
















Annexure Certificate 
 

“ZB1” 
 

 

Federal Court of Australia                                                          No.  NSD701 of 2024 

District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General 

 
BRUCE LEHRMANN  
Appellant 

NETWORK TEN LTD LIMITED ACN 052 515 250 and another  
Respondents 
 
 
 

This is the annexure marked “ZB1” produced and shown to Zali Burrows at the 
time of affirming her affidavit on 6 September 2024  

Annexure “ZB1” being copy of trust statements for proceedings NSD104/2023, 
NSD316/2023 and a Statement of Account for NSD103/2023 Bruce Lehrmann v 

Network Ten Pty Ltd & Anor 

 

Before me:  

 

Elania Alexander 
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Statement of Account

Date: 15/07/2024
Person Responsible: Paul Svilans

Bruce Lehrmann
No address provided

Matter: MOBL694
Client: Bruce Lehrmann
Description: Bruce Lehrmann v Network Ten Pty Ltd & Anor

Mark O'Brien Legal 19 / 68 Pitt Street
Sydney NSW 2000
Ph. 02 9216 9847

ABN 86 002 421 123

Date Invoice No Description Inv.Total Amt. Paid Balance Due

30/11/2023 1988 MOBL694 Lehrmann, Bruce Lehrmann v Network 
Ten Pty Ltd & Anor $27,405.76 $27,391.73 $14.03

19/12/2023 2009 MOBL694 Lehrmann, Bruce Lehrmann v Network 
Ten Pty Ltd & Anor $111,202.90 $90,258.84 $20,944.06

$20,958.09

Ageing as at 15/07/2024

Current > 30 Days > 60 Days > 90 Days Less Credit Less Trust Total Due

- - - $20,958.09 - - $20,958.09

Statement of Account - Summary
Printed: 15/07/2024

Mark O'Brien Legal
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Annexure Certificate 
 

“ZB2” 
 

 

Federal Court of Australia                                                          No.  NSD701 of 2024 

District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General 

 
BRUCE LEHRMANN  
Appellant 

NETWORK TEN LTD LIMITED ACN 052 515 250 and another  
Respondents 
 
 
 

This is the annexure marked “ZB2” produced and shown to Zali Burrows at the 
time of affirming her affidavit on 6 September 2024 

Annexure “ZB2” being copy of Mr Lehrmann’s letter of employment offer dated 29 
June 2020 

 

Before me:  

 

Elania Alexander 
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Annexure Certificate 

 
“ZB3” 

 
 

Federal Court of Australia                                                          No.  NSD701 of 2024 

District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General 

 
BRUCE LEHRMANN  
Appellant 

NETWORK TEN LTD LIMITED ACN 052 515 250 and another  
Respondents 
 
 
 

This is the annexure marked “ZB3” produced and shown to Zali Burrows at the 
time of affirming her affidavit on 6 September 2024 

Annexure “ZB3” being copy of Mr Lehrmann’s Centrelink statement dated 3 
September 2024 

 

Before me:  

 

Elania Alexander 
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Annexure Certificate 

 
“ZB4” 

 
 

Federal Court of Australia                                                          No.  NSD701 of 2024 

District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General 

 
BRUCE LEHRMANN  
Appellant 

NETWORK TEN LTD LIMITED ACN 052 515 250 and another  
Respondents 
 
 
 

This is the annexure marked “ZB4” produced and shown to Zali Burrows at the 
time of affirming her affidavit on 6 September 2024 

Annexure “ZB4” being copy of Mr Lehrmann’s Royal North Shore Medical Records 
dated 16 February 2021 

 

Before me:  

 

Elania Alexander 
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“ZB5” 
 

 

Federal Court of Australia                                                          No.  NSD701 of 2024 

District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General 

 
BRUCE LEHRMANN  
Appellant 

NETWORK TEN LTD LIMITED ACN 052 515 250 and another  
Respondents 
 
 
 

This is the annexure marked “ZB5” produced and shown to Zali Burrows at the 
time of affirming her affidavit on 6 September 2024 

Annexure “ZB5” being copy of the ICCPR 

 

Before me:  

 

Elania Alexander 
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 Commission – General

Human rights at your fingertips

Back to Contents (https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/rights-and-
freedoms/publications/human-rights-your-Angertips)
1 Foreword (/human_rights/Angertips/foreword.html)
2 Chart of Australian Treaty RatiAcations as of May 2012
(/human_rights/Angertips/treaty_ratiAcations.html)
3 Chart of related rights and articles in human rights instruments
(/human_rights/Angertips/related.html)
4 Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(/human_rights/Angertips/declaration.html)

 terna i na  o enant n Civil an  l tical g ts5 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(/human_rights/Angertips/civil_rights.html)
6 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(/human_rights/Angertips/economic_rights.html)
7 International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination (/human_rights/Angertips/racial_discrimination.html)

International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights - Human rights at your
fingertips

Listen
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8 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
(/human_rights/Angertips/women.html)
9 Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment (/human_rights/Angertips/torture.html)
10 Convention on the Rights of the Child (/human_rights/Angertips/child.html)
11 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(/human_rights/Angertips/disabilities.html)
12 United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(/human_rights/Angertips/indigenous.html)
13 Principles relating to the Status of National Institutions (Paris Principles)
(/human_rights/Angertips/principles.html)
14 Useful resources (/human_rights/Angertips/resources.html)

5 International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights
Adopted and opened for signature, ratiAcation and accession by General Assembly
resolution 2200A (XXI) of 16 December 1966

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 23 March 1976, in accordance with article 49

P AMPREAMBLE

The States Parties to the present Covenant,

Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the Charter of the
United Nations, recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable
rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and
peace in the world,

Recognizing that these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the human person,
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Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
ideal of free human beings enjoying civil and political freedom and freedom from fear
and want can only be achieved if conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy
his civil and political rights, as well as his economic, social and cultural rights,

Considering the obligation of States under the Charter of the United Nations to
promote universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and freedoms,

Realizing that the individual, having duties to other individuals and to the community
to which he belongs, is under a responsibility to strive for the promotion and
observance of the rights recognized in the present Covenant,

Agree upon the following articles:

P R  IPART I

Article 1Article 1

1. All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely
determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural
development.

2. All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth and
resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of international economic
co-operation, based upon the principle of mutual beneAt, and international law. In no
case may a people be deprived of its own means of subsistence.

3. The States Parties to the present Covenant, including those having responsibility
for the administration of Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories, shall promote the
realization of the right of self-determination, and shall respect that right, in conformity
with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations.

P R  IIPART II

Article 2Article 2
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1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and to ensure to all
individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in
the present Covenant, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or
other status.

2. Where not already provided for by existing legislative or other measures, each State
Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take the necessary steps, in accordance
with its constitutional processes and with the provisions of the present Covenant, to
adopt such laws or other measures as may be necessary to give effect to the rights
recognized in the present Covenant.

3. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes:

(a) To ensure that any person whose rights or freedoms as herein recognized are
violated shall have an effective remedy, notwithstanding that the violation has been
committed by persons acting in an oecial capacity;

(b) To ensure that any person claiming such a remedy shall have his right thereto
determined by competent judicial, administrative or legislative authorities, or by any
other competent authority provided for by the legal system of the State, and to
develop the possibilities of judicial remedy;

(c) To ensure that the competent authorities shall enforce such remedies when
granted.

Article 3Article 3

The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the equal right of
men and women to the enjoyment of all civil and political rights set forth in the
present Covenant.

Article 4Article 4
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1. In time of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and the existence
of which is oecially proclaimed, the States Parties to the present Covenant may take
measures derogating from their obligations under the present Covenant to the extent
strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures are
not inconsistent with their other obligations under international law and do not involve
discrimination solely on the ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social
origin.

2. No derogation from articles 6, 7, 8 (paragraphs 1 and 2), 11, 15, 16 and 18 may be
made under this provision.

3. Any State Party to the present Covenant availing itself of the right of derogation
shall immediately inform the other States Parties to the present Covenant, through
the intermediary of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, of the provisions from
which it has derogated and of the reasons by which it was actuated. A further
communication shall be made, through the same intermediary, on the date on which it
terminates such derogation.

Article 5Article 5

1. Nothing in the present Covenant may be interpreted as implying for any State,
group or person any right to engage in any activity or perform any act aimed at the
destruction of any of the rights and freedoms recognized herein or at their limitation
to a greater extent than is provided for in the present Covenant.

2. There shall be no restriction upon or derogation from any of the fundamental
human rights recognized or existing in any State Party to the present Covenant
pursuant to law, conventions, regulations or custom on the pretext that the present
Covenant does not recognize such rights or that it recognizes them to a lesser extent.

P R  IIPART III

Article 6Article 6

1. Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by law.
No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.
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2. In countries which have not abolished the death penalty, sentence of death may be
imposed only for the most serious crimes in accordance with the law in force at the
time of the commission of the crime and not contrary to the provisions of the present
Covenant and to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide. This penalty can only be carried out pursuant to a Anal judgement rendered
by a competent court.

3. When deprivation of life constitutes the crime of genocide, it is understood that
nothing in this article shall authorize any State Party to the present Covenant to
derogate in any way from any obligation assumed under the provisions of the
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

4. Anyone sentenced to death shall have the right to seek pardon or commutation of
the sentence. Amnesty, pardon or commutation of the sentence of death may be
granted in all cases.

5. Sentence of death shall not be imposed for crimes committed by persons below
eighteen years of age and shall not be carried out on pregnant women.

6. Nothing in this article shall be invoked to delay or to prevent the abolition of capital
punishment by any State Party to the present Covenant.

Article 7Article 7

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment. In particular, no one shall be subjected without his free consent to
medical or scientiAc experimentation.

Article 8Article 8

1. No one shall be held in slavery; slavery and the slave-trade in all their forms shall be
prohibited.

2. No one shall be held in servitude.

3. (a) No one shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour;
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Paragraph 3 (a) shall not be held to preclude, in countries where imprisonment with
hard labour may be imposed as a punishment for a crime, the performance of hard
labour in pursuance of a sentence to such punishment by a competent court;

For the purpose of this paragraph the term “forced or compulsory labour” shall not
include:

(i) Any work or service, not referred to in subparagraph (b), normally
required of a person who is under detention in consequence of a
lawful order of a court, or of a person during conditional release
from such detention;

(ii) Any service of a military character and, in countries where
conscientious objection is recognized, any national service required
by law of conscientious objectors;

(iii) Any service exacted in cases of emergency or calamity
threatening the life or well-being of the community;

(iv) Any work or service which forms part of normal civil obligations.

Article 9Article 9

1. Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected
to arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such
grounds and in accordance with such procedure as are established by law.

2. Anyone who is arrested shall be informed, at the time of arrest, of the reasons for
his arrest and shall be promptly informed of any charges against him.
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3. Anyone arrested or detained on a criminal charge shall be brought promptly before
a judge or other oecer authorized by law to exercise judicial power and shall be
entitled to trial within a reasonable time or to release. It shall not be the general rule
that persons awaiting trial shall be detained in custody, but release may be subject to
guarantees to appear for trial, at any other stage of the judicial proceedings, and,
should occasion arise, for execution of the judgement.

4. Anyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitled to take
proceedings before a court, in order that that court may decide without delay on the
lawfulness of his detention and order his release if the detention is not lawful.

5. Anyone who has been the victim of unlawful arrest or detention shall have an
enforceable right to compensation.

Article 10Article 10

1. All persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and with respect
for the inherent dignity of the human person.

2 (a) Accused persons shall, save in exceptional circumstances, be segregated from
convicted persons and shall be subject to separate treatment appropriate to their
status as unconvicted persons;

2 (b) Accused juvenile persons shall be separated from adults and brought as
speedily as possible for adjudication.

3. The penitentiary system shall comprise treatment of prisoners the essential aim of
which shall be their reformation and social rehabilitation. Juvenile offenders shall be
segregated from adults and be accorded treatment appropriate to their age and legal
status.

Article 11Article 11

No one shall be imprisoned merely on the ground of inability to fulAl a contractual
obligation.

Article 12Article 12
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1. Everyone lawfully within the territory of a State shall, within that territory, have the
right to liberty of movement and freedom to choose his residence.

2. Everyone shall be free to leave any country, including his own.

3. The above-mentioned rights shall not be subject to any restrictions except those
which are provided by law, are necessary to protect national security, public order
(ordre public), public health or morals or the rights and freedoms of others, and are
consistent with the other rights recognized in the present Covenant.

4. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of the right to enter his own country.

Article 13Article 13

An alien lawfully in the territory of a State Party to the present Covenant may be
expelled therefrom only in pursuance of a decision reached in accordance with law
and shall, except where compelling reasons of national security otherwise require, be
allowed to submit the reasons against his expulsion and to have his case reviewed by,
and be represented for the purpose before, the competent authority or a person or
persons especially designated by the competent authority.

Article 14Article 14

1. All persons shall be equal before the courts and tribunals. In the determination of
any criminal charge against him, or of his rights and obligations in a suit at law,
everyone shall be entitled to a fair and public hearing by a competent, independent
and impartial tribunal established by law. The press and the public may be excluded
from all or part of a trial for reasons of morals, public order (ordre public) or national
security in a democratic society, or when the interest of the private lives of the parties
so requires, or to the extent strictly necessary in the opinion of the court in special
circumstances where publicity would prejudice the interests of justice; but any
judgement rendered in a criminal case or in a suit at law shall be made public except
where the interest of juvenile persons otherwise requires or the proceedings concern
matrimonial disputes or the guardianship of children.
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2. Everyone charged with a criminal offence shall have the right to be presumed
innocent until proved guilty according to law.

3. In the determination of any criminal charge against him, everyone shall be entitled
to the following minimum guarantees, in full equality:

(a) To be informed promptly and in detail in a language which he
understands of the nature and cause of the charge against him;

(b) To have adequate time and facilities for the preparation of his
defence and to communicate with counsel of his own choosing;

(c) To be tried without undue delay;

(d) To be tried in his presence, and to defend himself in person or
through legal assistance of his own choosing; to be informed, if he
does not have legal assistance, of this right; and to have legal
assistance assigned to him, in any case where the interests of
justice so require, and without payment by him in any such case if
he does not have suecient means to pay for it;

(e) To examine, or have examined, the witnesses against him and to
obtain the attendance and examination of witnesses on his behalf
under the same conditions as witnesses against him;

(f) To have the free assistance of an interpreter if he cannot
understand or speak the language used in court;

(g) Not to be compelled to testify against himself or to confess
guilt.
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4. In the case of juvenile persons, the procedure shall be such as will take account of
their age and the desirability of promoting their rehabilitation.

5. Everyone convicted of a crime shall have the right to his conviction and sentence
being reviewed by a higher tribunal according to law.

6. When a person has by a Anal decision been convicted of a criminal offence and
when subsequently his conviction has been reversed or he has been pardoned on the
ground that a new or newly discovered fact shows conclusively that there has been a
miscarriage of justice, the person who has suffered punishment as a result of such
conviction shall be compensated according to law, unless it is proved that the non-
disclosure of the unknown fact in time is wholly or partly attributable to him.

7. No one shall be liable to be tried or punished again for an offence for which he has
already been Anally convicted or acquitted in accordance with the law and penal
procedure of each country.

Article 15Article 15

1. No one shall be held guilty of any criminal offence on account of any act or
omission which did not constitute a criminal offence, under national or international
law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed than
the one that was applicable at the time when the criminal offence was committed. If,
subsequent to the commission of the offence, provision is made by law for the
imposition of the lighter penalty, the offender shall beneAt thereby.

2. Nothing in this article shall prejudice the trial and punishment of any person for any
act or omission which, at the time when it was committed, was criminal according to
the general principles of law recognized by the community of nations.

Article 16Article 16

Everyone shall have the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.

Article 17Article 17
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Federal Court of Australia                                                          No.  NSD 496 of 2024 

District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General 

Plaintiff S111A/2018  
Applicant 

Minister for Home Affairs and Others 
Respondents 
 
 
 

This is the annexure marked “ZB6” produced and shown to Zali Burrows at the 
time of affirming her affidavit on 6 September 2024 

Annexure “ZB6” being copy of the transcript of Mr Quill’s press conference of 15 
April 2024 

 

Before me:  

 

Elania Alexander 
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District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General 
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Applicant 
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This is the annexure marked “ZB7” produced and shown to Zali Burrows at the 
time of affirming her affidavit on 6 September 2024 

Annexure “ZB7” being copy of the Federal Court online portal 
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Elania Alexander 
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istake o
f g

o
ing

 b
ack fo

r h
is

hat.

M
o

n
d

ay w
as th

e fu
ll catastro

p
h

e.

M
r Leh

rm
an

n
 lau

n
ch

ed
 h

is d
efam

atio
n

 case ag
ain

st N
etw

o
rk Ten

 an
d

 Lisa W
ilkin

so
n

 over th
eir in

terview

w
ith

 B
rittan

y H
ig

g
in

s after h
is trial w

as ab
an

d
o

n
ed

 w
ith

 n
o

 fin
d

ing
s ag

ain
st h

im
.

N
o

w
 th

ere are fin
d

ing
s ag

ain
st h

im
.

Ju
stice M

ichael Lee o
f th

e Fed
eral C

o
u

rt has fo
u

n
d

 that o
n

 th
e b

alan
ce o

f p
ro

b
ab

ilities h
e rap

ed
 B

rittan
y

H
ig

g
in

s in
 th

e o
ffi

ce o
f th

en
 m

in
ister Lin

d
a R

eyn
old

s after a n
ig

h
t o

u
t d

rin
king

 in
 2019.

O
n

e o
f M

r Leh
rm

an
n's claim

s w
as that h

e had
 g

o
n

e to
 Parliam

en
t H

o
u

se to
 m

ake Q
u

estio
n

 Tim
e n

o
tes o

n

th
e Fren

ch
 su

b
m

arin
e co

n
tract, b

u
t Ju

stice Lee w
asn't b

u
ying

 it.

"It is obvious th
ere w

as on
e dom

in
an

t th
ough

t run
n

in
g th

rough
 th

e m
in

d of M
r

L
eh

rm
an

n
 as h

e w
as approach

in
g Parliam

en
t H

ouse, an
d it w

as n
oth

in
g to do

w
ith

 Fren
ch

 subm
arin

e con
tracts," Justice L

ee said in
 h

is judgem
en

t.
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D
efam

atio
n

 case saw
 B

ru
ce Lehrm

an
n

 cro
ss exam

in
ed

 fo
r

first tim
e
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M
o

n
d

ay w
as th

e en
d

 o
f a lo

ng
 an

d
 extrao

rd
in

ary case.

B
u

t it n
early d

id
n't g

et o
ff th

e g
ro

u
n

d
.

W
h

en
 M

r Leh
rm

an
n

 first lo
d

g
ed

 h
is d

efam
atio

n
 claim

 it w
as m

o
re than

 a year after th
e b

ro
ad

cast an
d

 o
u

t

o
f tim

e.

H
e had

 to
 m

ake a sp
ecial ap

p
licatio

n
 to

 th
e Fed

eral C
o

u
rt to

 ru
n

 th
e case.

A
n

d
 that w

as h
o

w
 th

e w
o

rld
 first h

eard
 M

r Leh
rm

an
n's acco

u
n

t, fro
m

 h
is o

w
n

 m
o

u
th, an

d
 it w

as th
e first

tim
e h

e w
as cro

ss exam
in

ed
.

M
r Leh

rm
an

n
 had

 n
o

t g
iven

 evid
en

ce in
 h

is crim
in

al trial, w
ith

 o
n

ly h
is p

olice in
terview

 p
layed

.

Ju
stice Lee ru

led
 h

e co
u

ld
 ha ve an

 exten
sio

n
 o

f tim
e after h

earing
 evid

en
ce that it w

as n
o

t reaso
n

ab
le to

have exp
ected

 h
im

 to
 lo

d
g

e th
e d

efam
atio

n
 case earlier b

ecau
se h

e w
as tied

 u
p

 in
 th

e crim
in

al trial.

A
 b

attle at clo
se q

u
arters

B
ru

ce Leh
rm

an
n

 arrives at th
e Fed

eral C
o

u
rt in

 S
yd

n
ey to

 h
ear Ju

stice M
ichael Lee's ju

d
g

m
en

t
  (A

B
C

 N
ew

s: B
rend

a
n

 Esp
osito)
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It w
as clear fro

m
 th

e ju
d

g
e's co

m
m

en
ts d

u
ring

 th
e trial h

e w
as n

o
t im

p
ressed

 by th
e cred

ib
ility o

f M
r

Leh
rm

an
n

 o
r M

s H
ig

g
in

s.

B
u

t th
e case w

as like a b
attle at clo

se q
u

arters.

A
 cen

tral p
iece o

f evid
en

ce w
as h

o
u

rs o
f fo

o
tag

e fro
m

 th
e D

o
ck w

h
ere th

e p
air w

ere d
rin

king
 b

efo
re th

e

in
cid

en
t.

N
etw

o
rk Ten

 w
an

ted
 to

 say that M
r Leh

rm
an

n
 had

 b
een

 p
lying

 M
s H

ig
g

in
s w

ith
 d

rin
ks, en

co
u

rag
ing

 h
er to

g
et d

ru
n

k.

To
 en

su
re th

ere w
as n

o
 d

o
u

b
t ab

o
u

t it th
ey b

ro
u

g
h

t a lip
 read

er, an
 in

terp
reter fro

m
 Eng

lan
d

 w
h

o
 w

as

ab
le to

 tell th
e co

u
rt w

hat w
as b

eing
 said

.

Th
e lip

 read
er told

 th
e co

u
rt that in

 fo
o

tag
e o

f M
r Leh

rm
an

n
 p

u
sh

ing
 d

rin
ks to

w
ard

s M
s H

ig
g

in
s, h

e w
as

saying
 "all h

ers: all h
ers".

A
 cap

tivatin
g

 case

Lo
o

king
 o

n
 w

ere ten
s o

f th
o

u
san

d
s o

f view
ers g

lu
ed

 to
 th

e Fed
eral C

o
u

rt's w
eb

site.

A
n

d
 m

an
y d

ays th
e co

u
rt p

u
b

lic g
allery w

as clo
se to

 cap
acity.

B
rittan

y H
ig

g
in

s g
ave evid

en
ce d

u
ring

 th
e d

efam
atio

n
 case b

ro
u

g
h

t by B
ru

ce Leh
rm

an
n

 ag
ain

st N
etw

o
rk Ten

 an
d

 Lisa W
ilkin

so
n

 (A
A

P
: B

ia
n

ca
 D

e M
a

rch
i)
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Th
e sp

ectato
rs w

ere m
o

stly jo
u

rn
alists an

d
 o

th
er law

yers having
 a sticky b

eak, alo
ng

 w
ith

 a few
 d

ed
icated

co
u

rt w
atch

ers.

N
o

tab
ly th

ere w
ere also

 a co
u

p
le o

f sep
arate g

ro
u

p
s o

f sch
o

ol g
irls w

h
o

 cam
e to

 see M
s H

ig
g

in
s g

ive h
er

evid
en

ce.

O
n

 M
o

n
d

ay th
e case m

oved
 to

 a m
u

ch
 b

ig
g

er co
u

rt, an
d

 still m
an

ag
ed

 to
 fill th

e p
u

b
lic g

allery, w
h

ile m
o

re

than
 40,000 p

eo
p

le w
atch

ed
 o

n
lin

e, sh
o

w
ing

 th
e p

u
b

lic in
terest has n

ever w
an

ed
.

N
ot a co

m
p

lete w
in

 fo
r N

etw
o

rk Ten
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Th
e q

u
estio

n
 is w

hat hap
p

en
s n

o
w

.

B
rittan

y H
ig

g
in

s is still p
ro

cessing
 th

e resu
lt.

Th
ere is n

o
 w

o
rd

 o
n

 w
h

eth
er B

ru
ce Leh

rm
an

n
 w

ill ap
p

eal ag
ain

st th
e ru

ling
.

A
s th

e co
u

rt ro
se Lisa W

ilkin
so

n's law
yer S

u
e C

h
rysan

th
o

u
 h

u
g

g
ed

 h
er clien

t, saying
 "yo

u
 w

o
n".

It w
asn't a co

m
p

lete w
in

, am
id

 th
e criticism

 o
f Th

e P
ro

ject p
ro

g
ram

, b
u

t it w
asn't a lo

ss eith
er.

Th
e co

u
rt actio

n
 isn't over yet, w

ith
 co

sts to
 b

e d
ecid

ed
 later th

is m
o

n
th.

That in
clu

d
es h

o
w

 co
sts fo

r Lisa W
ilkin

so
n's p

erso
n

al law
yers sh

o
u

ld
 b

e w
o

rked
 o

u
t after N

etw
o

rk Ten
 had

to
 co

n
ced

e sh
e w

as en
titled

 to
 sep

arate co
u

n
sel.

W
h

en
 M

s W
ilkin

so
n

 first lo
d

g
ed

 h
er claim

 fo
r co

sts ag
ain

st Ten
 th

e to
tal w

as aro
u

n
d

 $700,000, b
u

t that

w
as b

efo
re th

e d
efam

atio
n

 h
earing

.

Perhap
s th

e strang
est elem

en
t o

f th
e trial w

as Taylo
r A

u
erb

ach's testim
o

n
y

 (A
A

P
: B

ia
n

ca
 D

e M
a

rch
i)
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Perhap
s th

e strang
est p

art o
f th

e case w
as th

e su
d

d
en

 ap
p

earan
ce o

f fo
rm

er S
even

 N
etw

o
rk p

ro
d

u
cer

Taylo
r A

u
erb

ach
 w

ith
 claim

s o
f d

ru
g

s an
d

 sex w
o

rkers fo
r M

r Leh
rm

an
n

 as h
e w

as reeled
 in

 fo
r an

exclu
sive in

terview
 w

ith
 th

e S
p

o
tlig

h
t p

ro
g

ram
.

H
e also

 told
 th

e co
u

rt M
r Leh

rm
an

n
 had

 p
assed

 o
n

 m
aterial fro

m
 th

e crim
in

al trial w
h

ich
 sh

o
u

ld
 have

rem
ain

ed
 co

n
fid

en
tial.

Th
e claim

s w
ere d

en
ied

 by S
even

, w
h

ich
 said

 it w
as "ap

p
alled

".

A
n

d
 th

e ju
d

g
e d

id
n't th

in
k m

u
ch

 o
f it eith

er, w
ith

 n
o

 rea l b
earing

 o
n

 th
e fin

al resu
lt.

S
in

ce th
e S

p
o

tlig
h

t p
ro

g
ram

 h
o

w
ever it has b

een
 clear so

m
eo

n
e han

d
ed

 over th
e co

n
fid

en
tial m

aterial to

S
even

.

That has th
e cap

acity to
 g

en
erate a co

n
tem

p
t o

f co
u

rt case.

S
even

 is n
o

t revealing
 its co

n
tact, an

d
 M

r Leh
rm

an
n

 has alw
ays d

en
ied

 it w
as h

im
, b

u
t Ju

stice Lee said
 h

e

co
u

ld
n't fin

d
 an

o
th

er altern
ative.

Th
e A

C
T g

overn
m

en
t says it is a m

atter fo
r th

e D
irecto

r o
f P

u
b

lic P
ro

secu
tio

n
s, w

h
o

 is n
o

t co
m

m
en

ting
.

P
o

ste
d

 M
o

n
 15

 A
p

r 2
024

 a
t 8

:58
p

m
, u

p
d

a
te

d
 Tu

e
 16

 A
p

r 2
024

 a
t 8

:4
2

a
m

Lisa W
ilkin

so
n

 w
as all sm

iles as sh
e left th

e Fed
eral C

o
u

rt alo
ng

sid
e h

er law
yer S

u
e C

h
rysan

th
o

u
 (A

A
P

: B
ia

n
ca

 D
e M

a
rch

i)
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Annexure Certificate 

 
“ZB9” 

 
 

Federal Court of Australia                                                          No.  NSD 496 of 2024 

District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General 

Plaintiff S111A/2018  
Applicant 

Minister for Home Affairs and Others 
Respondents 
 
 
 

This is the annexure marked “ZB9” produced and shown to Zali Burrows at the 
time of affirming her affidavit on 6 September 2024 

Annexure “ZB9” being copy of Google search on the term ‘Bruce Lehrmann rapist’ 

 

Before me:  

 

Elania Alexander 
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Annexure Certificate 
 

“ZB10” 
 

 

Federal Court of Australia                                                          No.  NSD 496 of 2024 

District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General 

Plaintiff S111A/2018  
Applicant 

Minister for Home Affairs and Others 
Respondents 
 
 
 

This is the annexure marked “ZB10” produced and shown to Zali Burrows at 
the time of affirming her affidavit on 6 September 2024 

Annexure “ZB10” being copy of Bruce Lehrmann’s Wikipedia page 

 

Before me:  

 

Elania Alexander 
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B
ruce Lehrm

ann
B
orn

June 1995 (age 29)
C

ollege Station,
Texas, U

S

N
ationality

Australian

A
lm

a m
ater

Australian N
ational

U
niversity

O
ccupation(s)

Lobbyist, political
staffer

K
now

n for
R

ape at Parliam
ent

H
ouse (civil finding)

B
ruce Lehrm

ann
B

ruce Lehrm
ann

 (born June 1995) is an Australian form
er political staffer. H

e is prim
arily know

n to the
public for his involvem

ent in the 2021 Australian Parliam
ent H

ouse sexual m
isconduct allegations.

In April 2024, Lehrm
ann w

as found at fact in a civil trial to have raped a colleague in Parliam
ent H

ouse. The
finding w

as m
ade by Justice M

ichael Lee at the Australian Federal Court in a defam
ation trial initiated by

Lehrm
ann against N

etw
ork Ten and other m

edia operators.

The rape w
as first alleged publicly in February 2021 by the victim

. Lehrm
ann's crim

inal trial in O
ctober 2022

w
as abandoned after juror m

isconduct resulted in a m
istrial. A retrial did not proceed due to concerns about

the health and w
elfare of the victim

.

Born in College Station, Texas, in June 1995, [1] Lehrm
ann grew

 up in Toow
oom

ba. [2] H
e m

oved to Canberra to study at the Australian N
ational

U
niversity, [3] w

here he began his political career.

Lehrm
ann com

m
enced w

ork w
ith the office of the Attorney-G

eneral of Australia and w
orked for various m

inistries until he joined Linda
R

eynolds 's office in 2018. H
e has w

orked as a political staffer for the Liberal Party , and as a lobbyist for British Am
erican Tobacco . [4]

E
arly life

C
areer

R
ape allegations
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O
n 15 February 2021, Liberal Party staffer Brittany H

iggins alleged to tw
o m

edia outlets, new
s.com

.au and The Project, [5] that she w
as raped in

the early hours of 23 M
arch 2019 in then-D

efence Industry M
inister Senator Linda R

eynolds' office in the m
inisterial w

ing of Parliam
ent H

ouse
by a colleague, later nam

ed as Bruce Lehrm
ann, after security guards adm

itted the pair into the building. [6][7] H
iggins said she becam

e heavily
intoxicated at a w

ork party and left w
ith her colleague in a taxi, believing they w

ould both be dropped at their respective hom
es; instead she said

she w
as taken to Parliam

ent H
ouse and raped w

hile slipping in and out of consciousness, [8][9] w
aking to find her skirt around her w

aist. [10] In
contrast, Lehrm

ann told police that he and H
iggins returned to Parliam

ent H
ouse because he needed to pick up his keys, and as H

iggins indicated
she also needed to return to the office he offered to share his U

ber ride. [11] O
nce they arrived in R

eynolds' suite, Lehrm
ann said he "turned left

tow
ards his desk, w

hile M
s H

iggins turned right and w
ent to a different part of the office". [11] After w

orking "on a briefing for Parliam
ent's

question tim
e", Lehrm

ann said he left the office w
ithout seeing H

iggins again. [11][12] H
iggins w

as later found by a security guard in the early hours
of the m

orning in the m
inister's office, naked, [7][5] inebriated and disoriented. [5]

Three days later, on 26 M
arch 2019, Lehrm

ann w
as told by Fiona Brow

n, R
eynolds' chief of staff, to "collect his belongings from

 the office and
leave" because of his late-night entry into the office at 1:48 am

 on the previous Saturday, and an earlier unrelated incident of him
 m

ishandling a
classified docum

ent, [7][13] w
ith R

eynolds consequently term
inating Lehrm

ann's em
ploym

ent form
ally on 5 April 2019. [14] O

n 1 April 2019,
R

eynolds called H
iggins to her office to discuss H

iggins' late-night entry into the office, w
hich R

eynolds "believed to be a security breach [...]
describing the decision of tw

o staff to com
e into the office at 1:40 am

 as 'highly unusual' and not appropriate". [15] H
iggins w

ent to the police after
the alleged rape, but dropped the com

plaint in April 2019, fearful the report w
ould result in term

ination of her em
ploym

ent. [16] Eventually
H

iggins transferred to w
ork for Em

ploym
ent, Skills, Sm

all and Fam
ily Business M

inister M
ichaelia Cash for a year before resigning a m

onth
before going public w

ith her allegations. [6]

H
iggins m

ade her allegations public follow
ing a Four Corners report "Inside the Canberra Bubble" in N

ovem
ber 2020, w

hich had reported on
sexism

 w
ithin the Liberal Party and the Parliam

ent H
ouse w

orkplace culture. [17] She alleged political cover-up of the rape ahead of the 2019
Australian federal election, and sparked a nationw

ide m
ovem

ent of protests. [18] Prim
e M

inister Scott M
orrison m

ade a form
al apology to her in

February 2022. [19] In response to H
iggins's allegations, the Australian H

um
an R

ights Com
m

ission conducted a review
 into the prevention and

handling of bullying, sexual harassm
ent and sexual assault at Com

m
onw

ealth Parliam
entary w

orkplaces. [20] M
orrison's loss of the 2022 election,

w
ith safe Liberal seats going to fem

ale Teal independents, w
as partially attributed to dissatisfaction w

ith the Liberal governm
ent's handling of the

rape. [21][22]

O
ver the follow

ing w
eeks, three m

ore w
om

en alleged they had been sexually harassed or assaulted by Lehrm
ann, betw

een 2016 and 2020. [23][24]

O
ne w

om
an alleged on 20 February 2021 that she w

as raped in 2020 by him
 after the pair had dinner and drinks. [25][26] O

n 22 February 2021, a
second w

om
an alleged she w

as sexually assaulted by Lehrm
ann in 2016. [26] A third w

om
an also accused him

 of unw
anted advances and stroking
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her thigh under the table at a Canberra bar in 2017. [23][26] After the story w
ent public, and even though Lehrm

ann w
as not nam

ed in
publications, [27] he w

as stood aside from
 his job at a large corporation w

here he had w
orked from

 July 2020. [23] H
e checked him

self into a
Sydney hospital and the next day he w

as in a private rehabilitation clinic. [23]

Lehrm
ann, appeared by telephone at the M

agistrates Court of the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) on 5 N
ovem

ber 2021 and pleaded not guilty
to raping H

iggins. H
e w

as com
m

itted for trial in the Suprem
e Court of the Australian Capital Territory . [28] In April 2022 Lehrm

ann's defence
team

 applied to have his trial halted indefinitely as an apology from
 then-prim

e m
inister Scott M

orrison to H
iggins "im

puted the accused w
ith

guilt of the offence or at least im
plicitly assum

ed the truthfulness of the com
plaint", [29] and could endanger Lehrm

ann's right to a fair trial . [30][31]

The judge dism
issed the application, saying that a jury m

em
ber being aw

are of pre-trial publicity "is not of itself problem
atic". [29] H

iggins m
ade a

com
plaint against the Australian Federal Police for unlaw

fully giving Lehrm
ann's defence team

 protected evidence, including counselling notes
and video recordings. [32] The trial w

as further delayed in June 2022 follow
ing the judge w

arning that the line betw
een allegation and a finding of

guilt had been "obliterated" in an acceptance speech by Lisa W
ilkinson  at the Logie Aw

ards of 2022  and in com
m

entary follow
ing the speech. [33]

The trial of Lehrm
ann began on 4 O

ctober 2022. [34] It concluded on 19 O
ctober, and the jury retired to consider its verdict. [35][36] After four days'

deliberation, the jury could not reach a unanim
ous verdict and w

ere issued w
ith a " Black direction". [37][38] O

n 27 O
ctober, the trial w

as
abandoned after it w

as discovered that a juror had conducted private research and taken their findings into the jury room
. [39][40] H

iggins
subsequently criticised the crim

inal justice system
 on live television, saying it "has long failed to deliver outcom

es to victim
s of sexual assault". [41]

Lehrm
ann's law

yer said "W
e have brought [H

iggins'] com
m

ents to the attention of the court and the Australian Federal Police ... as to w
hether

the com
plainant's statem

ents m
ight am

ount to a contem
pt of court or offences against the ACT Crim

inal Code". [41]

The m
atter w

as relisted for 20 February 2023, [39][40] although a senior barrister soon after said it rem
ained to be seen if the case is retried, given

the extent of com
m

ents by politicians and m
edia personalities now

 m
aking Lehrm

ann virtually untriable. [42] In D
ecem

ber 2022 the case w
as

dropped by Shane D
rum

gold, the D
irector of Public Prosecutions, [43][44][45] stating it w

as "no longer in the public interest to pursue a
prosecution" after receiving evidence "that the ongoing traum

a associated w
ith this prosecution presents a significant and unacceptable risk to the

life of the com
plainant". [46][47] The accused "consistently m

aintained his innocence and the case against him
 w

as not proven", [46] w
ith the

D
irector of Public Prosecutions declaring that "this brings the prosecution to an end." [46] H

ow
ever, the m

anner in w
hich the case transpired w

as
criticised. [45][48]

R
ape trial

R
ape trial inquiry
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Follow
ing the collapse of the crim

inal trial, D
rum

gold sent a letter to the ACT chief police officer calling for a public inquiry into the case to look
at "both political and police conduct". The letter also alleged that police investigators w

ere "clearly aligned w
ith the successful defence of this

m
atter". [49][50][51] The Australian Federal Police Association published a statem

ent calling the allegations a "sm
ear" and unproven w

hile also
calling for an investigation into the case. [50] The ACT governm

ent subsequently announced an independent inquiry into the case. [52]

The inquiry w
as chaired by W

alter Sofronoff. The inquiry heard that police assessed the evidence as insufficient to prosecute, [53][54] and
"expressed a num

ber of concerns about the case". [53] The inquiry subsequently heard that ACT police had been using the w
rong legal threshold

for charging suspects, [55] and that the ACT had the low
est rate of charging for sexual assault in Australia. [56] The senior investigating officer

adm
itted that police m

ade a m
istake in providing H

iggins' private counselling notes to Lehrm
ann's legal team

. [57]

The final report w
as leaked to N

ew
s Corp journalist Janet Albrechtsen before being subm

itted to the ACT Chief M
inister. [58] It contained adverse

findings against D
rum

gold, w
ho resigned follow

ing its release to the m
edia. [59][60] The review

 found that it w
as appropriate to prosecute the

m
atter. [61][62] R

ecom
m

endations issued included training police on handling of protected confidential m
aterial, disclosures to the defence, and

the threshold for charging over sexual offences. [63]

D
rum

gold successfully challenged the adverse findings against him
 in the ACT Suprem

e Court. The Suprem
e Court found that contact betw

een
Sofronoff and Albrechtsen gave rise to an im

pression of bias. [64] Sofronoff's conduct is under investigation by the ACT Integrity Com
m

ission. [65]

In June 2023, Lehrm
ann gave an interview

 on Seven N
ew

s' Spotlight current affairs program
. [66] In O

ctober 2023, Seven N
etw

ork's nom
ination

for a W
alkley Aw

ard w
as revoked after it w

as revealed that the netw
ork had paid for one year's rent as w

ell as other expenses for Lehrm
ann, and

the netw
ork had not accurately declared it. [67] The interview

 w
as the subject of m

uch m
edia attention during subsequent defam

ation proceedings
as consequence of revelations during court proceedings. [68][69]

O
n 26 O

ctober 2023, it w
as revealed that, in D

ecem
ber 2022, Lehrm

ann w
as charged w

ith tw
o counts of rape in a m

atter unrelated to the
allegations m

ade by Brittany H
iggins. The alleged events occurred in Toow

oom
ba in O

ctober 2021. H
e is aw

aiting trial on that m
atter.

Lehrm
ann's identity had been the subject of a suppression order, w

hich his law
yers had attem

pted to continue on the basis of a psychologist's

Spotlight interview

Subsequent rape trial
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report w
hich claim

ed the publication of his identity w
ould lead to "serious adverse consequences" to his m

ental health. Justice Peter Applegarth
in ruling against the continuation of the suppression order m

ade reference to m
edia interview

s that Lehrm
ann had engaged in, and how

 his
participation in them

 w
as hard to reconcile w

ith the psychologist's report. [70][71][72]

Lehrm
ann settled defam

ation proceedings against N
ew

s Corp and the Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) for $295,000 and $150,000
respectively w

ithout adm
ission of liability. The new

s.com
.au article w

as appended w
ith an editor's note. The ABC rem

oved footage of Brittany
H

iggins and G
race Tam

e's N
ational Press Club address. [73]

In 2023, Lehrm
ann sued Lisa W

ilkinson and N
etw

ork Ten for defam
ation over the interview

 w
ith H

iggins that aired on The Project in 2021. [74]
Lehrm

ann told the court that W
ilkinson destroyed his right to a "fair crim

inal trial". [75] Lehrm
ann said in court that he felt isolated and ostracised

after H
iggins' interview

 on The Project. H
e said "I becam

e severely isolated", and adm
itted to a private hospital suffering em

otional distress. [76]

O
n 15 April 2024, Justice M

ichael Lee of the Federal Court ruled that, on the balance of probabilities, Lehrm
ann raped Brittany H

iggins at
Parliam

ent H
ouse in 2019. [77][78] The finding of fact resulted in the defence of substantial truth being m

ade available to the respondents. [77][79]
D

uring his judgm
ent Lee said "M

r Lehrm
ann raped M

s H
iggins", and shortly after "H

aving escaped the lion's den, M
r Lehrm

ann m
ade the

m
istake of com

ing back for his hat." [79]

Further defam
ation proceedings have been initiated or settled in at least ten other cases am

ongst parties related to the case. [80][81][82][83] A total
of tw

enty legal threats, claim
s, counterclaim

s or investigations have been reported in connection to the alleged rape. [84]

In describing the legal proceedings and m
edia reporting, Lee said "the underlying controversy has becom

e a cause célèbre. Indeed, given its
unexpected detours and the collateral dam

age it has occasioned, it m
ight be m

ore fitting to describe it as an om
nisham

bles". [85]

Follow
ing the decision of Lee, N

etw
ork Ten's subm

ission for costs stated that Lehrm
ann should pay all N

etw
ork Ten's legal costs. As part of their

subm
ission they stated that Lee had found Lehrm

ann w
ould have know

n w
hen he filed for defam

ation “that he had raped M
s H

iggins”. [86] The
subm

ission, prepared by M
att Collins, argued it w

as an abuse of process because Lehrm
ann cam

e to the Federal Court seeking substantial
dam

ages w
hen he knew

 the allegations he com
plained about w

ere true. "M
r Lehrm

ann brought this proceeding on a deliberately w
icked and

calculated basis." [86]
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O
n 10 M

ay 2024, Lee order that Lehrm
ann pay for alm

ost all of the expenses of Ten and Lisa W
ilkinson on an indem

nity basis. [87][88] Lehrm
ann

w
as condem

ned for bringing the civil proceedings on an "know
ingly false prem

ise" and for m
aking his barrister "cross-exam

ine the com
plainant

of sexual assault in tw
o legal proceedings". [87][88] As part of Lee's orders he noted that “M

r Lehrm
ann had sexual intercourse w

ith M
s H

iggins
and yet ran a prim

ary case prem
ised upon the fanciful and know

ingly false prem
ise that in the early hours of 23 M

arch 2019 he w
as preoccupied

w
ith noting up details as to French subm

arine contracts”. [88]

Lehrm
ann w

as initially due to speak at a R
estoring the Presum

ption of Innocence conference organised by Bettina Arndt in June 2024. Arndt,
described as one of Lehrm

ann's central supporters, has denied raising m
oney for or asking anyone to pay m

oney to Lehrm
ann. [89] H

ow
ever,

Lehrm
ann later w

ithdrew
 as a speaker a day after the conclusion of his defam

ation trial, being "concerned that his participation m
ay threaten the

audience, jeopardise this im
portant event, and distract from

 its m
ain purpose". [90]
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The stupidity of Bruce Lehrmann

The ex-political adviser turned victory into defeat in the quest for money.

He will now be known as the rapist who put himself on trial, and lost.

Aaron Patrick Senior correspondent

Apr 15  2024  5 57pm

When the final moment came, five years and 24 days after that fateful, drunken

night in Parliament House, Bruce Lehrmann couldn’t bring himself to look at his

judge.

As Michael Lee uttered the definitive “Mr Lehrmann raped Miss Higgins” in

Federal Court at about 1.15pm on Monday, the 28-year-old ex-ministerial adviser

stared at his phone, as though it might save him from the eternal ignominy of being

known as the rapist who put himself on trial and lost.

Analysis
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The victim wasn’t present. One of the prosecutors was. Broadcaster Lisa Wilkinson,

who was more responsible than anyone else for making Brittany Higgins famous,

sat through the two-and-half-hour summary judgment on the far side of room.

After Lee left, Wilkinson faced her barrister, Sue Chrysanthou, who held her by the

shoulders for two minutes and talked intently. (The lawyer later said they

discussed “secret women’s business”.) Chrysanthou then embraced Wilkinson,

turned to her solicitor, Anthony Jefferies, and slapped him loudly on the back.

“Well done!” she said.

Monday was indeed a victory for Network Ten and Wilkinson, in that Lehrmann’s

defamation lawsuit failed. Who will have to pay their mammoth legal costs hasn’t

been determined, but logic points to Lehrmann, a man unemployed and probably

unemployable.

Wilkinson and Ten won, but lost too. What Wilkinson had called the “most

important work I would ever do” failed to meet the standards of basic journalism.

Bruce Lehrmann departs court on Monday after Justice Michae  Lee found he raped Brittany Higgins  Wolter
Peeters
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There was no fact-checking of Higgins’ story, Lee said. Lehrmann wasn’t even

asked for his side, and Wilkinson, heading towards the Logie podium, never

questioned the underlying truth of the allegations. Lee accused her of “a lack of

candour in the witness box”.

The Higgins hassle

While Lee ruled Lehrmann had non-consensual sex with Higgins – the deciding

question in the case – he refuted the politically devastating allegation in her 2021

interview on the Ten’s The Project program: that Scott Morrison’s Coalition

government wanted to suppress the rape to protect itself.

Three years later, it can be hard to remember how intense the anger was. Some of

the people who marched on March 15, 2021, on behalf of Higgins held the prime

minister responsible for Higgins’ assault.

Her boss, then defence industry minister Linda Reynolds was accused, unfairly, of

callously hoping the Higgins hassle would solve itself.

“I was just this sudden problem for her,” Higgins told

[https://www.news.com.au/national/politics/parliament-house-rocked-by-brittany-higgins-

alleged-rape/news-story/fb02a5e95767ac306c51894fe2d63635] News Corp journalist

Brittany Higgins outside the Federa  Court in Sydney ast November  with partner David Sharaz  eft  and
awyer Leon Zwier   James Brickwood
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Samantha Maiden, who Lehrmann also sued. “I felt like they were ticking a box.

That they had to have this conversation with me in order to say on the record ‘We

told her she could go to the police.’”

In reality, chief of staff Fiona Brown, the point person on Higgins’ allegations,

risked her professional standing by trying to help the young woman.

There was more that wasn’t true, or questionable: that the Australian Federal

Police investigation was politically compromised (Lee praised the expertise of its

specialist sex-crime investigators); that a bruise on Higgins’ thigh was caused by

Lehrmann (Lee pointed out it was on the wrong leg); or that the Liberal Party had

tried to get rid of Higgins (it offered her three jobs after winning the 2019 election).

As for Lehrmann, Lee made the obvious conclusion from the video and testimony

of March 22, 2019, when the pair gathered at The Dock in Canberra: the 24-year-old

got his colleague drunk because he wanted to have sex with her.

After some passionate kissing at another bar, they returned to Reynold’s

ministerial suite because Lehrmann’s girlfriend was at home. The girlfriend rang

around the time that he was on top of Higgins, who was so drunk she couldn’t stop

him. (Lee didn’t accept that Higgins yelled out: “No, no!“)

Lisa Wi kinson outside court on Monday  with bar ister Sue Chrysanthou on her right  Wolter Peeters
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It wasn’t a simple case. Both sides lied. Evidence went missing. The media became

a participant.

At its heart, though, the lawsuit was a monument to Bruce Lehrmann’s stupidity.

Having won the criminal case in Canberra, he went looking for money.

Instead, he exposed himself as a liar and a rapist.

RELATED

Judge finds Lehrmann raped Higgins, but no Morrison cover-up

https //www afr com/companies/media and marketing/bruce ehrmann raped
brittany higgins oses defamation case judge 20240415 p5fjtj

RELATED

Lehrmann, BRS defeats will make public figures think twice
before suing

https //www afr com/companies/professiona services/ ehrmann brs defeats
wi make pub ic figures think twice before suing 20240415 p5fjt3

National Sexual Assault, Domestic Family Violence Counselling Service

https://www.1800respect.org.au/] 1800 737 732

Lifeline 13 11 14

Aaron Patrick is the senior correspondent. He writes about politics and business from the

Sydney newsroom. Email Aaron at apatrick@afr.com
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How Lehrmann’s many lies added up to rape

In this contest of credibility between Bruce Lehrmann and Brittany

Higgins,  the judge decided it was no contest.

Michael Pelly Legal editor

Updated Apr 15  2024  10 03pm
first pub ished at 6 16pm

Justice Michael Lee just couldn’t believe Bruce Lehrmann. And he didn’t like him.

It’s as simple as that.

Lee found the evidence of Brittany Higgins about what happened at Parliament

House in 2019 [https://www.afr.com/companies/media-and-marketing/bruce-lehrmann-raped-

brittany-higgins-loses-defamation-case-judge-20240415-p5fjtj] to be “unsatisfactory” – partly

because key aspects of her story shifted over time to suit her narrative. And he

didn’t think much of the way she treated her Bumble date, Nick.

But in this contest of credibility, it was no contest.

Analysis
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The judge [https://www.afr.com/companies/media-and-marketing/destined-for-greatness-

lehrmann-judge-tested-his-arm-with-former-pm-20240411-p5fj8m] said he hesitated to call

people liars, but this was a “mendacious” man who had “no compunction about

departing from the truth if he thought it expedient”.

Lehrmann could tell some whoppers, but the little fibs about the “fateful night” (as

Lee called it) were crucial.

Like denying he bought Higgins a drink. Or saying he didn’t find her attractive. And

explaining why he didn’t just call his girlfriend if he had left his house keys at work

(as he told a security guard).

CCTV footage showed Lehrmann buying Higgins a drink. A “pash” with her later

that night gave lie to his insouciance. And the suggestion that his relationship with

a girlfriend morally inhibited him from engaging in intimacy with Higgins was

laughable for Lee.

“This was an example of Mr Lehrmann being mendacious about a centrally

important part of the case,” he added.

For Lee, the one about the house keys was telling.

Lee asked Lehrmann during the trial why he didn’t text or call his then girlfriend

and ask her to let him in when he got home. Lehrmann explained it was “a process

Mendacious  Bruce Lehrmann after the verdict  Wolter Peeters
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to get in”, so Lee came up with his own process.

“To avoid this complication, [Lehrmann] preferred to: (a) go out of his way to go

back to work in the early hours; (b) lie to Parliament House security; (c) sign the

necessary register; (d) be issued with a pass; (e) go through a metal detector; (f) be

escorted by a security guard to his office; (g) obtain his keys from his office; (h) book

another Uber; (i) go back through a Parliamentary exit; (j) meet the ride share car;

and then (k) ride home.

“Even if he was in the doghouse because he had stayed out late, I think it is safe to

conclude that the process of getting into a flat he shared with his girlfriend would

have been a significantly less elaborate exercise.”

The biggest lie of all by Lehrmann was that no sex took place; that he simply left

Parliament House 40 minutes after they arrived – without checking on Higgins or

saying goodbye.

Lee had reservations about whether Higgins was saying “no in a loop”

[https://www.afr.com/companies/media-and-marketing/ten-flips-the-higgins-narrative-against-

seven-20240403-p5fgxw] during intercourse as she testified, but not that intercourse

took place. Or that Lehrmann left in a hurry after sex.

“Given he had satisfied himself, and that he knew his girlfriend was awake and was

attempting to contact him, calling an Uber and getting out of the ministerial

private office with celerity (and leaving Ms Higgins undressed) is the action of a

cad, but is nonetheless explicable.”

A cad who was “recklessly indifferent to whether there was consent”. And that was

rape.

If Lehrmann is the biggest loser from the case – suing for defamation and losing is

a spectacular fail – he isn’t the only one.

The Ten Network might have proved the “substantial truth” of the imputations

Lehrmann drew from Lisa Wilkinson’s interview with Higgins on The Project in

2021.

Pivotal witness

But Lee was scathing about the way the story was put together, and how Wilkinson

accepted Higgins’ narrative – especially when it came to Fiona Brown.

167



Lee regarded Brown – the chief of staff to Defence Industry minister Linda

Reynolds – as someone whose evidence he could accept, especially on a central

claim of The Project was that there had been a political cover-up of the incident.

“The cover-up allegation was objectively short on facts, but long on speculation and

internal inconsistencies,” said Lee.

Chief among them was a Higgins text to Brown in 2019 saying Brown had been

“absolutely incredible, and I’m so appreciative”.

“To be later vilified as an unfeeling apparatchik willing to throw up roadblocks in

covering up criminal conduct at the behest of one’s political overlords must be

worse than galling.”

Lee also felt sorry for “Nick”, who was discarded by Higgins on the night in favour of

partying with her work colleagues. She testified he had left because he was getting

bullied, but later conceded she had been “really rude”.

“After being forsaken like a shag on a rock for an extended period and despite then

making successful attempts to interact with some of the group on the larger table,

Nick understandably left The Dock, no doubt ruing swiping right.”

Fiona Brown  pictured in December 2023  after giving her evidence in the defamation tria  Steven Siewert
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Just as Lehrmann would now regret pressing “go” on his defamation case, after his

criminal trial was discontinued after juror misconduct.

He was the man, as Lee said, who escaped the lions’ den but “made the mistake of

coming back for his hat”.

Support is available from the National Sexual Assault, Domestic Family

Violence Counselling Service [https://www.1800respect.org.au/] on 1800RESPECT

(1800 737 732) and Lifeline on 13 11 14.

RELATED

The stupidity of Bruce Lehrmann

https //www afr com/work and careers/workp ace/the stupidity of bruce
ehrmann 20240415 p5fjty

RELATED

What judge in Lehrmann trial said about consent

https //www afr com/po itics/federa /what the judge in the ehrmann tria
said about consent 20240415 p5fjzf

Michael Pelly is the legal editor, based in our Sydney newsroom. He has been a senior adviser

to federal and state attorneys-general and written two books, one a biography of former High

Court Chief Justice Murray Gleeson. Email Michael at michael.pelly@afr.com
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Lehrmann leaves after his defamation failure. (Source: PEDESTRIAN.TV)

However, he missed the deadline to file the appeal amendments, with his lawyer Zali Burrows
arguing this was due to his struggles to pay a barrister $117,000 to finalise appeal, which was
due to be filed last Thursday.

“There were a lot of monies paid in respect of hearing allocation fees, filing fees, to which my
client didn’t have to pay at the time, because he was on Centrelink,” said Burrows.

To which Justice Abraham asked bluntly: “What’s this got to do with me?”

“This is an appeal … Why isn’t Justice Lee dealing (with it)? This is an order he made … Not an
appeal from the order,” Abraham said, per The Australian.

Burrows explained that the money Lehrmann received in settlements from News Life Media
and the ABC had not been reimbursed by the lawyers from his high-stakes defamation case
(who are glad it’s over!), and therefore could not be afforded to the barrister to complete the
appeal.

In addition to owing various lawyers huge legal costs, Lehrmann received a court order from
Network 10 that he pay a $200,000 security deposit, to help the network secure legal costs
should he be unsuccessful in the appeal. This has also not been paid.
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And so, the reason why Abraham had been dragged into the matter was so she could make the
reimbursement of $117,000 into Lehrmann’s trust account a priority.

(Photo by Don Arnold/Getty Images)

“You want this court — as in me — to deal with a matter that you haven’t yet filed before the
registrar so that — one assumes — you succeed in that matter so that you can brief somebody
… and we’re not going to get the amended grounds until after that,” Abraham asked.

Ultimately, the judge gave Lehrmann’s legal team until the end of next week to file the amended
notice of appeal, but she didn’t do so without some stern words on the importance of keeping
a schedule

“One assumes this has been an issue for some time,” Justice Abraham said.

“You don’t wait until it’s breached and then come to the court.”

Bruce Lehrmann has quite a trail of receipts following him at the moment that will make paying
for all these trials a predicament.

In addition to the court ordering he pay $2 million in legal costs for the failed defamation case
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former colleague.

In a notice of appeal filed with the court, Lehrmann cla ms he was denied procedural
fairness and challenged Justice Lee’s find ngs.

He has cla med that Justice Lee made find ngs that were neither advanced by Ten and
Ms Wilk nson nor put to him in cross examination.

As well, he argued that Justice Lee should not have made his find ngs because Ms
Higg ns had “significant credibility problems” and he did not properly apply the
“Brigginshaw principle”.

According to the “Briginshaw” pr nciple, in civil cases involv ng serious allegations,
courts are required to make findings at a higher standard.

Brittany Higgins gave evidence as Ten’s star witness. Picture: NewsWire/Nikki Short.

THE TRIAL

The former Liberal staffer sued Ten and Ms Wilkinson over her interview with Ms Higgins
on The Project in which the former political staffer said that she was raped by a former
colleague.

In a landmark rul ng, Justice Lee in April found, on the balance of probabilities, Lehrmann
had raped Ms Higgins, dismissing Mr Lehrmann’s lawsuit.

Justice Lee said “it is more likely than not” that Lehrmann was “so ntent upon
gratification to be indifferent to Ms Higg ns’ consent, and hence went ahead with sexual
intercourse without car ng whether she consented.”

Justice Lee said of Lehrmann’s decision to sue for defamation after cr minal proceed ngs
were abandoned: “Having escaped the lion’s den, Mr Lehrmann made the mistake of
go ng back for his hat.”

It is unclear whether Mr Lehrmann has the funds for an appeal – the court has previously
heard he has been unemployed since 2021 and is a legal student.

Lehrmann has consistently denied sexually assaulting Ms Higg ns.

He faced trial in the ACT Supreme Court in 2022 after pleading not guilty to one count of
sexual intercourse without consent.

The trial was abandoned due to juror misconduct and the Director of Public Prosecutions
dropped the charges due to concerns about Ms Higg ns’ welfare.
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Bruce Lehrmann given extra time in appeal
to overturn the result of failed defamation
case against Network Ten and Lisa
Wilkinson

Fri 6 Sep 2024 at 10:09am

Bruce Lehrmann is appealing after Justice Michael Lee found on the balance of probabilities he did rape

Brittany Higgins at Parliament House in 2019  (AAP: Bianca De Marchi)

ABC News
has a fresh
look

We've made it easier to find the stories that matter to
you with a new homepage, personalised sections and
more.

By Patrick Bell By Elizabeth Byrne Courts and Trials
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In short:

Former Liberal staffer Bruce Lehrmann has been given

extra time to file amended grounds of appeal, as he

seeks to overturn the result of his failed defamation

case against Network Ten and Lisa Wilkinson.

Bruce Lehrmann is appealing after Justice Michael Lee

found on the balance of probabilities he did rape

Brittany Higgins at Parliament House in 2019.

What's next?

Mr Lehrmann's lawyer has been given until next

Thursday to file amendments.

Former Liberal staffer Bruce Lehrmann has been given

extra time to file amended grounds of appeal, as he

seeks to overturn the result of his failed defamation

case against Network Ten and Lisa Wilkinson.

Mr Lehrmann drafted the original notice of appeal

himself, after the Federal Court found, on the balance

of probabilities, he had raped Brittany Higgins at

Parliament House in 2019.

He has always denied the allegation, and a criminal

trial in the ACT Supreme Court collapsed without a

verdict due to juror misconduct.

In a hastily arranged case management hearing today,

the Federal Court heard Mr Lehrmann missed the

original deadline of last Thursday to file any

amendments to the appeal.

His lawyer Zali Burrows argued Mr Lehrmann has
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struggled to recover $117,000 in court costs which he

should have been exempt from, and which he now

intends to use to pay senior barrister Guy Reynolds to

finalise the amended appeal.

"There were a lot of monies paid in
respect of hearing allocation fees, filing
fees, to which my client didn't have to
pay at the time, because he was on
Centrelink," Ms Burrows said.

The money was disbursed from a trust account, into

which News Life Media and the ABC paid money upon

settling Mr Lehrmann's defamation actions against

them.

Much of Mr Lehrmann's defamation case centered around an interview Brittany Higgns

gave to The Project  (Supplied: Network Ten)
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While Justice Wendy Abraham agreed to give Mr

Lehrmann until next Thursday to file any amendments,

she was critical of Ms Burrows for not raising the

issues earlier.

"One assumes this has been an issue for some time,"

Justice Abraham said.

"You don't wait until [an order is]
breached and then come to the court."

Justice Abraham also declined to consider Mr

Lehrmann's application for cost recovery herself,

instead referring that to the court's registry.

The case will be back in court in October, when the

court will consider duelling applications over costs.

Network Ten is seeking a court order for Mr Lehrmann

to provide a security of costs in the event the appeal

fails.

Meanwhile, Mr Lehrmann wants to delay the

enforcement of the costs order against him in the

original case, which could cost him millions of dollars.

Posted Fri 6 Sep 2024 at 10:09am
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