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FY25 Week 7 26,950 20,428 -18.5 % -19.5 % -6,522 29.2 % 1,256 104

FY25 Week 6 26,786 20,646 -19.2 % -19.7 % -6,140 27.7 % 1,256 113

FY25 Week 5 26,955 20,867 -22.2 % -19.7 % -6,088 27.4 % 1,283 141

FY25 Week 4 Mon 3,322 2,570 -19.6 % -19.8 % -752 27.9 % 187 12

Tue 3,388 2,538 -22.7 % -19.0 % -850 30.8 % 190 11

Wed 3,495 2,750 -17.1 % -18.8 % -745 26.0 % 190 22

Thu 3,892 2,857 -18.3 % -18.9 % -1,035 31.4 % 190 14

Fri 3,823 2,695 -22.0 % -17.3 % -1,128 35.4 % 182 19

Sat 4,517 3,377 -18.2 % -20.3 % -1,140 31.1 % 175 26

Sun 5,220 3,820 -21.7 % -19.3 % -1,400 31.9 % 157 27

Total 27,657 20,607 -20.0 % -19.1 % -7,050 30.8 % 1,271 131

FY25 Week 3 Mon 3,347 2,607 -18.1 % -19.8 % -740 27.2 % 188 11

Tue 3,405 2,647 -14.7 % -17.7 % -758 27.3 % 190 13

Wed 3,480 2,683 -18.8 % -19.4 % -797 27.9 % 190 11

Thu 3,519 2,669 -19.2 % -19.0 % -850 29.4 % 189 16

Fri 3,835 2,934 -17.5 % -15.8 % -901 28.2 % 187 23

Sat 4,371 3,461 -20.0 % -21.0 % -910 25.8 % 174 23

Sun 5,105 4,016 -17.8 % -18.6 % -1,089 25.5 % 155 18

Total 27,062 21,017 -18.1 % -18.8 % -6,045 27.2 % 1,273 115

FY25 Week 2 Mon 3,328 2,558 -18.7 % -20.6 % -770 28.3 % 188 20

Tue 3,411 2,636 -21.3 % -19.2 % -775 27.6 % 190 16

Wed 3,503 2,627 -21.5 % -19.7 % -876 30.2 % 190 12

Thu 3,517 2,684 -19.7 % -19.0 % -833 28.5 % 190 17

Fri 3,828 2,967 -16.8 % -14.9 % -861 26.8 % 187 16

S t 4 271 3 344 22 2 % 21 6 % 927 26 8 % 174 23

SALES TREND

Weekly trend YoY trend Daily trend
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DRAFTING OF TRANSCRIPT IN PROGRESS and subject to review by language speakers.

Transcription - Closed session CM2024.02 Watarrka 19th July 2024

Recording time 25:13

Primary speaker names noted when known:

• MP: Matthew Palmer
• NH: Ned Hargraves
• WW: Warren Williams

Languages to be translated and reviewed:

• Arrernte language – highlighted yellow below
• Red text = translated from Arrernte

• Warlpiri language – highlighted green below
• Green text = translated from Warlpiri

• Language TBC – highlighted blue below 
• Blue text = translated from multiple languages (common across some languages)

• [Cross talk] = multiple people speaking at once; cannot discern conversation from audio

Transcript of what can be heard on the audio recording

MP – Yeah, I just wanna... I’d like all the staff to move please. Staff [language inaudible] confidential. 
Where are we? Good come closer (discussion in background.) Yo yo staff all out. 

Staff member - you want me out?  

MP - you can stand there.

1:00 – MP: [inaudible] …Yesterday and then the problem is this. And ah whitefella kardiya they 
wanted Ingkerreke. I told my problems - them white people wanted get me out. Reason why this 
mob I am helping this mob either way all around the centre, outstations, cattle stations. [language 
inaudible] They don’t want that we worked on, they want to keep us down like they did to our old 
people, put under the thumb under the sun. All mob. People are you listening?

[Cross talk]:

- yes
- yeah

1:40 MP: Right, I spoke to the Minister, Minister spoke to me. Minister boss told me to break the 
middle man. That’s where all the money’s gone. Money’s gotta go back to the people. And they said 
Minister, Prime Minister, and all they coming to speak to us, do you want that or you mob want to 
live like dogs.

Other voice: yes

2:18: MP: Like, uh, old people was. No work. No anything, like the old people used to talk, write 
everything on paper, yeah we’re right and damn right.
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(yo)

2:36 MP: Minister mob are backing me up. Then this mob wants backing me up. They said don’t say 
it like that, take the middle man so all the money can go back to the community like that. I am going 
on a right road. 

3:13 MP: [language inaudible] We will be getting older and older and see how the white man 
standing now and watching our old people getting old and Community can stay like that family mob 
like that, community will remain the same. Everything everybody [language inaudible] all you mob 
know, you heard that again about the roads from, like that well with back up like that we follow put 
fences up, bob cat or have own road crews in community. Work like that keep money in the 
community. That’s the story I wanted to tell you mob. Middle man is stopping all the money. They 
still holding the money.

4:19 Other voice: [language warlpiri] support each other. Ya know… [language warlpiri] you know 
[language]. That’s only [language] young fella [language] and no anything. No. [language].

5:06 MP: Yeah and another thing. I want to tell you mob when you put me in the position at the 
start, I was in the office looking at other white staff and I asked them “where is this person – CEO?” 
In Canberra… One week. He’s the boss how come he never taken me to Canberra all the time he 
used to go visit to Canberra by himself without me knowing. He know if he’d taken me I would have 
listened to what parliament is talking about the Aboriginal people. 

5:44 Other voice – you should go with him.

5:55 MP: But nothing, he used to cruise himself for two weeks and I get left behind. That’s not 
working together.

Other voice: nah, should be the CEO and the Chair should be working together

6:00 MP: Yeah but nothing.  This year coming to the end, he used to go for 2 week, 1 week but 
nothing so only the white people can talk for money, that’s not good. He should have taken me from 
the start.

6:20 [Cross talk]: 

- Mr. Ross, Mr. Ross.. [inaudible]
- Next year must be your turn
- Secret – you been telling what you’re talking about
- [inaudible]

6:40 MP: He does not tell us what happened in the meeting, that’s all, then he has conversation with 
whitefella. People that he knows and they keep secrets, no information.

Other voice: We got women’s council but what about men’s council? We got anything or…?

[Cross talk – inaudible]

MP: you mob got nothing. We gotta set that up too, it’s important. You know if there’s trouble in the 
community, men’s council can sort them out, like that.

7:20 [loud aeroplane – discussion inaudible]
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7:35 MP: council really important from town and all, for example little bit to ask for everything he 
keeps doing this, he is looking at jail. If you are listening woman can beat and they go straight to jail, 
straight to jail…

[cross talk – inaudible]

MP: … and it proper court [language inaudible] watch house proper [language inaudible] looking 
after you. [language inaudible] look up to em, do like that at meetings men’s council if you do it 
again then we will go jail how many months, how many, how many years, then he’ll pick up on these 
mob are getting hard on sentencing. 

8:40 other voice: man go to jail for nothing [language]

[cross talk inaudible]

8:57 MP: Nine regions let the police and government …meet up, we’ll go men’s council and tell them 
this is our plan and that’s our punishment, that man gotta be there who made the trouble to pull 
him out of the court to face men’s council. That’s how hard we gotta be, hard. All men.

9:17 Other voice – meeting a couple of months ago [cross talk inaudible] for the white fella or 
[inaudible] might like to take a couple of white people and he went back town and call himself a real 
Aboriginal man and law man but he’s a white fella. We wanna see things like that because they 
robbing us money. We want to stop all this bullshit. Men’s council, we are the only people who can 
stop the other people. They got no father… [inaudible] who can be.

10:15 – [cross talk – inaudible]

10:39 NH – yes, yeah

10:43 MP - They using us for nothing otherwise we will be rubbish.

Other voice – you can’t tell him off? 

[cross talk – inaudible]

10:50 – MP – Look at the boss, he is sitting quietly listening. He does not come back from Canberra 
from staying 1 week or two weeks and how government was talking, and see here when he comes 
back he does not share what was spoken and I am working without knowing what went on.

11:20 NH – We don’t want that thing, no, we don’t want that, we can’t allow that because it’s 
terrible, it’s secret, can’t make that happen. No.

11:37 Other voice – that’s why we’re putting that voice for us

[Cross talk inaudible]

11:41 – MP: that next meeting [language inaudible] we strongly gotta put that uh 9 regions men’s 
council. We gotta move that too. Lets work quickly and get that funding - federal government, 
commonwealth government if they want this problems then what’s happening, it’s only way we can 
throw him down.

12:05- NH: They can come through tribal council

[cross talk]

- Yeah, yeah

839



DRAFTING OF TRANSCRIPT IN PROGRESS and subject to review by language speakers.

- They’ll find ‘em, they’ll find ‘em, cos that’s a big problem

12:10 – other voice: you know all that [language inaudible] that’s a lot of money they got, and all 
that money we don’t see that in our communities. 

[Cross talk]:

- Yeah
- Yes

Other voice: they’ll fund them. That sister was talking about the road and home, where’s the money 
gone for Sandover road, can’t keep it like that - they’ll pull it out funding.

12:30 – 13:45 MP: I done this paper from the, what I heard from the Minister. They told me to write 
it down on the paper on what’s spoken in Council meeting. They’ll come to speak to us [language 
inaudible]

13:21 NH: we want you to read something out [cross talk inaudible]. Give it to him to read..

13:27 MP: Yeah. They will listen/read it and move it and pass so we can see the money in our 
community but this middle man is stopping all funding from the government... Minister... [language 
inaudible] get away from the middle man. [Language inaudible] whitefella, Minister [language 
inaudible].

13:50 NH: Let him read it. Read it out and then [language] let em read it out, you’re right.. we gotta. 

13:57 – MP: He told me himself, the Minister, do you want to see changes in the community, every 
community the building up, but he is still stopping the funding. Old people didn’t know. That’ll give 
us power.

14:10 Other voice: we gonna have the power again?

[cross talk – inaudible]

14:15 – MP: Power. Power yeah, yeah all power

[cross talk]:

- Gotta think about that one

MP:  [language inaudible] not even NT government can stop us. Your house, your land trust they got 
no right to talk cause we can have own council not shire council. Go back to how we used to be, 
that’s why we doing this paper cause the Minister told me.

[cross talk] 14:35 NH – Bro, let this one read it first. Let Japanangka [Warlpiri skin name] read it. Let 
Japanagka read and then from there we’re... [inaudible]

14:46 MP: [language inaudible]

14:53 WW – I can’t get myself involved in this one. I can’t get myself involved in this one. That’s out 
of jurisdiction, that’s out of jurisdiction.[cross talk] Yeah, I can’t get involved.

15:10 NH: All we want you to do is read it.

15:13 – WW: I can’t even read it. No Ned, because you’re asking me… [language]

15:17 MP: Is there anyone who can read this paper? - so everyone can listen.
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[cross talk – some in language]:

15:45 MP: When the boss heard he probably will go on his own and we heard the funding figure - 4 
billion… [Language inaudible]

[cross talk]

16:00 NH: [language] because [language] whatever we do we gotta settle it quicker

[cross talk inaudible]

16:25 – other voice:  you can’t be here or…? 

[cross talk inaudible]

16:33 – other voice: Maybe, maybe, maybe we gotta trying to find the fault. Any fault what he’s 
done wrong, and then we can try and help you. If we go ahead and sign he might take us to court.

17:00 – MP: we’ll put him in court with this one here. I can put him in court with what I’ve got here.

17:05 - NH: [language]

17:11 - MP: I can put him in court, the two of them, with this one I can sue him. See he made wrong 
here

17:18 – NH: [language] There’s no .. [language]

17:19 – other voice: well you mob can sign it because I don’t wanna be in jail

17:30-17:50 – [cross talk – some inaudible]

- All we want to do is take it up with ..[inaudible]. They gotta be (inaudible)
- Chair [language] Chair [Language]
- We can’t put him [language]

17:55 – Other voice: He’s the chairperson still for us so we can’t turn around back way for CEO. No. 
There’s no proof. He will take us to court.

18:04 - NH: There is a proof there [language]

18:06 – Other voice: where?

18:07 NH: because number [language} put that thing

18:10 – 18:28 [cross talk]

- No no
- Common seal

18:17 WW: Ned, he’s won that [language]. He’s still the chair, he’s still the chair [language] Ned you 
and Valerie voted [language]. He’s still the chair. For the period relevant next year April. You can’t 
take it, no. He’s the chair.

[cross talk]:

- Yeah
- Yuwa
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18:25 [cross talk – some inaudible]

- Only a couple more months then we’ll be new voting then. [inaudible]. Then for the CEO we 
gotta find a really false, I tell you.

18:47 MP: anything wrong then that CEO we gotta find really fault he made wrong here. I can put 
him in court, two of them in court no worries that’s why I was telling you from the start he was 
going to Canberra from start by himself … [inaudible] council, he went again by himself, hey what’s 
been happening, what I got to tell my people I got no information

18:47 [cross talk – some inaudible]:

- ..CEO…Couple of [inaudible]…Lawyer
- [inaudible]..lawyer
- [language]
- You lot find (inaudible) Yeah somewhere

19:12 NH: We gotta think hard about it you know, because it’s a time that we stood up, we stood up.

19:20 WW: Nah, Ned. You understand. He’s already a Chair. Voted in today. He’s already a chair 
[language] until April next year… No… you can’t…

[Cross talk]

19:30 NH: Yes [language] he’s writing that thing [language]

19:45 WW: for what reason? For what reason – you give me a good reason?

19:48 NH: The good reason is [language]

19:50 WW: No. He’s back in the chair [language] [inaudible]

19:57 Other voice: when we vote him in and bring him back as a chair, we can’t backfire for CEO, no.

[Cross talk]

20:02 WW: I’m telling you. I’m telling you right now Ned.

Other voice: we can’t do that, we can’t do that

20:04 NH: Yes we can. Yes we can. [language] seal [language] No.

20:13 [cross talk]:

- So you’re automatically In the chair again
- We gotta be careful because… we gotta be careful
- We gotta watch him now

WW: That one hasn’t got a common seal. Ned that letter doesn’t have a common seal. You just be 
careful. You mob can go but we’re standing by… [inaudible]. You mob can go, but we standing by 

[cross talk – some inaudible]:

- He might take us to court
- I got no lawyer

20:44 NH: This isn’t [language] this is our choice, no, no non-aboriginal people (kardiya) can tell us 
what to do. No 
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20:48: WW: Ned…

20:48: NH: Why are we fronting about the non-aboriginal people (kardiya)? Why? Why? Why are we 
fronting about the non-aboriginal people (kardiya)? Huh? Ya know why?

20:54 WW: What reasons you got there?

20:55 NH: I just told you.

WW: You got any… evidence in that letter?

20:55 – 22:30 [Cross talk – some inaudible]:

- You got nothing
- How many broken [inaudible]
- You mob can sign it no worries.
- I got no lawyer
- Lawyer coming to see me
- We’ll just watch him for mistake…We watch him... gotta watch him again
- If you make a mistake [language] minister been [language]
- I tell you about that Chairman from way back. My rights he was a chairman in Lake nash trying 

to fix my property...[inaudible]… you know what’s happened? ..[Inaudible]... that’s the same 
thing that I remember

- And they’ll blame him and go back way
- No no, not pressure
- We gotta find the false… [inaudible] we gotta.. 
- That’s really cruel...
- [Language]…Canberra
- No evidence
- Hey we waiting for…[inaudible] tell him to come
- [inaudible].. False to that CEO then we can kick him out
- I remember [inaudible] I remember
- CEO [inaudible]…

22:30 NH: This is the choice of our own people. This is what we want. We’re not happy about what 
he’s doing and what he’s done. No.

22:30 – 23:46 [cross talk – some inaudible]:

- Nothing written that...(inaudible)
- No. He’s a good man.
- Cash money today ay?
- Yeah but I don’t know why…(inaudible)
- With the delegates…yeah... proper meeting
- [Language]… This fella had a birthday yesterday
- Nothing written down…No
- They do a good thing too
- Yeah we want money
- Just (inaudible) slowly...[language]
- [cross talk continues – inaudible]
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23:41 MP: Family… (inaudible). In October meeting you mob can go cause, this is liar, that is my 
speech.

23:49 [cross talk – some inaudible]

-  For money
- [language]
- You wanna go, we’ll get him…(inaudible)
- Yes, ... our mother [language]
- [language]

Staff member: meeting closed or…?

24:25 MP (on microphone): is it okay or what? People on my side. In October, people on my side 
let’s pull out okay? or [language inaudible]. So Minister can see. The Minister can join our side and 
Prime Minister to come to our side so we can do that. So these mob pick each other by voting we 
can turn in another direction. I’m telling the truth I’ve heard this from the minister okay. Alright go 
and get your money [cross talk - language inaudible] yeah thank you.

Staff member: meeting closed.
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SENATOR JACINTA NAMPIJINPA PRICE 

Shadow Minister for Indigenous Australians 

Senator for the Northern Territory 

  

18 July 2024 

  

CENTRAL LAND COUNCIL TAKES MATTERS INTO THEIR OWN HANDS 

 

A vote of no confidence carried this afternoon at a meeting of the Central Land Council has 

shown yet again that the needs and concerns of Indigenous Australians are not a priority for the 

Albanese Government. 

In September last year, the Coalition moved a motion calling for an inquiry into the governance 

of the Land Councils, however the Albanese government refused to heed that call. Now the 

Central Land Council, at the request of the chair Matt Palmer, have agreed to dismiss their 

CEO due to unprofessional conduct.   

Senator Nampijinpa Price said “the Albanese government has presided over the ongoing failure 

of NAAJA, has ironically given boards with domestic violence offenders money to deliver 

domestic violence prevention services, and overseen the inexplicable cessation of ABA grants 

for Homelands.  

Following this afternoon’s vote, will the Albanese government now just leave the Central Land 

Council members to march on by themselves? Will they simply label this an isolated issue and 

continue to pretend that issues like this are not also present in other aboriginal organisations?  

“At the end of the day, it is the most marginalised Indigenous Australians who suffer when 

aboriginal organisations are not held to a proper standard. Minister Linda Burney needs to step 

up and actively ensure these organisations are being run to the highest standard possible; the 

same standard we would apply to any other organisation in Australia,” said Senator Nampijinpa 

Price.  

“If Minister Burney continues to let these organisations off the hook as she has done with other 

Indigenous-run organisations, she is simply revealing the racist low expectations she holds with 

respect to Indigenous Australians, and doing nothing to actually improve the lives of those 

people she claims to represent,” Senator Nampijinpa Price said.  

Senator Nampijinpa Price said a review into the Land Rights Act must be conducted to ensure 

greater transparency and accountability. “For too long the status quo has overseen an  

arrangement whereby traditional owners are land rich but dirt poor, and have little hope of 

being empowered to use the resources available to them to build their own economic 

independence.” 
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thrive.

This is what self-determination looks like.”

Please call Matt Palmer, Chair CLC for comment and interviews - .

Matthew Palmer
CHAIR
Central Land Council
27 Stuart Highway, Alice Springs NT 0870
T  
F  
E  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The information contained in this e-mail, and any attachments to it, are
intended for the use of the addressee only.  It is confidential and may
be subject to legal professional privilege. No representation or warranty
is given that this message or any attached files are free from viruses or
other defects.  If you are not the intended recipient you must not read, use, 
disclose, forward, copy, or retain any of the information.  If you
have received this e-mail in error, please delete it and notify the
Central Land Council by calling .
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It is time to get things done that matter for the people in the heartland and homelands of the CLC.”

While CLC values are driven by Aboriginal world views, members are insistent this needs to go further 
for tangible on-the-ground change. Along with radical action and progress, some members strongly 
support a breakaway Arrernte Land Council.

Lindsay Watson, who recently stepped into the administration of the Alcoota Station, said, “Hard 
questions need to be asked. Why are there Traditional Owners still living in tin sheds?

Why are we still vulnerable while living on our homelands?

Where have all the funds and resources gone that should be getting to our grass-roots, to make a 
difference for our mob?”

Mr Palmer declared that the time of unfulfilled promises and delay was over: “We are demanding real 
impacts and accountability, delivered directly to CLC members – where they live, with what is needed 
to thrive.

This is what self-determination looks like.”

Please call Matt Palmer, Chair CLC for comment and interviews - .

Matthew Palmer
CHAIR
Central Land Council
27 Stuart Highway, Alice Springs NT 0870
T
F
E 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The information contained in this e-mail, and any attachments to it, are
intended for the use of the addressee only.  It is confidential and may
be subject to legal professional privilege. No representation or warranty
is given that this message or any attached files are free from viruses or
other defects.  If you are not the intended recipient you must not read, use, 
disclose, forward, copy, or retain any of the information.  If you
have received this e-mail in error, please delete it and notify the
Central Land Council by calling .
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Coombs, Stephen 

Fwd: CLC statement
Coombs, Stephen 1 July 2025 at 16:39
To: Stephen Coombs

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Tess O'Loughlin <
Date: Mon, Jul 22, 2024 at 10:24 AM
Subject: CLC statement
To:

Good morning,

 

Please see attached the Central Land Council’s statement.

 

Kind regards,

Tess O'Loughlin
ACTING MANAGER - COMMUNICATIONS
Central Land Council
27 Stuart Highway, Alice Springs NT 0870
T   M  
F  
E  
clc.org.au

The information contained in this e-mail, and any attachments to it, are intended for the use of the addressee only.  It is confidential and may be subject to
legal professional privilege.  No representation or warranty is given that this message or any attached files are free from viruses or other defects.  If you
are not the intended recipient you must not  read, use, disclose, forward, copy or retain any of the information.  If you have received this e-mail in error,

please delete it and notify the Central Land Council by calling (08) 8951 6211.

CLC Statement 22072024.pdf
178K
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NATIONAL INDIGENOUS TIMES
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Central Land Council deny no-confidence
motion against CEO

Dechlan Brennan - July 22, 2024

JACINTA  NAMPIJINPA  PRICE

The Central Land Council have rejected claims that a no-confidence motion has been moved against
chief executive Lesley Turner. (Image: Elevation Designs)

The Central Land Council have rejected claims by Jacinta Nampijinpa Price

and the NT News that a no-confidence motion was moved against chief

executive Lesley Turner at the weekend.

The report on Monday said Central Land Council (CLC) chairman Matt Palmer

had released a statement over the weekend saying members at a full council

meeting moved for an instant dismissal motion against Mr Turner.

JOBS EVENTS ADVERTISE NEWSLETTER PRINT EDITIONS

22/07/2024, 15:37 Central Land Council deny no-confidence motion agai... | NIT

https://nit.com.au/22-07-2024/12648/central-land-council-deny-no-confidence-motion-against-ceo 1/5
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On Sunday evening, Senator Price weighed in, arguing the no-confidence vote

against Mr Turner was linked to a Federal Coalition motion to hold an inquiry in

Land Councils governance.

In response, the CLC denied the claims.

"The Central Land Council is governed by the Aboriginal Land Rights
(Northern Territory) Act 1976 and scrupulously adheres to the Act," the CLC

said in a statement.

"Senator Jacinta Price's statement and the NT News report are inaccurate.

There was no motion to dismiss Central Land Council's chief executive Mr

Lesley Turner at its full council meeting last week.

"Mr Turner is the CEO of the Central Land Council. Council delegates and staff

of the CLC remain focused and continue to act in the interests of traditional

owners and Aboriginal people across its region."

NT News said the motion against Mr Turner failed, but Mr Palmer said the CLC

had "failed to address basic needs of Aboriginal people across the region,

weakening many communities and contributing to increasingly worse

conditions".

He went on to say voices were being "ignored" and the vision of the CLC was

being lost.

Furthermore, Mr Palmer said some members of the CLC supported a

breakaway Arrernte Land Council.

"We are demanding real impacts and accountability, delivered directly to CLC

members – where they live, with what is needed to thrive," Mr Palmer said, as

reported by NT News.

"This is what self-determination looks like."
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Senator Price said the "majority of Central Land Council members showed

their support for the dismissal of the CEO due to unprofessional conduct".

"At the end of the day, it is the most marginalised Indigenous Australians who

suffer when Aboriginal organisations are not held to a proper standard," the

Country Liberal Party Senator said.

Senator Price has been heavily criticised by the CLC in the past, when her

denial about the negative impacts of colonisation in the lead up to last year's

referendum were met with derision and disappointment.

She called for Minister Linda Burney to "step up" and make sure the CLC and

other Indigenous organisations were being run to the "same standard we

would apply to any other organisation in Australia".

JACINTA NAMPIJINPA PRICE LAND COUNCILS LES TURNER CLC CENTRAL LAND COUNCIL

NORTHERN TERRITORY NEWS NT
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Warlpiri Elder Ned Jampijinpa Hargraves at the Central Australian Frack Free Alliance anti-fracking gathering in Alice Springs.

Anti-frackers have 
congregated in the Red 
Centre to celebrate a 
milestone moment in their 
fight against the 
controversial mining practice 
– telling those behind the 
practice to “frack off”. 

Members and allies from 
the Central Australian Frack 
Free Alliance descended on 
the Alice Springs Town 
Council lawns on Sunday 

afternoon to celebrate a 
decade of anti-fracking 
campaigning. 

The three hour event – 
billed as an anti-fracking 
gathering – featured 
speeches from elders, 
budding politicians and 
activists. Speakers included 
Warlpiri Elder Ned Jampijinpa 
Hargraves, Arid Lands 
Environment Centre fracking 
campaigner Hannah Ekin, 
Central Australian Frack Free 
Alliance’s Hilary Tyler and NT 

Greens candidate for 
Braitling Asta Hill. 

Elder Mr Hargraves didn’t 
mince his words when he 
gave his opinion on the 
practice, stating “take your 
fracking, and frack off”. 

“We don’t want fracking in 
the NT,” he said. “If you want 
fracking, go do it in your 
backyard. Our land, our 
Tjukurrpa is going to be 
destroyed by these people 
who want to frack.”

Fracking campaigner Ms 

Ekin said she was proud of 
the collective efforts to stop 
fracking in the Territory. 

“Ten years into the 
campaign, fracking 
companies continue to 
struggle to get the industry 
off the ground,” she said. 

“It’s hard enough to get a 
dirty fracking industry off the 
ground, and with the strong 
resistance from traditional 
owners and communities 
across the NT this industry is 
bound to fail.”

Decade on, campaigners revel in 
telling companies to ‘frack off’
Gera Kazakov

Internal divisions within the 
Central Land Council have 
spilt over at the weekend with 
reports the organisation 
moved a no-confidence mo-
tion against chief executive 
Lesley Turner. 

A statement released at the 
weekend by chairman Matt 
Palmer said members at a full 
council meeting last week had 
moved an instant dismissal 
motion against Mr Turner. 

The CLC on Monday denied 
an instant dismissal motion 
was moved.

Mr Palmer claimed the CLC 
had “failed to address basic 
needs of Aboriginal people 
across the region, weakening 
many communities and con-
tributing to increasingly worse 
conditions”. 

“The voices of people in 
community have been ignored 
for too long and many in this 
community are being kept in 
poverty,” Mr Palmer said.

“Voices are ignored, people 
left behind and the vision of 
CLC has been lost. There is ma-
jority support for change of di-
rection and leadership in the 
CLC. It is time to get things 
done that matter for the people 
in the heartland and home-
lands of the CLC.”

The statement said while 
CLC values were driven by Ab-
original world views, members 
insisted this needs to go further 
for tangible on-the-ground 
change. 

It said along with radical ac-
tion and progress, some mem-
bers strongly supported a 
breakaway Arrernte Land 
Council.

“We are demanding real im-
pacts and accountability, de-
livered directly to CLC 
members – where they live, 
with what is needed to thrive,” 
Mr Palmer said. 

“This is what self-determi-
nation looks like.”

The statement quoted Lind-
say Watson at Alcoota Station 

who said it was time for serious 
change. 

“Hard questions need to be 
asked. Why are there tra-
ditional owners still living in tin 
sheds?

“Why are we still vulnerable 
while living on our homelands?

“Where have all the funds 
and resources gone that should 
be getting to our grassroots, to 
make a difference for our 
mob?”

Late on Sunday, CLP senator 
Jacinta Nampijinpa Price 
weighed in, linking the failed 
no-confidence vote against Mr 
Turner to a Coalition motion 
to hold an inquiry into land 
councils’ governance. 

“Through last week’s vote, a 
majority of Central Land 
Council members showed their 
support for the dismissal of the 
CEO due to unprofessional 
conduct,” Senator Price said. 

Senator Price said the no-
confidence vote should prompt 
an intervention by the federal 
government to fix the organis-
ation.

“At the end of the day, it is 
the most marginalised Indi-
genous Australians who suffer 
when Aboriginal organisations 
are not held to a proper stan-
dard,” Senator Price said. 

“Minister Linda Burney 
needs to step up and actively 
ensure these organisations are 
being run to the highest stan-
dard possible; the same stan-
dard we would apply to any 
other organisation in Austra-
lia.” 

A CLC spokesman said the 
organisation “scrupulously ad-
heres” to the Aboriginal Land 
Rights Act and would continue 
working for the community.

“Council delegates and staff 
of the CLC remain focused and 
continue to act in the interests 
of traditional owners and Ab-
original people across its re-
gion,” a statement said.

Labor senator Malarndirri 
McCarthy declined to com-
ment, while Ms Burney did not 
respond in time.

Divisions
fracture 
at CLC
CEO faces no-confidence
Camden Smith 

Local destination plan updates ‘opportunities’
Four years after the first plan 
was released, the Territory 
government has released an 
updated destination manage-
ment plan for the MacDonnell 
Ranges and Alice Springs – 
showing “opportunities ident-
ified” within the region along-
side “key achievements”. 

The update aims  to ensure 
“the plan aligns with the cur-

rent tourism environment”, ac-
cording to a statement from 
tourism and hospitality minis-
ter Joel Bowden. 

“Key achievements ... in-
clude the completion of resto-
ration works at the 
Hermannsburg Historic Pre-
cinct, early works under way to 
build the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Art Gal-
lery of Australia in Alice 
Springs, and the establishment 

of a new contemporary visitor 
information centre in Alice 
Springs,” the statement said. 

“Development opportunities 
identified for the region in-
clude establishing a walking 
trail linking Ntaria (Her-
mannsburg) to the Finke 
Gorge National Park, and de-
veloping a tourism precinct 
that connects the Telegraph 
Station, the future Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Art 

Gallery of Australia, Alice 
Springs CBD and Anzac Hill.”

In May, Alice Springs resi-
dents' watched the last rugby 
games played at Anzac Oval – 
the future site of the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Art 
Gallery of Australia – with 
local clubs now shuffled be-
tween different ovals, as the 
town’s rugby teams await  a 
new oval to be built in Kilgariff. 

The  destination manage-

ment plan lists five strengths 
for the region: “Aboriginal cul-
ture; nature; adventure; his-
tory; and events sectors”. 

“The plan maps out the 
strategy to lean in even more to 
the region’s competitive 
strengths, attracting more visi-
tors and increased expenditure 
by building up and promoting 
Aboriginal cultural experien-
ces, night time and astro-tour-
ism experiences, drive tourism, 

and new adventure opportun-
ities including hiking and 4WD 
experiences,” the statement 
reads. 

The  plan also lists a Lasseters 
casino overhaul and a $5 mil-
lion Alice Springs visitor centre 
upgrade as  key achievements. 

The casino upgrade is sched-
uled for completion in 2028, 
according to the updated plan, 
while the visitor centre will be 
completed in 2026. 

Gera Kazakov
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Subsequent to the First Article being published, our client received the correspondence from Tess 
O’Loughlin of the CLC consistent with Schedule D in the Concerns Notice. Our client also instructs us 
that subsequent to the First Article being published, it further communicated with CLC employees. A 
press release was subsequently released by the CLC on 22 July 2024. Given the information provided 
to it by both the chairperson of the CLC board, and then others at the CLC via Ms O’Loughlin and the 
CLC press release, our client proceeded to publish the Second Article. The Second Article included 
both the perspective of Mr Palmer and of the CLC, and was careful to distinguish those positions.  
 
Having regard to the above, our client is of the belief that it would be able to avail itself of a 
statutory qualified privilege defence under s 27 of the Defamation Act 2006 (NT) (Act), given it acted 
reasonably in publishing the Articles and afforded your client ample opportunity to comment on the 
matter. Despite the matter being defensible, our client has also removed the Second Article and 
Facebook Post without admission. 
 
Offer to make amends 
 
Despite our client being confident it could avail itself of a defence of statutory qualified privilege, our 
client has instructed us to make an offer to make amends pursuant to Part 3, Division of the Act 
(Offer). The Offer, which is made without admission of liability, is made in full and final settlement of 
your client’s claim against all News Corp Australia entities in relation to publication of the Articles 
and the Facebook Post and consists of the following terms: 
 

1. The Offer is made in relation to the Articles and the Facebook Post generally. 
 

2. As notes above, the First and Second Article, have both been removed from the NT News 
website, and the Facebook Post has also been removed. 

 
3. Payment of your client’s legal expenses reasonably incurred by your client before this Offer 

was made and the expenses reasonably incurred by your client in considering the Offer 
agreed in the amount of $3,000. 

 
4. Publication of an Apology and Correction in the following terms, within 30 days of your 

client accepting this offer:  
 

Apology to Lesley Turner 
The NT News published two articles on 21 and 22 July concerning a press release 
issued by the Central Land Council (CLC) which stated that the CLC’s board had 
moved a motion to dismiss chief executive, Lesley Turner. Mr Turner subsequently 
contacted the NT News and informed us that the press release was incorrect and no 
such motion was ever put before the CLC’s board, let alone moved. The NT News 
apologises to Mr Turner for any hurt or embarrassment caused by the publication of 
the articles. 

 
A hyperlink to the Apology and Correction having the appearance of standard News Corp 
Australia article will be fixed to the homepage of the NT News website at NTnews.com.au 
for a period of 24 hours, after which it will remain online in archival form for a period of 7 
days. 

 
5. Our client agrees to take, or join in taking, reasonable steps to comply with s 14(1)(e) of the 

Act, and to the extent necessary, corresponding State and Territory legislation. 
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The Offer remains open to be accepted at any time up to 28 days after the date of this letter, unless 
the Offer is withdrawn or extended in writing or is rejected by you during that acceptance period. 
Please let us know if you does not consider this a reasonable period of time in which to consider the 
offer.  
 
In the event that this offer is not accepted by you and you commence defamation proceedings, our 
client will rely upon this offer both as a defence under section 17 of the Act (and equivalent sections 
in legislation of other States and Territories) and in support of an application that you pay our 
clients’ costs of any proceedings on an indemnity basis pursuant to section 40 of the Act and the 
principles in Calderbank v Calderbank [1976] Fam 93 and Cutts v Head (1984) CH 290. 
 
Our client is also of the understanding that on 28 August there will be an emergency meeting of the 
CLC at Tennant Creek to discuss the circumstances of Mr Palmer’s release. Our client wishes to cover 
this meeting, which would obviously go further in correcting the public record regarding your client 
and the initial press release issued by Mr Palmer.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 

Benjamin Regattieri 
Legal Counsel 
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client in considering the Renewed Offer to Make Amends agreed in the amount of 

$4,500. 

 

b. Payment of an amount of compensation to your client, in the amount of $5,500 

 

With the total payment for 3(a) and (b) above being $10,000. 

 

4. Publication of an Apology and Correction in the following terms, within 7 days of your client 

accepting this offer:  

 

Apology to Lesley Turner 

The NT News published two articles on 21 and 22 July concerning a press release 

issued by Matthew Palmer, the Chair of the Central Land Council (CLC), purportedly 

on behalf of the CLC. Mr Palmer’s press release stated that the CLC’s board had 

moved a motion to dismiss chief executive, Lesley Turner. Mr Turner subsequently 

contacted the NT News and informed us that the press release was incorrect and no 

motion was moved. The NT News apologises to Mr Turner for any hurt or 

embarrassment caused by the publication of the articles. 

 

A hyperlink to the Apology and Correction having the appearance of standard News Corp 

Australia article will be fixed to the homepage of the NT News website at NTnews.com.au 

for a period of 24 hours, after which it will remain online in archival form for a period of 7 

days. 

 

5. Our client agrees to take, or join in taking, reasonable steps to comply with s 14(1)(e) of the 

Act, and to the extent necessary, corresponding State and Territory legislation. 

 

6. The terms of this offer and any corresponding settlement are confidential save that: 

 

a. The parties may: 

 

i. say that the Articles and Facebook Post have been removed; 

 

ii. say that the Correction and Apology has been published; and 

 

b. The parties may disclose the terms and the payments in 3 above: 

 

i. To their legal and financial advisers; 

 

ii. as required by law and then only to the extent required by law. 

 

With respect to the apology proposed in your 27 August 2024 letter, our client remains concerned 

that it has been unable to independently verify that no such motion was ever put before the board 

to be voted on. It has simply taken your client on his word, as per the Concerns Notice, where it is 

stated: “Mr Turner was not the subject of any motion at the Meeting”. To date, it appears that CLC 

has only been able to confirm to our client that no motion was passed, which appears to be self-

evident from the fact that your client is still employed in his job. In these circumstances, our client 

obviously remains concerned to name Mr Palmer where definitive proof that a motion wasn’t put 

before the board, has not been forthcoming. If your client insists on Mr Palmer’s name being 

included in the apology, our client is only comfortable with including information it is confident is 
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accurate. If your client and/or the CLC were to provide documentary evidence to prove the accuracy 

of the apology proposed in your 27 August letter, our client would reconsider its position. 

 

The Renewed Offer to Make Amends remains open to be accepted at any time up to 7 days after the 

date of this letter, unless it is withdrawn or extended in writing or is rejected by you during that 

acceptance period. Please let us know if you does not consider this a reasonable period of time in 

which to consider the offer.  

 

In the event that this offer is not accepted by you and you commence defamation proceedings, our 

client will rely upon this offer both as a defence under section 17 of the Act (and equivalent sections 

in legislation of other States and Territories) and in support of an application that you pay our 

clients’ costs of any proceedings on an indemnity basis pursuant to section 40 of the Act and the 

principles in Calderbank v Calderbank [1976] Fam 93 and Cutts v Head (1984) CH 290. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Benjamin Regattieri 

Legal Counsel 
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Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation 

 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 

4. Is it alleged that the Arrernte elders and traditional land owners identified in the preceding 
paragraphs informed the applicant of their concerns? If so, please provide all proper 
particulars detailing such concerns, and by whom it is alleged the concerns are held.  
 

Paragraph 9b (on page 11 of the Defence) 
 

5. Is it alleged that Mr Palmer invited the Arrernte elders to attend the CLC meeting orally or in 
writing?  
 

6. If the invitation by Mr Palmer was communicated orally or party orally, please particularise: 
 
(a) When the invitation was communicated;  

 
(b) To whom it was communicated; and 

 
(c) The substance of what was said.  

 
7. If the invitation by Pamer was communicated in writing or party in writing, please provide a 

copy of the relevant document(s).  
 
Paragraph 9c (on page 12 of the Defence) 
 

8. Please provide particulars of Mr Palmer’s “own experiences” particularly having regard to the 
allegation later in the Defence (on page 19) that he had only held the role as Chair since 
February 2023). 

 
Justification – section 22 of the Defamation Act 2006 – Imputation 6b. 
 
Paragraph 4 (on page 13 of the Defence), 
 

9. Please particularise how Mr Palmer “brought forward” the motion or discussion to dismiss the 
applicant at the full CLC meeting.  
 

10. Please particularise who it is alleged communicated support for a change in executive 
leadership, including how this support was communicated and the substance of what was said 
and to whom the support was communicated.  

 
Qualified privilege 
 
Paragraph 13(vi) (on page 19 of the Defence) 
 

11. Please provide particulars of the sources of information for each item and when your client 
says she became aware of each such piece of information. 
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Paragraph 13(viii) (on page 21 of the Defence) 
 

12. Please particularise when, before 18 July 2023, the respondent was contacted by Dr Gavin 
Morris and whether the contact was made by telephone, in person or by written 
communication.  
 

13. To the extent that the contact between the respondent and Dr Gavin Morris involved an oral 
exchange, please particularise: 
 
(a) When the conversation(s) occurred; and 

 
(b) The substance of what was said.  

 
14. If it is alleged that the contact by Dr Gavin Morris to the respondent was by written 

communication, please produce a copy of the relevant document(s).  
 
Paragraph 13(x) (on page 21 and 22 of the Defence) 
 

15. In relation to your client’s reliance on Gavin Morris as a person she claims “was driven 

passionately to help the most vulnerable children” in Indigenous communities, we note that 

on 8 August 2024 Gavin Morris was arrested and charged with offences of aggravated assault 

of multiple children in 2023 who were aged between 8 and 13 at the time.  Please provide 

particulars of when Senator Price: 

(a) Became aware of allegations against Mr Morris in relation to his conduct towards children; 

(b) Became aware of any investigation into Mr Morris’ conduct towards children; 

(c) Became aware of Mr Morris’ arrest and charges. 

 
Paragraph 13(xi) (on page 22 of the Defence) 
 

16. In relation to the direction by the respondent to her Senior Adviser Damein Wilks, please 
particularise whether or not the direction was made orally or in writing. 
 

17. To the extent that the direction referred to in paragraph 13(xi) on page 22 of the Defence was 
given orally, please particularise: 
 
(a) When it was given; and 

 
(b) The substance of what was said.  
 

18. To the extent that the direction referred to in paragraph 13(xi) on page 22 of the Defence was 
given by written communication, please produce a copy of the relevant document(s).  
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Paragraph 13(xii) (on page 22 of the Defence) 

 
19. Please particularise the nature, frequency and extent of any dealings between your client and 

Mr Palmer from the time that she became a Senator until 18 July 2024. 
 

Paragraph 13(xix) (on page 25 of the Defence) 
 

20. In relation to paragraph 13(xix) on page 2 5of the Defence, please particularise: 
 
(a) the substance of what was said and by whom on the occasions on which Mr Wilks and Ms 

Hard, in preparing the First Media Release: 
 
(i) spoke with one another;  

 
(ii) spoke with the respondent (specifying who spoke with the respondent); and 

 
(iii) the substance of what was aid in each conversation 
 

(b) Please provide particulars of all of the communications between Mr Wilks and Dr Morris 
both before and after 18 July 2024. 
 

(c) Please particularise the date on which it is alleged that Mr Wilks received a copy of the 
Motion. 

 
Paragraph 13(xx) (on page 26 of the Defence) 

 
21. On what basis did your client reasonably believe that journalists would seek comment from 

the applicant? 
 
Paragraph 13(xxi) (on page 27 of the Defence) 
 

22. Please particularise how the respondent approved the publication of the First Media Release. 
Specifically, is it alleged that the respondent’s approval was communicated orally or in 
writing?  
 

23. If the respondent’s approval to publish the First Media Release was given orally, or partly 
orally, please particularise: 
 
(a) To whom the approval was communicated; and 

 
(b) The substance of what was said  
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24. To the extent that the approval referred to in paragraph 13(xxi) on page 27 of the Defence 
was given by written communication, please produce a copy of the relevant document(s).  

 
Honest Opinion s.28 of the Defamation Act 2006 
 
Paragraph 19b.(ii) (on page 32 of the Defence) 
 

25. How is it alleged that Mr Palmer caused or approved the CLC Release to be issued on 20 July 
2024. Specifically, it is alleged that Mr Palmer caused or approved the release to be issued in 
a verbal conversation or in writing?  
 

26. If it is alleged that Mr Palmer caused or approved the issue of the CLC Release on 20 July 2024 
verbally, please particularise: 
 
(a) To whom it was communicated;  

 
(b) When it was approved or caused to be issued; and 

 
(c) The manner in which the verbal exchange took place; and 

 
(d) The substance of what was said.  

 
27. To the extent that the approval referred to in paragraph 19b. ii. on page 32 of the Defence 

was given in written material, please produce a copy of the relevant document(s).  
 
Paragraph 19b.(iv) (on page 32 of the Defence) 
 

28. Please provide particulars of each person that Mr Palmer communicated with, and the timing, 
nature and substance of each such communication and the response from each such delegate. 

 
Paragraph 19b.(v) (on page 32 of the Defence) 
 

29. Please provide particulars of the name of each delegate who “showed their support” and in 
relation to each such person how and when they did so including by any words or gestures 
spoken or made by each such person. 

 
Paragraph 19b.(vi) (on page 32 of the Defence) 
 

30. Please provide particulars of the name of each delegate who was fearful and how they 
demonstrated that “fear”. 
 

31. Please provide particulars of the alleged threats, including the express terms of the threats, 
by whom they were made and to whom. 
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Unfounded allegations 
 
We put you on notice that the Defence includes improper and unjustified allegations giving rise to a 
claim of aggravated damages by our client.   
 
Justification defence hopeless 
 
Particulars 1-7 in which unprofessional conduct is alleged against our client in relation to a fraud policy 
and the fraud risk assessment is misconceived. We invite you to withdraw it.  Further, assuming your 
allegations are correct, it is unclear how those allegations justify the allegation made by your client 
that the conduct warranted our client’s dismissal. 
 
Similarly the allegation made about our client in particulars 8 and 9 are incapable of justifying 
imputation 6(a). 
 
As to the allegations about what occurred on 17 and 18 July 2024, we note that your client or members 
of her staff conspired with Mr Palmer prior to his attempt to move a motion.   We also note that the 
Central Land Council issued a media release on 24 August 2024 debunking the claims that women 
were removed from the meeting. 
 
Particulars 1-7 in relation to imputation 6(b) are embarrassing on their face.  The fact that only 2 
people “spoke out” against the motion does not, on any view, mean that the 46 other persons present 
supported it.  That allegation is illogical and not arguably or rationally open.  That is particularly so 
given that your client is and was aware on or shortly after 18 July and at least by 19 July, that Mr 
Palmer’s motion was spectacularly unsuccessful.  Leaving this part of the chronology out of the 
particulars of justification in a pleading filed with the Court that can be accessed and reported on is 
lacking in bona fides and improper. 
 
The particulars do not support the allegation that imputation 6(c) is substantially true. 
 
Qualified privilege hopeless 
 
As you are aware, the reasons in Lange render your client’s defence of qualified privilege hopeless.  
She was aware of Mr Palmer’s motion misadventure prior to publication and was informed, 
unequivocally of that fact in a communication on 22 July 2024.  Further, she received the Concerns 
Notice setting out what occurred, in contradiction of her Media Release on 29 July 2023.  Despite that 
information, she maliciously maintained the publication online until September 2024. 
 
Further, given the publication was not in an election period, the pleading of common law qualified 
privilege in paragraph 14 of the Defence is a waste of time and costs.  It raises a false issue, being an 
argument that has been rejected by the High Court. 
 
Honest opinion defence hopeless 
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TRANSCRIPT OF RML2 

Recording of telephone conversation between Gavin Morris and Rachael Lila on 11 July 
2024 

Gavin Morris (GM): Hello Gavin speaking.  

Rachael Lila (RL): Hey Gavin its Rach from umh Jacinta’s office.  How are you?  

GM: Oh, I am good thank you. How are you? 

RL: Yeah.  Good thanks.  Hey I just wanted to catch up with you to see umh ah whats 
happened what do you need me for.  She’s just umh up at Tennant Creek at the moment with 
umh [inaudible].  

GM: Is she? 

RL: Yeah 

GM: I [inaudible] I need her advice actually. Umh 

RL: Oh okay 

GM: It’s nothing really media related but its about to probably go into the media umh 

RL: Okay 

GM: Ah 

RL: Oh well Gavin.  

GM: We we speaking off the record here.  

RL: I was just going to say anything you tell me I’m her ah. I’m her her … 

GM: [inaudible] 

RL: … as you would call the private person who knows everything. So … 

GM: Ah 

RL: … go for it.  

GM: Yeah well. The CLC well she knows this.  The CLC are about to move a … they’ve got 
a full delegates meeting next Thursday.  

RL: Ah ha 

GM: Ah they’re about to move a motion of no confidence in the CEO.  

RL: Yep 

GM: And they want to replace him with me.  

RL: Okay 

GM: Ahm and I’m yeah just chasing a bit of advice from JP around  

RL: Yeah whether that 
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GM: … nav navigating that, what that looks like, umh all the rest of it.  

RL: Yep 

GM: Umh, that’s probably the biggest thing at the moment for me.  Then the curfew stuff, the 
boarding school and the paedophile guy are all kind of in the background ticking away 
slowly.  Actually all of those things are really closely finalising. 

RL: Yep 

GM: Umh in terms of how she thinks that you know.  Yeah, I know she said to be [inaudible] 
her time. Umh yeah but that’s where I’m at.  

RL: Okay. So was it CLC’s approach’d you is that it  

GM: The CLC. The Central Land Council yeah.  

RL: Yeah and they’ve asked you to umh  

GM: Oh it’s actually been going on now for about six weeks.  It’s not … it’s just this yeah. 

RL: Yeah 

GM: So, Matt Palmer the chair of the CLC.  

RL: Yep 

GM: I’m due to meet with all the grandmas, and the grandmothers and all the key umh ah 
women this afternoon but … 

RL: [inaudible] 

GM: … yeah they approached me about oh six to eight weeks ago now umh and so their 
about to move a vote of no confidence in Les Turner. 

RL: Yep … Yep 

GM: Ahm so ah yeah and they want me to replace him.  

RL: Yep. No worries, when she gets a break umh shortly I will let her know okay.  

GM: Yeah, that’d be great.   

RL: Yeah 

GM: You know, it will just be two minutes. I just need to get her advice about what that 

RL: Yes 

GM: You know 

RL: Yes 

GM: What she thinks should happen there.  

RL: Exactly. Yep. 

GM: Umh 
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RL: Got it.  

GM: And then the other stuff with the paedophile.  Like I have been working now since I met 
with JP in her office ah at the start of the year  

RL: mmm 

GM: In terms of exposing the paedophile ring in the town camp.  I have been working with 
David from the Australian.  

RL: Yep 

GM: Ahm and that story is ready to go.  

RL: Yep 

GM: Umh and that will be pretty explosive because it involves a whole range of people, two 
of the commissioners, police commissioners, families, you know, community members have 
known about it and turned their known about it for yonks and you know looked the other way 
because he’s paying them off with food and alcohol, and transport and so worth 

RL: mmm 

GM: Umh she knows about it as well but just in terms of you know what she thinks is good 
timing.  

RL: Yep 

GM: With that story.  

RL: Yep 

GM: Ahm yeah and then the boarding. I guess that’s the other just quick touch point.  

RL: Yeah no that’s all good.  She ahm ahm she just asked me to ah follow up with you 
quickly on what is urgent uhm that she can get back to you on. So uhm I will have a chat 

GM: The CLC stuff for me is pretty urgent. Yeah 

RL: Yeah, yeah yep I know because your sitting with them this afternoon. Yeah.  

GM: Yeah I am speaking with those yeah so uhm. Yeah, the actual meeting is next Thursday.  

RL: Okay 

GM: So the full delegates meeting at Kings Canyon.  

RL: ahmm cool 

GM: Ahm, but yeah I’ve been meeting chatting with Matt Palmer now for ah I don’t know 
how many meetings we have had.  

RL: Yeah 

GM: Upteen, over the last six to eight weeks.  

RL: Yep 
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GM: Ahm, just want to make sure that’s the right move for them. It’s the right move for me.  

RL: Yeah 

GM: You know what 

RL: You just need some advice from her her yeah.  

GM: Yeah what she’d do from personally and professionally. What’s best. What’s likely to 
happen.  And all the rest of it.  

RL: Yeah no worries then. I will follow-up with her okay.  

GM: Thanks very much Rach.  

RL: Alright take care Gavin. See yah.  

GM: You know you too. You’re doing amazing work. Bye. 

RL: Alright. Bye 
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Your Ref: BBL:939 
 
 
 
 
21 February 2025 
 
 
 
 
Ms Victoria-Jane Otavski  
Partner  
Blackbay Lawyers  
Level 30, 133 Castlereagh Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 
 
 
By email:    
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
 
Re:  Senator Jacinta Nampijinpa Price – ats - Lesley Turner 
 Federal Court proceedings No. NTD 17/2024 
 
 
We refer to Order 4 of the Orders made by His Honour Wheelahan J on 4 December 2024. 
 
That order required the parties to serve their affidavits in relation to the issues on which they bear 
the onus of proof by close of business today. 
 
While the affidavits on behalf of our client are almost complete, we advise that we will not be able 
to have them sworn and served today. We expect we will be in a position to serve those affidavits 
by no later than Friday 28 February 2025. 
 
We also advise that we are instructed not to press the defences of justification or honest opinion. 
We will write to you separately indicating the reasons for the withdrawal of those defences. 
 
The qualified privilege defences are maintained. 

kalantzislawyers 
55 Stanley Street 
East Sydney NSW 2010 
PO Box 129 
Darlinghurst NSW 2010 

P  
  

www.kallaw.com.au  

ABN 415 43 412 642 
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The affidavits which will be served on you next week will relate to the qualified privilege defences. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
KALANTZIS Lawyers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BILL KALANTZIS 
Principal 
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Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation 

 
Your Ref: BBL:939 
 
 
 
21 March 2025 
 
 
 
Ms Victoria-Jane Otavski  
Partner  
Blackbay Lawyers  
Level 30, 133 Castlereagh Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 
 
 
By email:     
    
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
 
Re:  Senator Jacinta Nampijinpa Price – ats – Lesley Turner 
 Federal Court proceedings No. NTD 17/2024 
 
 
We refer to previous correspondence including in particular our letter of 21 February 2025. 
 
As we advised in that letter, the defences of justification and honest opinion are no longer pressed.  
 
The qualified privilege defences are maintained. 
 
We now enclose a proposed Further Amended Defence, reflecting that change, and seek your 
consent to its filing. We trust that a suitable consent order can be made on 27 March next. 
 
As foreshadowed in discussions between our respective senior counsel, a small number of the 
particulars previously appearing as particulars of substantial truth have been repositioned as 
particulars relevant to qualified privilege. Those changes are shown in underlining and strike-
through in the usual manner, including: 
 

kalantzislawyers 
55 Stanley Street 
East Sydney NSW 2010 
PO Box 129 
Darlinghurst NSW 2010 

P  
  

www.kallaw.com.au  

ABN 415 43 412 642 
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• Particulars (2) (b) and (c), on page 7 of the Amended Defence, now appear at (ba) and 
(bb) on page 16 of the Further Amended Defence; 
 

• Particular (7A), on page 8 of the Amended Defence, now appears at (11A) on page 18 of 
the Further Amended Defence; 
 

• Particulars (4) and (5), on page 11 of the Amended Defence, now appear (in slightly 
amended form) at (ea) and (f) on page 23 of the Further Amended Defence. 

 
In addition: on page 19 of the Further Amended Defence, as to reasonableness, the particular 
previously numbered (15) has been moved forward chronologically to (13A), and the relevant date 
has been changed from 19 July to 18 July: see in that regard Ms Price’s affidavit at [85]. 
 
We outline briefly, for the record, the matters which have led to the defences of justification and 
honest opinion being no longer pressed. 
 
Those defences, namely that the three pleaded imputations were substantially true, and that the 
corresponding opinions were based on proper material, were pleaded not only on the basis of our 
client’s knowledge and instructions but also in reliance on what Mr Palmer and others had expressly 
communicated to our client and her staff, including about what occurred at the male-only part of 
the CLC meeting on 18 July 2024. Mr Kalantzis made two extended journeys to numerous parts of 
the Northern Territory in January and February 2025 in order to take affidavits from the relevant 
persons as to those matters. However, by that time the anticipated witnesses, for reasons unknown 
to our client, either chose not to participate in that process at all (as was the case with Mr Palmer 
among others), or departed from accounts previously given. Once that became apparent, our client 
properly gave instructions that the defences be not pressed. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you.  
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
KALANTZIS Lawyers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BILL KALANTZIS 
Principal 
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AUDIO: ABC Radio Darwin
Erin Archer

Tue 23 Jul 2024 at 5:30am

(Erin Archer)

Share

Regularly updated briefing from ABC News for Darwin

Stories from ABC News

 

News Briefings Darwin audio

Listen 1m 45s

Darwin

US reaches "framework" Tik Tok deal

3m 46s

Hundreds of machetes surrendered in amnesty

3m 56s

Can Australia adapt to clima

4m 24s

9/16/25, 1:27 PM ABC Radio Darwin - ABC News

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-07-23/abc-radio-darwin/104129424 1/1
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