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Nicola Sanchez

From: Angus Llewellyn <allewellyn@networkten.com.au>
Sent: Friday, 12 February 2021 2:46 PM
To: b.lehrmann@hotmail.com
Subject: The Project, Network Ten request

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
 
Dear Bruce Lehrmann, 
 
I’m producing a story for Network Ten’s The Project. The Project has been informed of an alleged rape of Brittany 
Higgins perpetrated by you within a minister’s office in Australian Parliament House on the evening of 22 March 
2019/morning of 23rd March 2019. Could you please answer the specific queries below by no later than 10am 
Monday 15 February 2021:  

 Did you attend a drinks function with Ms Higgins and colleagues on 22nd March 2019? 
 Did you buy Ms Higgins drinks? 
 Did you become intoxicated at the drinks? 
 Did Ms Higgins become intoxicated at the drinks? 
 Did you share a taxi with Ms Higgins after the drinks? 
 Did you take Ms Higgins to Australian Parliament House after the drinks? 
 Did you use your pass to enter Parliament House? 
 Did you use your pass to enter the Ministerial Wing? 
 Did you rape Brittany Higgins as alleged? 
 Did you leave Parliament House without Ms Higgins after the alleged rape? 
 Were you sacked or given an opportunity to resign over the alleged rape? 
 Have you ever had contact with the AFP Sexual Assault and Child Abuse Team (SACAT)? 
 Have you ever been interviewed by the AFP or the AFP SACAT? 
 Have you ever been interviewed by the APH police regarding events on the evening of 22nd March 2019 and 

the morning of 23rd March 2019? 
 Have you seen the CCTV footage showing you and Ms Higgins in Parliament House on the evening of 22nd 

March 2019 and/or the morning of 23rd March 2019?  
 Are you available for an interview with The Project?  

Yours faithfully 

Angus 
 
 
Angus Llewellyn 
Producer 
  
 

 
 
  
7PM Company Pty Ltd 
Network Ten 
1 Saunders St, Pyrmont, 
NSW, 2009 
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M: (+61) 400 780 099 
E: allewellyn@networkten.com.au  
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Nicola Sanchez

From: Monica Allen <Monica.Allen@markobrienlegal.com.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 8 March 2023 11:05 AM
To: Associate.LeeJ@fedcourt.gov.au
Cc: Anthony Jefferies; Nicola Sanchez; David Collinge; Saunders, Marlia; O'Beirne, 

Conor; Paul Svilans
Subject: NSD103 of 2023 - Lehrmann v Network Ten Pty Limited and Anor 
Attachments: NSD103_2023-Defence-Network-Ten_Redacted.pdf

Dear Associate 
 
We refer to the Defence filed on behalf of the First Respondent on 7 March 2023. 
 
The Defence contains the Applicant’s current personal email address (see paragraphs 22(b) and 22(e) on page 
33).  In circumstances where the Defence is publicly available on the Federal Court website, the Applicant respectfully 
requests that his Honour give consideration to substituting the Defence presently online with the attached redacted 
version. 
 
The legal representatives for the Respondents are copied to this correspondence.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 
Monica Allen 
Special Counsel | Mark O’Brien Legal 

 

Level 19, 68 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000 Australia 
T +61 2 9216 9815  
E  monica.allen@markobrienlegal.com.au  
W www.markobrienlegal.com.au 

 

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation.  
The information contained in this email message is intended for the named recipients only.  It may contain privileged and/or confidential information. If you are 
not the intended recipient, any use, reliance upon it, disclosure or copying of this message is unauthorised.  If you have received this email message or document 
in error, please delete the message and return the document as soon as possible. 
 

24



 

{DEC/S2377305:1} 

 Bruce Lehrmann defamation case: Lisa Wilkinson's lawyer's new strategy revealed | Daily 
Mail Online 

How Lisa Wilkinson's lawyer is 

homing in on a possible flaw in 

Bruce Lehrmann's defamation case - 

as his defence team says he WILL 

give evidence 
• Bruce Lehrmann could give evidence in court 

• He's suing media for coverage of Brittany Higgins' allegations 

• His lawyer said he is available on March 16  

By LAUREN FERRI FOR NCA NEWSWIRE 
PUBLISHED: 19:20 AEDT, 8 March 2023 | UPDATED: 21:28 AEDT, 8 March 2023 

 

Lawyers for Bruce Lehrmann have told the Federal Court he is available to give 

evidence in a court for the first time if required, as his defamation proceedings get 

underway. 

Mr Lehrmann launched legal action in February against Lisa Wilkinson and Network 

10, and journalist Samantha Maiden and News Corp Australia's News Life 

Media over coverage of Ms Higgins' allegations in February, 2021. 

The media companies say the lawsuit is not maintainable as it was filed beyond the 

one-year limitation period, given the article involving Ms Higgins - published on 

February 15, 2021 - is now more than two years old. 

All parties in the proceedings faced the Federal Court for the first time on Wednesday 
afternoon, where Mr Lehrmann's lawyer Steven Whybrow told the court his client would be 
available to give evidence at another hearing on March 16 if required. 

Bruce Lehrmann (above) said he is available to give evidence in Federal Court in his case 
against  Lisa Wilkinson, Network 10, journalist Samantha Maiden and News Corp Australia's 
News Life Media 

Mr Lehrmann is suing two media companies, including Lisa Wilkinson (above) and Network 
Ten, over their coverage of Brittany Higgins' rape allegations against him 

After questions were raised about why Mr Lehrmann didn't lodge proceedings for two 
years the court was told he was given advice from a solicitor not to in February 2021, 
around the time the article and broadcasts were published. 

The court heard he also didn't want to lodge proceedings while facing existing criminal 
proceedings. 

25

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11834101/Bruce-Lehrmann-defamation-case-Lisa-Wilkinsons-lawyers-new-strategy-revealed.html?ico=related-replace
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11834101/Bruce-Lehrmann-defamation-case-Lisa-Wilkinsons-lawyers-new-strategy-revealed.html?ico=related-replace
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Lauren+Ferri+For+Nca+Newswire
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/bruce-lehrmann/index.html
https://www.news.com.au/national/nsw-act/courts-law/the-offer-the-project-made-to-bruce-lehrmann-before-bombshell-broadcast/news-story/6246e132121d202efd6bbaa784472e42
https://www.news.com.au/national/nsw-act/courts-law/the-offer-the-project-made-to-bruce-lehrmann-before-bombshell-broadcast/news-story/6246e132121d202efd6bbaa784472e42
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/breaking-news/news-life-media-no-plausible-explanation-in-bruce-lehrmann-case/news-story/94d156f8a19c90e7853fc4ce04ad0a7d
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/breaking-news/news-life-media-no-plausible-explanation-in-bruce-lehrmann-case/news-story/94d156f8a19c90e7853fc4ce04ad0a7d


 

{DEC/S2377305:1} 

2 

Mr Whybrow told the court his client was also struggling with mental health issues due 
to the alleged defamatory claims. 

Representing Lisa Wilkinson, Sue Chrysanthou SC told the court Mr Lehrmann had 
plenty of time to file the defamation claims. 

'He apparently seeks to rely on his medical condition from time-to-time ... from a 
factual perspective we wish to challenge those,' she told the court. 

Justice Lee queried whether it would be problematic for Mr Lehrmann to be potentially 
cross examined on multiple occasions, including in relation to the extension of time 
application to be heard next week and again during the trial. 

Mr Whybrow told the court he was worried his client may come under 'stress and 
anxiety' if he is called to give evidence multiple times. 

Brittan Higgins first alleged to Lisa Wilkinson (pictured left, with Ms Higgins) that she was 
raped by 'a male colleague' in Parliament House in 2019 

Mr Lehrmann had pleaded not guilty to the charge and stood trial in the ACT Supreme 
Court before it was aborted due to juror misconduct. 

The charges were subsequently dropped by the Director of Public Prosecutions and 
he has continually denied any allegation he sexually assaulted Ms Higgins at 
Parliament House in March 2019. 

He claims the coverage conveyed four false and defamatory meanings he 'raped 
Brittany Higgins in Defence Minister Linda Reynolds' office in 2019', despite not being 
named. 

Both media companies filed their defences with the Federal Court on Tuesday, as well 
as Ms Wilkinson, who retained her own legal team Ms Chrysanthou. 

Network Ten, News Life Media and both journalists are relying on the defences of truth 
and qualified privilege and will seek to prove Mr Lehrmann lied to police and did rape 
Ms Higgins. 
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 Bruce Lehrmann claims The Project botched efforts to contact him before Lisa Wilkinson 
interview | Daily Mail Online] 

Bruce Lehrmann claims The Project 
botched efforts to contact him by 
using an old email address and 
calling a wrong number before airing 
Lisa Wilkinson interview with 
Brittany Higgins about rape 
allegation 

• Channel Ten tried to contact Bruce Lehrmann five times 

• He was accused of raping Brittany Higgins, which he denies 

• One email address was defunct, another was old and disused 

• News.com.au didn't contact him because he didn't reply to Ten 

By CHARLOTTE KARP FOR DAILY MAIL AUSTRALIA 
PUBLISHED: 01:20 AEDT, 10 March 2023 | UPDATED: 01:20 AEDT, 10 March 2023 

 

Bruce Lehrmann alleges Channel Ten failed to get in contact him about Brittany 
Higgins' rape allegations because it tried a wrong number and unused and discarded 
email addresses. 

Mr Lehrmann launched a defamation case last month against the network over a  Lisa 

Wilkinson interview with Brittany Higgins - aired on The Project in February 2021 - in 

which she first alleged she was raped in Parliament House in 2019. 

He is also suing Ms Wilkinson, along with news.com.au journalist Samantha Maiden 

and its parent company News Life Media, owned by News Corp, for an article 

featuring the same allegations. 

The former parliamentary staffer strenuously denies having any sexual contact with 
Ms Higgins.  

One of his claims in the defamation suit is that both Ten and News failed to contact 
him for comment prior to broadcasting and publishing the rape allegations. 

According to defence documents filed in the Federal Court on Wednesday, The 
Project's producer Angus Llewellyn made five 'reasonable attempts' to contact Mr 
Lehrmann - via a phone call, text, and emails to two different addresses, between 
February 12 and 15, 2021. 

27

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11838073/Bruce-Lehrmann-claims-Project-botched-efforts-contact-Lisa-Wilkinson-interview-Brittany-Higgins.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11838073/Bruce-Lehrmann-claims-Project-botched-efforts-contact-Lisa-Wilkinson-interview-Brittany-Higgins.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/profile-327/charlotte-karp.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11838073/Bruce-Lehrmann-claims-Project-botched-efforts-contact-Lisa-Wilkinson-interview-Brittany-Higgins.html#comments
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11838073/Bruce-Lehrmann-claims-Project-botched-efforts-contact-Lisa-Wilkinson-interview-Brittany-Higgins.html#comments
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/bruce-lehrmann/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/channel-ten/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/brittany-higgins/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/brittany-higgins/index.html


 

{DEC/S2377303:1} 

2 

However, Daily Mail Australia understands Mr Lehrmann will claim the contact details - 
which were supplied by Ms Higgins fiancé David Sharaz - were either incorrect or long 
obsolete. 

Bruce Lehrmann is suing news.com.au and Channel Ten for airing and publishing rape 
allegations against him in 2021 

Ten has argued in its defence that staff made 'reasonable attempts' to get Mr Lehrmann's 
side of the story before it broadcast Lisa Wilkinson's (pictured) interview with Ms Higgins 

Mr Lehrmann will claim the mobile number Mr Llewellyn tried to call and text had not 
belonged to him for two years. 

It was attached to an old work phone he was given when he started his job at 
Parliament House. He left that job in March 2019, and subsequently had to surrender 
the phone and the number. 

Ten also tried to contact Mr Lehrmann using a work email address owned by public 
affairs agency Parker and Partners. 

Mr Lehrmann never worked for the agency, and would therefore have never have 
received that email. He was formerly employed by the Ogilvy Network, which is a 
partner of Parker and Partners, but a different company. 

In any case, Mr Lehrmann was employed by British American Tobacco by the time 
The Project sent the email. He had left his job at Ogilvy six months prior. 

The personal email address Ten used to try and reach Mr Lehrmann was so old it 
contains an obsolete domain. He created the address more than a decade ago and at 
the time was not using it. 

In his interview with Australian Federal Police over the allegations in 2021, Mr 
Lehrmann did cite that same personal email address as the one he was actively 
using.  

It is understood Mr Lehrmann will argue he only logged back into that account after the 
allegations against him aired and found the email from the network in his junk folder. 

Channel Ten declined to make a statement when contacted by Daily Mail Australia.  
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Leve l  40  

ANZ Tower  

161 Ca st lerea gh  Street  

SYDNEY  NSW  2 000  

AUSTRAL IA  

DX 179 S YDNEY  

 

Te lephon e :  (02)  93 94 11 44  

Facs im i le :  (02)  9 394 1 100  

www.gd law .com.a u  

Liability Limited by a scheme 
approved under Professional 
Standards Legislation 

 
 
 
 

Our Ref: AJJ/220244 
Your Ref: MOBL:657 

 
 
10 March 2023 
 
 
Mr Paul Svilans 
Principal 
Mark O’Brien Legal 
 
 

Via email: paul.svilans@markobrienlegal.com.au 
 
 
Dear Colleagues 
 
Lisa Wilkinson & Anor ats Bruce Lehrmann  
Federal Court of Australia - Proceedings No: NSD103/2023 
 
We refer to the documents produced by the applicant in answer to notices to produce served on 
him in these proceedings. 
 
Some of those documents are redacted, in particular the text message compilation.   
 
A party is not entitled to unilaterally redact documents produced in answer to a compulsive 
process of the Court. 
 
Please urgently supply us with unredacted copies.  If the redactions are by reason of claims of 
privilege, please provide us with a schedule of such claims in accordance with the practice note. 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
GILLIS DELANEY LAWYERS     

      
Anthony Jefferies      David Collinge 
Partner       Special Counsel 
Direct Line: (02) 9394 1132     Direct Line: (02) 9394 1114 

 
cc. Thomson Geer 

Marlia Saunders 
msaunders@tglaw.com.au 
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Filed on behalf of  Lisa Wilkinson, Second Respondent 

Prepared by  Anthony James Jefferies 

Law firm  Gillis Delaney Lawyers 

Tel 61 2 9394 1144 Tel 61 2 9394 1144 

Email ajj@gdlaw.com.au; dec@gdlaw.com.au 

Address for service Level 40, 161 Castlereagh St, Sydney, New South Wales, 2000 
 

Form 61 
Rule 30.28(1) 

Notice to produce 

No. NSD 103 of 2023 
Federal Court of Australia 

District Registry: NSW 

Division: General Division 

Bruce Lehrmann  

Applicant 

Network Ten Pty Limited ACN 052 515 250 and another   

Respondents 

To the Applicant 

The Second Respondent requires you to produce the following documents or things to the 

Registrar at 9:30am on 15 March 2023: 

1. All documents recording or constituting communications taking place between 12 

February 2021 and 12 December 2022 between the applicant and any person or 

persons being described as “And another who’s says I’m up for a bit of money” in the 

text message sent form the Applicant’s mobile phone at 10:37 pm on 15 February 2021 

(the Civil Lawyer), a copy of which is attached to this Notice. 

2. All documents comprising notes, audio recordings and other communications (including 

text messages, emails, WhatsApp messages, letters, retainers) recording or referring 

any legal advice given to the applicant by the Civil Lawyer between 12 February 2021 

and 12 December 2022 in relation to potential defamation proceedings. 

3. The documents compromising the “Cellebrite report” identified in the letter from the 

lawyer for the applicant to the lawyer for the second respondent of 7 March 2023.  

 

Date:  10 March 2023 

31



2 

{DEC/S2377324:1}  

 

Signed by Anthony James Jefferies 
Lawyer for the Second Respondent 

 

Note 

If this notice specifies a date for production, and is served 5 days or more before that date, you 
must produce the documents or things described in the notice, without the need for a subpoena 
for production. 
 
If you fail to produce the documents or things, the party serving the notice may lead secondary 
evidence of the contents or nature of the document or thing and you may be liable to pay any 
costs incurred because of the failure. 
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