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Embargoed until 6.30pm, Tuesday 10 May 2016.
Sydney Theatre Company releases its 2015 Annual Report

At its Annual General Meeting today, Sydney Theatre Company (STC) released its
Annual Report, recording an operating surplus of $618,101 derived from strong
results across Sydney Theatre Company, Sydney Theatre Company Foundation and
Roslyn Packer Theatre business units. Taking into account $2.05M received towards
the Company’s capital campaign, the consolidated group result becomes a surplus of
$2.668M ($1.797M in 2014).

Chairman Ian Narev said: “2015 was an exceptional year for STC and this is reflected
in an excellent financial result. I applaud the fantastic work on our stages, our strong
management team, and the hard work of all those who work tirelessly behind the
scenes to deliver stellar performances to our audiences.

“I would also like to pay special tribute to two people who have made an enormous
contribution not only during 2015 but across many years, and who have both recently
left us: our former Artistic Director Andrew Upton and my predecessor David
Gonski. They have built strong foundations for the Company and left it in great
shape. ‘

“As we move into a new era, I am sure our audiences are looking forward to the
exciting direction and performances that our incoming Artistic Director Jonathan
Church as well as Executive Director Patrick McIntyre will bring to our stages.”

In total throughout 2015 STC generated revenue of $38.358M. As ever, the vast
majority of income came from ticket sales and production-related revenue. Total
attendances at STC’s annual Sydney season were 282,622 (up from 235,285 in 2014).
There were 20,513 Season Ticket Holders, which was 29% up on the four year
average and 21% up on the eight-year average. The average pack size for Season
Ticket Holders was an eight-year high of 6.97 plays.

There was continued growth in philanthropic giving to the Company in 2015. Gifts
now represent around 7% of STC’s annual revenue, a sum equivalent to the
Company’s core funding from Federal and State Governments, and to income
received from sponsorship. There was an increase in the numbers of individual
donors, demonstrating increased awareness of the need for this support and
willingness to provide it.
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STC’s major sponsors Audi, Lendlease and Suncorp led the Company’s committed
group of corporate partners. In a tough market, ten of STC's sponsors, including
Audi, have been supporters of the Company for over ten years.

Particular highlights at STC in 2015 included Andrew Upton’s new adaptation The
Present, with a cast led by Cate Blanchett and Richard Roxburgh (to be presented on
Broadway later this year) and the return of Geoffrey Rush to STC, tackling one of the
great roles of the canon, Lear, in a bold production by director Neil Armfield. Upton
and Hugo Weaving continued their exploration of Beckett with an extraordinary
Endgame. That production was instigated through work on 2013’s Waiting for
Godot, which in 2015 toured to London to glowing reviews, with the UK’s Daily
Telegraph describing it as “a production of luminous intelligence and virtuoso
physicality.”

Premieres from young Australian writers Kylie Coolwell (Battle of Waterloo) and
Melissa Bubnic (Boys will be boys) were produced alongside established
international playwrights Caryl Churchill (Love and Information) and Sarah Ruhl
(Orlando); Andrew Bovell’s first play After Dinner was revived for a sold-out run;
classics by Williams (Suddenly Last Summer) and Shaw (Arms and the Man)
delighted audiences; STC’s co-production with Barking Gecko Theatre Company,
Storm Boy, returned for an encore season before touring; with the year capped off, as
ever, with the silly season touchstone The Wharf Revue: Celebrating 15 Years.

Beyond its stages, STC was again a powerhouse of artistic development. Across the
course of the year, a total of ten new Australian works were commissioned, bringing
the total number of playwrights under commission for the year to 15. Ten STC
productions across all four venues offered young and emerging directors the
opportunity to assist and be mentored by established, senior directors. STC’s School
Drama program, in which specially trained teaching artists work intensively
alongside teachers in classrooms across seven weeks, reached almost 3000 students
and 111 teachers in 36 schools across NSW.

STC continued to offer accessible price points through its Suncorp Twenties scheme
making tickets available for just $20 for every performance it gives across the whole
year (excluding opening nights), concession pricing for school students, pensioners
and people aged under 30, and discounts through Season Ticket packages.

Full details of all STC’s 2015 activities can be found in the Annual Report here

For further information please contact Tim McKeough on || "
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Sydney Theztre Company
Limited

Pier 4, Hickson Road
Walsh Bay
NSW 2000

PO Box 777
Millers Point
NSW 2000

Administration

T 461 2 g250 1700

r 4612 92513687

£ mail@sydneytheatre.com.au

Box Office

T +61 2 9250 1777

F +612 9247 3584

£ boxoffice@sydneytheatre.com.au

sydneytheatre.com.au

Venues

‘Wharf 1 Theatre & Wharf 2 Theatre
Pier 4, Hickson Road

Walsh Bay

NSW 2000

Roslyn Packer Theatre Walsh Bay
22 Hickson Road

Walsh Bay

NSW 2000

Drama Theatre
Sydney Opera House
Bennelong Point
NSW 2000

Annual Report 2015

Project Manager Laura Hough
Graphic Designers Hon Boey,
Christine Messinesi

Sydney Theatre Company Limited
Incorporated in New South Wales
A company limited by guarantee

ABN 87 001 667 983
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Sydney Theatre Company
is a member of AMPAG
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