, 5, 10, 17,
23,26, 28, 29, 41, 57, 91, 166,
169, 179, 181
Registry services, 10

Human resources, 52
Average staffing level, 50, 52
Consultation, 52
Employee Assistance Program, 53
Enterprise Agreement, 52, 53, 54
Indigenous employees, 52
National Excellent Service Award,
54
Number of staff, 11
Performance pay, 52
Recruitment and retention, 53
Salary ranges, 200
Senior Executive Service, 52, 197,
198, 199, 201
Staff with disability, 53
Staffing profile, 52, 197-201
Study assistance, 54
Training and development, 53, 54

Work health and safety, 52-3

Work life balance, 54

Workforce planning, 53

Workplace bargaining, 52-3

Workplace diversity, 53
Human rights matters

Decision of interest, 170

Fees, 37

Workload and statistics, 27, 32,

35, 36, 162, 163

see also Administrative and

Constitutional Law and Human

Rights NPA

Income tax
see Taxation matters
Income Tax Assessment Act 1936,
17, 176, 177, 182
Income Tax Assessment Act 1997,
182
Indigenous Advisory Group, 53
Indigenous Clerkship Program, 40
Indigenous Land Use Agreements
(ILUASs), 30, 67
Assistance and registration, 21,
61, 64, 68, 69, 71
Register, 21, 61, 64, 68, 69, 71
Registered (Map), 71
Individual Docket System, 25
Indonesia
Australia Indonesia Partnership for
Justice, 42
Memorandum of Understanding, 42
Supreme Court (Mahkamah Agung
Republik), 42
Industrial law matters
Decisions of interest, 175, 177-8,
181
Workload and statistics, 32, 35,
36, 162, 163
see also Employment and Industrial
Relations NPA
Industrial Relations Court of Australia
Judge, 6
Information Publication Scheme, 38
Information technology (IT), 56-7
Court infrastructure, 56-7
Courtroom technology, 56
Cyber intrusions, 57
Heat service portal, 57
Modernisation, 56
Security, 57
Skype for Business, 54, 57
Video conferencing, 56, 57
Website RSS feeds, 38
see also eServices; Electronic
Court File; Website
Intellectual Property Laws
Amendment Act 2015, 22
Intellectual property matters
Decision of interest, 171-2
Jurisdiction, 21
Workload and statistics, 27, 32,
35, 36, 154, 162, 163
Intellectual Property NPA, 159
International Arbitration Act 1974, 37
International work of the Court, 42-5
Internship Program, 42
Judicial Independence in the
Maldives, 44



Memoranda of Understanding,

42-3

Pacific Judicial Development

Program, 43

Visitors to the Court, 44-5

see also Judges’ Activities
Interpreters, 36

J

James Hird v Australian Sports
Doping Authority, 39
Judges
Activities, 184-96
Appointments and Retirements, 10
Commissions/Appointments, 6-9
Committees, 48-9
List, 6-9
Meetings, 49
see also Chief Justice
Judges in Conversation Series, 39
Judgments
Access to, 38, 39
Decisions of interest, 167-83
Number, 16, 26
Reserved, 16, 26
Televised, 39
Timeliness of delivery, 16, 26, 145
Judicial decisions and decisions of
administrative tribunals, 50
NNTT, 73
Judicial education, 15, 41
Judiciary Act 1903, 20, 21, 22, 26
Jurisdiction, 20-2
Appellate, 28
Changes, 22
Concurrent, 21, 25
Original, 5
Jurisdiction of Courts (Cross-vesting)
Act 1987, 26
Justice Connect, 34
JusticeNet SA, 34

K

Kenya, 45
Kiribati, 43
High Court, 57

L

Latimer House Principles, 44

Law Council of Australia, 23, 34
President’s Medal Award, 63

Law Courts Buildings, 55
Security, 55

Legal Aid, 37

Legal Aid Western Australia, 34

Legal community, 33, 40

Letter of transmittal, 4

Library and Information Services, 57

Limitations of Action Act 1958
(Vic), 179

Local Government Act 1993 (NSW),
168

Maldives, Supreme Court of, 44
Maritime matters

see Admiralty matters
Marshall Islands, 43
Media, information for, 38, 39

Mediation, 31, 38
Fees, 23
Native title, 21, 30, 63, 64, 65,
66, 67, 163
Outcomes, 163
Registry facilities, 55
Statistics, 31, 32, 162, 163
see also Assisted Dispute
Resolution (ADR)

Mediation and Case Management
Seminar, 42

Mediators
Court registrars, 31
In-house, training, 54
National Mediator Accreditation
Scheme, 31
Native title, 30

Migration Act 1958, 21, 29, 173, 174

Migration Act matters, 138, 149
Appeals, 16-17, 21, 28, 29, 34,
36, 141
Decision of interest, 173-4
Expedited hearings, 29
Jurisdiction, 21, 29
Self represented litigants, 34,
35,36
Workload and statistics, 17, 27,
29,32, 149

Military Justice (Interim Measures)
Act (No 1) 2009, 166

Migration Litigation Reform Act
2005, 149

Mining Act 1992, 174

Multicultural Plan, Agency, 55

N

Namibia, 45
National Consultative Committee
(NCC), 52
National Consumer Credit Protection
Act 2009, 179
National Coordinating Judges, 15
National Court Framework (NCF),
15-16, 25, 27, 38, 39, 53
Key Features, 16
National Administrative Notice:
NAT 1, 24
National Disability Strategy, 54
National Electricity Law, 164
National Environment Committee, 56
National Excellent Service Award, 54
National Mediator Accreditation
Scheme, 31
National Native Title Register, 61,
64, 69
see also Register of Indigenous
Land Use Agreements; Register of
Native Title Claims
National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT),
60-75
Accountability, 73
Advertising expenditure, 51
Australian Human Rights
Commission, provision of
information to, 73
Claimant applications assistance
and registration, 67-8
Client and stakeholder
engagement, 63
Client service charter, 73
Code of conduct, 73

Corporate services, 62
Decision reviews, 66
Deputy Registrar, 62
Establishment, 60
Expedited procedure objections,
60, 65-6, 73
External scrutiny, 73
Federal Court ordered inquiry, 66
Financial management, 17, 49, 72
Financial operating statement, 72
Forum participation, 63
Functions and powers, 60-1, 65-9
Future act determination
applications, 65
Future act workshops, 64
Future acts, 65-6
Geospatial services, 30, 69
Governance, 72
Indigenous Advisory Group, 53
Indigenous Land Use Agreements
(ILUAs), 21, 30, 61, 64, 67, 68,
69, 71
Judicial decisions, 73
Map of registered determinations,
70
Map of registered ILUAs, 71
Mediations, 21, 30, 63, 64, 65,
66, 67, 163
Members, 61, 63-4
Management, 72
Native title application inquiry, 66
Office locations, 61
Online services, 64, 73
Organisational review, 62
Practice Directors, 62
Prescribed bodies corporate,
63, 64
President, 61, 63
President’s Medal, Law Council of
Australia Award, 63
President’s presentations, 63,
74-5
President’s Review, 53, 62, 72
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP),
53
Reconsideration of registration
test, 67
Records management, 54
Registers, 21, 61, 64, 68, 69, 71
Registrar, 61, 67-9
Report on Activities, 60-75
Significant developments, 62-4
Senior Executive Service, 197, 201
Staff, 53, 197, 198, 201
Staff training, 54, 62
Statutory Office-Holders, 61
Tenure Portals, 64
Vision, 62
Website, 64, 73
Workload, 65, 66, 67, 68
see also Native title
National Practice Areas (NPAs),
15, 39
Commencement, 16
List, 15
National Coordinating Judges,
15, 39
Workload, 157-61
National Practice Committee, 34, 48
Native Title Act 1993, 11, 21, 37, 60,
66, 67, 68, 69, 73
Native title matters

INDEX

Appeals, 21, 30
Case management, 30
Claimant and amended
applications, 67-8
Compensation applications, 30,
67, 68
Court fees, 37
Determinations, 30, 66, 67
Jurisdiction, 21, 30
Maps of registered determinations
and registered ILUAs, 70, 71
Mediation, 30, 163
Notification, 68
Priority list of claims, 30
Registers, 21, 64, 67, 69
Systemic issues, 30
Tenure analysis, 30
Timeliness, 27, 30, 144
Workload and statistics, 17, 27-8,
39, 140, 141, 142, 151, 161, 162,
163
see also National Native Title
Tribunal
Native Title NPA, 161
Nauru, 43
New South Wales
Department of Justice, 57
Gundungurra native title matters,
30
Independent Commission Against
Corruption (ICAC), 174
User group meeting on
Commonwealth native title and
NSW land rights legislation, 30
New South Wales District Registry,
10, 39, 40, 41, 42, 134
Contact details, 216
Deputy Registrars, 134
Registrar, 50, 134, 201
New Zealand
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 43
Niue, 43
Northern Territory
Native title, 68
Northern Territory District Registry,
10, 55, 57, 137
Contact details, 216
Registrar, 137

o

Organisational structure, 133
Outcome and program structure, 50
Overview of Court, 5

Overview of Year’s activities, 14-17

P

Pacific Judicial Development
Program, 43-4
Funding, 43
Key results, 43-4
Participating judiciaries, 43
Toolkits, 44
Website, 44
Palau, 43
Papua New Guinea, Supreme and
National Courts
Chief Justice, 44
Memorandum of Understanding,
42-3
Patents Act 1990, 171
Performance
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Financial management, 17
Monitoring, 15
Overview, 14-17
Purchasing, 51
Time standards, 16-17, 25, 27-8,
145
see also Financial statements;
Workload, statistics

Performance pay, 52

Police Officers, use of force to enter
premises, 22

Policy and Planning Committee, 48

Portal, Commonwealth Courts, 37

Practice and procedure, 23, 26, 48,
49, 167, 168, 169, 171, 172, 173
Reforms, 16, 34
see also Tribunals

Practice News, 38

Practice Notes, 24

Procurement, 51

Productivity, 15, 33

Productivity Commission
Inquiry into access to justice
arrangements, 34

Project Wickenby, 176

Property management, 55
Queensland building upgrades, 55
Security, 55

Protective Security Policy Framework
(PSPF), 55, 57

Public Governance, Performance and
Accountability Act 2013, 50, 80

Public Interest Disclosure Act 2013,
22,23

Public Service Act 1999, 10, 11,
50, 52

Published information, 38
Information Publication Scheme,
38

Purchasing, 51

Queensland, 64
Indigenous Land Use Agreements,
66, 67, 68
Native title, 30, 64, 65, 66, 67,
68, 69
Self represented litigants
assistance, 34

Queensland District Registry, 10, 40,
41,43, 44,50, 135
Contact details, 216
Registrar, 135, 201

Queensland Public Interest Law
Clearing House (QPILCH), 34

R

Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP), 53
Records
Electronic Court File, 14-15, 33,
38, 39, 56
NNTT, 54
Reforms, 33-4
see also National Court Framework
Register of Indigenous Land Use
Agreements, 21, 61, 64, 68, 69, 71
Register of Native Title Claims, 61,
64, 67, 69
Registrars of the Court
Appointment, 10
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List, 134-7
Native title mediation, 31
Powers, 10, 48
Principal, 10, 134
Registries, 10, 134-7
Contact details, 216
Court Registry Blueprint Project, 16
District, 10, 134-7
Management structure, 48, 133
Principal, 10, 42, 134, 216
Workload, 25
see also Name of registry
Reserved judgments, 16
Resource statement, 50

S

Samoa, 43
Security, 55
IT, 57
Security Guarding contract, 55
Self represented litigants
Assistance, 34
Financial counsellor assistance, 36
Statistics, 35-6
Seminars, workshops and lectures, 39
see also International work of the
Court; Judges Activities; NNTT,
President’s presentations
Sex Discrimination Act 1984, 170
Significant issues and developments,
14-17
Solomon Islands, 43
South Australia
Native title, 30, 63, 67
South Australia District Registry, 10,
40, 43, 57, 136
Contact details, 216
Deputy Registrar, 136
Registrar, 136, 201
Staff statistics, 52, 197-201
see also Human resources
Standing Committees, Judges, 48-9
Supreme and National Courts of
Papua New Guinea, 42
Judge, 7
Supreme Court of Indonesia, 42
Supreme Court of Norfolk Island,
5,21
Chief Justice, 7, 10
Judge, 7, 10
Supreme Court of the ACT
Additional Judge, 6, 7, 8, 9
Supreme Court of the Maldives, 44
Supreme Court of Tonga, 57
Supreme Court of the United States,
171
Supreme Court of Vanuatu, 43, 57
Supreme Courts of the States and
Territories, 21, 26

T

Tasmania District Registry, 10,
57, 136
Contact details, 216
Registrar, 136

Tax Laws Amendment (2010
Measures No 2) Act 2010, 182

Taxation Administration Act 1953,
176, 182

Taxation matters

Decisions of interest, 176-7, 182-3
Jurisdiction, 21
Workload and statistics, 27, 32,
35, 36, 153, 162, 163

Taxation NPA, 160

Technology
see Information Technology;
see also Electronic Court File;
eServices; Website

Televised judgments, 39

Thailand, 45

Time standards, 16-17, 25, 27-8,
145, 146
Cases completed, 16, 145, 146
Delivery of judgments, 16, 26
Disposition of matters, 25, 145
Disposition of matters other than
native title, 26
Disposition of migration appeals,
16-17
see also Workload

Tokelau, 43

Tonga, 43

Toolkits, Pacific Judicial Development

Program, 44

Trade Practices Act 1965, 164
see also Competition and
Consumer Act

Trade Practices matters, 20, 27
Decisions of interest, 168-9, 174

Training
Court users, 15, 33
Electronic Court File, 15, 203
International, 42, 44
Marshals, 53
NNTT staff, 54, 62
Staff, 15, 53, 55, 57
see also Community relations;
Education

Tribunals, 164-6
Decisions of interest, 165, 166
Practice and procedure, 164,
165, 166
Registries, 32
see also Administrative Appeals
Tribunal; Australian Competition
Tribunal; Copyright Tribunal;
Defence Force Discipline Appeal
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A type of indigenous land use agreement.

An application to a higher court to review a decision of a lower court or tribunal.
For example, an appeal from a decision of a Federal Circuit Court judge may be

made to the Federal Court, and a decision of a single judge of the Federal Court
may be the subject of an appeal to the Full Court of the Federal Court.

The power given to a court to hear appeals in certain matters.

The individual, organisation or corporation who/which applies to the Court to
start legal proceedings against another person or persons. Also known as
‘plaintiff” in admiralty and corporations matters and in some other courts. In the
National Native Title Tribunal the applicant is the person or persons who make an
application for a determination of native title or a future act determination.

The document that starts most proceedings in the Federal Court.
A type of indigenous land use agreement.

A type of indigenous land use agreement.

A term used in the Federal Court’s case management system to classify
proceedings commenced with the Court. There are sixteen main causes of action
and five supplementary causes of action.

An application made by Indigenous Australians seeking compensation for loss or
impairment of their native title.

An application by a respondent in an appeal also seeking a review of the lower
court or tribunal decision and made in response to the appeal. A cross appeal
is not required if the respondent is simply seeking that the decision of the lower
court or tribunal be upheld.

A claim made in a proceeding by one party against a co-party, such as the

first respondent (or defendant) against the second respondent (or defendant).
However if the claim in the proceeding is by one party against an opposing party,
such as the respondent (or defendant) against the applicant (plaintiff), it is called
a counter claim. A cross claim has to be closely connected to what is in dispute
in the original claim or a counter claim.

Orders made by the Court or a judge in relation to the conduct of a proceeding.
Before the trial or hearing of a matter a judge may give directions so that the
parties involved will be properly ready. The directions usually set down a list of
steps to be taken by the parties and the deadline for those steps. The steps
usually involve filing of material and defining the issues that require a decision by
the Court.
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A process by which the parties involved in a legal proceeding must inform each
other of documents they have in their possession and which relate to the matters
in dispute between the parties.

A system by which each case is allocated to a particular judge who will then see
the case through to completion. In the Federal Court the system is called the
Individual Docket System (IDS).

An electronic court file is a digital version of the Court file including all documents
filed with the Court or created by the Court.

A document or item produced in court for the purpose of becoming part of the
evidence in a proceeding.

The process of the Court accepting a document or documents lodged by a party
to a proceeding.

A proceeding heard in the Court’s original jurisdiction.
Three or more judges sitting together to hear a proceeding.
A proposed activity on land and/or waters that may affect native title.

An application requesting the National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT) to determine
whether a future act can be done (with or without conditions).

A decision by the NNTT either that a future act cannot be done, or can be done
with or without conditions. In making the determination, the Tribunal takes into
account (among other things) the effect of the future act on the enjoyment by
the native title party of their registered rights and interests and the economic or
other significant impacts of the future act and any public interest in the act being
done.

All negotiation parties must negotiate in good faith in relation to the doing of
future acts to which the right to negotiate applies (Native Title Act 1993 s 31(1)
(b)). See the list of indicia put forward by the NNTT of what may constitute good
faith in its Guide to future act decisions made under the Right to negotiate
scheme at www.nntt.gov.au. Each party and each person representing a party
must act in good faith in relation to the conduct of the mediation of a native title
application (s 136B(4)).

That part of a proceeding where the parties present evidence and submissions to
the Court.

Indigenous land use agreement, a voluntary, legally binding agreement about the
use and management of land or waters, made between one or more native title
groups and others (such as miners, pastoralists, governments).
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Interlocutory proceedings are for dealing with a specific issue in a matter —
usually between the filing of the application and the giving of the final hearing
and decision. An interlocutory application may be for interim relief (such as an
injunction) or in relation to a procedural step (such as discovery).

The final order or set of orders made by the Court after a hearing, often
accompanied by reasons which set out the facts and law applied in the case. A
judgment is said to be ‘reserved’ when the Court postpones the delivery of the
judgment to a later date to allow time to consider the evidence and submissions.
A judgment is said to be ‘ex tempore’ when the Court gives the judgment orally at
the hearing or soon after.

The extent of legal authority or power of the Court to apply the law. The
Federal Court has jurisdiction under more than 150 Acts of the Commonwealth
Parliament and has original and appellate jurisdiction.

Individuals, organisations or companies who/which are the parties to a
proceeding before the Court.

A process in which an impartial third party (the mediator) assists the parties in
an attempt to bring about an agreed settlement or compromise, without requiring
a decision of the Court.

An agreement on issues, such as a process or framework agreement, that leads
towards the resolution of a native title matter but does not fully resolve it.

The National Court Framework is a number of reforms to the Court’s case
management approach.

The record of native title determinations.

A person who has been appointed by the Governor-General as a member of
the Tribunal under the Native Title Act. Members are classified as presidential
and non-presidential. Some members are full-time and others are part-time
appointees.

A subject matter area in which the Court’s work is organised and managed.

A decision by an Australian court or other recognised body that native title does
or does not exist. A determination is made either when parties have reached an
agreement after mediation (consent determination) or following a trial process
(litigated determination).

An application made for the legal recognition of native title rights and interests
held by Indigenous Australians.
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Representative Aboriginal/Torres Strait Islander Body also known as native title
representative bodies are recognised and funded by the Australian Government
to provide a variety of functions under the Native Title Act 1993. These functions
include assisting and facilitating native title holders to access and exercise their
rights under the Act, certifying applications for determinations of native title and
area agreements (ILUA), resolving intra-indigenous disputes, agreement-making
and ensuring that notices given under the NTA are brought to the attention of the
relevant people.

An application made by a person who does not claim to have native title but who
seeks a determination that native title does or does not exist.

The process by which people, organisations and/or the general public are
advised by the relevant government of their intention to do certain acts or by the
NNTT that certain applications under the Act have been made.

Description applied to activities that take place on the relevant area of land, for
example mediation conferences or Federal Court hearings taking place on or near
the area covered by a native title application.

The authority or legal power of the Court to hear a case in the first instance.

People involved in a court case. Applicants, appellants, respondents,
defendants, are generally called ‘parties’.

Prescribed body corporate, a body nhominated by native title holders which
will represent them and manage their native title rights and interests once a
determination that native title exists has been made.

The Court publishes Practice Notes and Administrative Notices. Practice
Notes are issued by the Chief Justice on advice of the judges of the Court.
Administrative Notices are issued by each District Registrar at the request, or
with the agreement, of the judges in the District Registry to which the notice
relates.

Provide guidance on practice and procedure required or followed by the Court
nationally to supplement what might be contained in statutes or the Court's
Rules.

Provide guidance on practice and procedure required or followed by the Court
in the District Registry to which the notice relates to supplement what might be
contained in statutes or the Court's Rules.

The regular and orderly progression of a lawsuit, including all acts and events
between the time of commencement and the judgment.

A record of all indigenous land use agreements that have been registered. An
ILUA can only be registered when there are no obstacles to registration or when
those obstacles have been resolved.
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The record of native title claimant applications that have been filed with the
Federal Court, referred to the Native Title Registrar and generally have met the
requirements of the registration test.

A person or persons whose names(s) appear as ‘the applicant’ in relation to a
claim that has met the conditions of the registration test and is on the Register
of Native Title Claims.

A set of conditions under the Native Title Act 1993 that is applied to native title
claimant applications. If an application meets all the conditions, it is included

in the Register of Native Title Claims, and the claimants then gain the right to
negotiate, together with certain other rights, while their application is under way.

The Federal Court of Australia Regulations 2004 which prescribe the filing and
other fees that must be paid in relation to proceedings in the Federal Court.

The individual, organisation or corporation against whom/which legal proceedings
are commenced. Also known as a 'defendant’ in admiralty and corporations
matters and in some courts. In an appeal it is the party who/which did not
commence the appeal.

Rules made by the judges which set out the procedures for conducting a
proceeding. The current rules of the Federal Court are the Federal Court Rules,
Federal Court (Corporations) Rules 2000 (for proceedings under the Corporations
Act 2001) and Federal Court (Bankruptcy) Rules 2005 (for proceedings under the
Bankruptcy Act 1966).

A party to a proceeding who does not have legal representation and who is
conducting the proceeding on his or her own behalf.

A fee that must be paid when a date is set for hearing a matter. It includes the
first day’s hearing fee and, usually, has to be paid at least 28 days before the
hearing.
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FEDERAL COURT REGISTRIES

PRINCIPAL REGISTRY

Law Courts Building Queens Square Sydney
NSW 2000

Phone: (02) 9230 8567

Fax: (02) 9280 1381

Email: query@fedcourt.gov.au
http://www.fedcourt.gov.au
Contact hours: 8.30am-5.00pm

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY DISTRICT REGISTRY
Nigel Bowen Commonwealth Law Courts Building
Childers Street, Canberra City ACT 2600

Phone: (02) 6267 0666

Fax: (02) 6267 0625

Email: actman@fedcourt.gov.au
Counter hours: 9.00am-4.30pm
Contact hours: 8.30am-5.00pm

NEW SOUTH WALES DISTRICT REGISTRY
Level 17 Law Courts Building
Queens Square, Sydney NSW 2000

Phone: (02) 9230 8567

Fax: (02) 9230 8535

Email: nswdr@fedcourt.gov.au
Counter hours: 9.00am-4.30pm
Contact hours: 8.30am-5.00pm

NORTHERN TERRITORY DISTRICT REGISTRY
Level 3 Supreme Court Building
State Square, Darwin NT 0800

Phone: (08) 8941 2333

Fax: (08) 8941 4941

Email: ntreg@fedcourt.gov.au
Counter hours: 9.00am-4.00pm
Contact hours: 8.30am-5.00pm

QUEENSLAND DISTRICT REGISTRY

Level 6 Harry Gibbs Commonwealth
Law Courts Building

119 North Quay, Brisbane QLD 4000

Phone: (07) 3248 1100

Fax: (07) 3248 1260

Email: gldreg@fedcourt.gov.au
Counter hours: 9.00am-4.00pm
Contact hours: 8.30am-5.00pm

SOUTH AUSTRALIA DISTRICT REGISTRY
Level 5 Roma Mitchell Commonwealth
Law Courts Building

3 Angas Street, Adelaide SA 5000
Phone: (08) 8219 1000

Fax: (08) 8219 1001

Email: sareg@fedcourt.gov.au
Counter hours: 9.00am-4.30pm
Contact hours: 8.30am-5.00pm
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TASMANIA DISTRICT REGISTRY
Edward Braddon Commonwealth
Law Courts Building

39-41 Davey St, Hobart TAS 7000

Phone: (03) 6232 1615

Fax: (03) 6232 1601

Email: tasreg@fedcourt.gov.au
Counter hours: 9.00am-4.30pm
Contact hours: 8.30am-5.00pm

VICTORIA DISTRICT REGISTRY

Level 7 Owen Dixon Commonwealth

Law Courts Building

305 William Street, Melbourne VIC 3000

Phone: (03) 8600 3333

Fax: (03) 8600 3351

Email: vicreg@fedcourt.gov.au
Counter hours: 9am-4.30pm
Contact hours: 8.30am-5.00pm

WESTERN AUSTRALIA DISTRICT REGISTRY
Level 6 Peter Durack Commonwealth
Law Courts Building

1 Victoria Avenue, Perth WA 6000

Phone: (08) 9268 7100

Fax: (08) 9221 3261

Email: waregistry@fedcourt.gov.au
Counter hours: 8.30am-4.00pm
Contact hours: 8.30am-5.00pm

CONTACT OFFICER FOR ANNUAL REPORT
Megan O’Brien

Principal Registry

Phone: (02) 9230 8720

Fax: (02) 9223 1906

Email: Megan.O’Brien@fedcourt.gov.au

If you have a hearing or speech impairment, contact us
through the National Relay Service (NRS):
TTY users phone 133 677 then ask for your local registry’s
phone number as listed above
Speak and Listen users phone 1300 555 727 then ask
for your local registry’s phone number as listed above
Internet relay users connect to the NRS and then ask
for your local registry’s phone number as listed above.
SMS relay text 0423 677 767 andask for your local
registry’s phone number as listed above.

An electronic version of the report is available at
http://www.fedcourt.gov.au
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