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FMG Respondents’ outstanding objections and evidence subject to limitations under the Evidence 
Act 1995 (Cth) (EA) 

Witness Statement of Estelle Guiness 
 

Paragraph / Part of 
Paragraph 

Objection Applicant’s response Resolution/ Ruling required 

[25]-[36] Relevance 
(Social 
disharmony) 

 Resolution: The parties have agreed 
that the ruling on this objection is 
appropriately dealt with when 
judgment is delivered because 
whether social disharmony is 
compensable under Part 2, Division 
5 of the NTA is a matter in issue 
between the parties. 
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3. I have 2 big brothers and 1 big sister. Their names are Isaac, Brockwell and

Ramona.

4. My father was Billy Guinness. He has passed away. He was a Yindjibarndi man

through his father Guinness Gilby. My mother is Gloria Dale. She's also

Yindjibarndi through her mother and Ngarluma through her father.

5. People usually pick one mob to follow. I choose Yindjibarndi because I know it

more than Ngarluma. The old Yindjibarndi people always made sure the culture

and language stayed alive. That's why I love Yindjibarndi People.

6. Growing up, my old people (Yindjibarndi elders) were Guinness Gilbie, Berry

Malcolm (Nana Marra) and Nana Bridget Warrie. I knew Pigeon (Kenny) Jerrold

too. Most of the old people died when I was young although Cheedy Ned was

still around. I lived in Roebourne growing up.

7. I have also learnt a lot from Marion Cheedy and Jane Cheedy, Cheedy Ned's

daughters. When I was younger they would also take me out bush and teach me

Yindjibarndi language.

8. My dad worked a lot when I was young. So my brothers and sisters and I would

go out with Dennis Long, my Dad's brother. He belonged to Guinness Gilbie

Gilby but he was raised by the Long family. He took us on fishing trips and

camping trips on Ngarluma country. Charlie Cheedy and Barbara Guinness took

us out hunting on our Yindjibarndi country too.

9. Yindjibarndi language is always spoken by my family and other Yindjibarndi

families. We are also strong with the Birdarra law. I go out to Woodbrook at Law

time. Ngarluma language is the language of Karratha and Roebourne but it is not

spoken as widely as Yindjibarndi is. Yindjibarndi people share their language

with everyone.

Garlawinji 

10. All Yindjibarndi share the ngurra, the country, together. But our old people come

from different parts of Yindjibarndi country. Guinness Gilby's country is

Sophie Kilpatrick
Cross-Out









6 

Bangkangkarra 

24. I have been to Bangkangkarra. It is called Satellite Springs by the white people

who work at the Mine. Berry Malcolm told me it is called Bangkangarra and she

told me it is a sacred site. She told me her grandfather is buried near the Mine. I

believe it is his spirit who visited me when I was working there.

The Split 

25. When I was growing up, all the Yindjibarndi got along together. There were

arguments from time to time but I felt safe in the community around Roebourne.

I could pull up and ask for a drink of water from anyone. But then FMG and

Andrew Forrest turned up and everything changed. This was in 2007, when I was

15. I don't know of any other reason why there is a split in the community. Now I

can't even ask people for water around Roebourne. Everyone is grumpy and 

growling. This is one of the reasons why I live in Karratha now. 

26. Before the split, many in the Wirlu-murra camp were my elders. We are close

family with them. So I was around my grandmother Betty Dale (who is

Ngarluma Wirlu-murra) in the village in Roebourne. Allery Sandy and Aileen

Sandy were lovely aunties around the village then too. They weren't how they

are now. They just say hello to me now but they don't really talk for long with me.

This is because I'm with the YAC mob and they are with Wirlu-murra. We don't

trust each other. This makes me really sad. We shouldn't be that way. I wish

we could be how we were before, taking care of one another without hate and

judgement. We are supposed to share and care for each other Yindjibarndi way

but people aren't doing this because of the hate.

27. My sister Ramona goes to Wirlu-murra meetings and is a member. She gets

Christmas money. About $1500. All the elders My Aunty Jennifer Williams

get $5000.

Sophie Kilpatrick
Cross-Out

Sophie Kilpatrick
Cross-Out
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 It seems 

like only the Sandy and Adams families really benefit from Wirlu-murra. 

Ken Sandy lives in the house across the street from me 

. I know this because this is what they were doing when I 

worked for FMG hires houses for their workers. He is my close uncle but I can't 

really talk to him even though he lives across the street. I don't want to be 

judged for talking with him. This is because he is an elder on the Wirlu-murra 

side. 
28. I always saw Aileen and Allery Sandy as elders for Yindjibarndi people. But Allery

doesn't behave like an elder now. At meetings, she doesn't stop and listen. She

talks over the YAC mob all the time and screams. She thinks Y AC has the money

and they are not sharing. This is what she screams out at Y AC meetings. But we

don't have enough money to share out to everyone all the time. There is no deal

with FMG and there are no other mines on Yindjibarndi country.

29. I asked Wirlu-murra for money at Christmas time just recently. But they wouldn't

give me any. They told me this is because I'm not a member.

30. I've been going along to Yindjibarndi meetings since I was a child. There was no

shouting at those meetings, not until Andrew Forrest turned up. The people who

come to YAC meetings now and shout are the Wirlu-murra crew - Allery Sandy,

Robert Toby and Michelle Adams. They scream and they don't give Aunty Lyn

(Cheedy) and Aunty Pansy (Cheedy) time to speak, and then they walk out. They

don't want to listen.

31. I just can't understand why the Wirlu-murra mob keep sticking up for Andrew

Forrest when really he hasn't given them anything. Most of them look poor to me.

32. This split has broken the Gahlarra system, which is the system that we

Yindjidbarndi follow to make sure we relate to each other the proper way. For

example, you have to be respectful of your fathers and mothers. But people are

not following the rules anymore. They are putting the fight between YAC and

Wirlu-murra ahead of these rules.

33. YAC has tried many times to get Wirlu-murra to come back together so there is

one Yindjibarndi group, but it never happens. I've seen this at YAC meetings.

Sophie Kilpatrick
Cross-Out
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