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Acknowledgement 
of Country
The Court acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
(First Nations) peoples as the First Peoples of Australia and pays 
its respects to the Traditional Owners of the Country on which the 
Court’s eight registries are situated. 

The Court acknowledges the challenges facing the Australian 
community in our relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples which include how Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples are treated by the justice system. In this Court, 
that includes but is by no means limited to, the administration of 
the Court’s jurisdiction under the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth), where 
the Court’s processes and decisions have a significant impact on 
the interests of First Nations Peoples. The Court is committed to 
the improved administration of all its jurisdictions, where they 
affect First Nations Peoples.

Pictured: On 18 July 
2025, Justice Bennett 
presided over a Consent 
Determination Hearing 
for the First Peoples of 
the Millewa-Mallee Native 
Title Claim Group on 
Country, on the Murray 
River near Mildura. 

The land and waters 
the subject of the 
determination are located 
in the northwest corner 
of Victoria. Justice Bennett 
presented bound versions 
of the reasons for 
judgment to members 
of the Ngintait, Latji Latji 
and Nyeri Nyeri Peoples.

Photo is courtesy of 
ABC and used with 
their permission.
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Letter of 
transmittal

Chambers of Chief Justice Mortimer

Federal Court of Australia
Victoria District Registry

305 William Street
Melbourne Vic 3000

24 September 2026

The Hon Michelle Rowland MP
Attorney-General of the Commonwealth of Australia 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 

Dear Attorney-General 

I am pleased to submit the Federal Court of Australia’s annual report for the 2025–26 financial 
year.

This document reports on the management of the administrative affairs of the Court, in 
accordance with section 18S of the Federal Court of Australia Act 1976 (Cth). It also seeks to 
inform the Australian community, court users, Parliament and the Executive about the Court’s 
role, the resolution of its business, and its wider contributions to the community.

The President of the National Native Title Tribunal is required to prepare a report that relates to 
the Tribunal’s activities for the last financial year. That report is provided as Part 9, pursuant to 
section 133 of the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth).

The Chief Executive Officer and Principal Registrar is required to prepare a report under section 
46 of the Public Governance, Performance and Accountability Act 2013 (Cth). That report addresses 
in detail the provision of corporate and registry services to the Court, and includes financial 
statements relating to the Court.

Yours sincerely

Debra Mortimer
Chief Justice, Federal Court of Australia
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Readers’ guide
This Annual Report explains the work of the Federal 
Court of Australia (the Federal Court) during the 
2025–26 reporting year and the context in which 
that work was carried out. It is written for a broad 
audience, including Parliament, court users, 
practitioners and members of the public who may 
or may not be familiar with courts or legal processes.

Legal and institutional concepts are explained in plain 
language, and the report assumes no prior knowledge 
of the Federal Court or the justice system. When 
reference is made to Commonwealth legislation, 
that legislation can be freely accessed by any 
member of the public on the Federal Register 
of Legislation website. 

Judges ordinarily speak through their written reasons 
for the judgments (or decisions) they make in the 
proceedings they decide. This Annual Report serves a 
different purpose. It explains why the Federal Court’s 
work matters, how the Federal Court carries out its 
functions and is administered, and the limits within 
which it operates as part of Australia’s system of 
government. The Report does not assess the merits 
of individual proceedings or comment on judicial 
decisions. This Report is structured to move from 
context to explanation. Parts 1 and 2 outline where 
the Federal Court’s constitutional role fits within the 
Australian legal system and provides the Chief Justice’s 
year in review and those events that have shaped the 
Federal Court’s work during the reporting period. Parts 
3 and 4 describe how the Federal Court undertakes its 
work and how proceedings are managed. 

Data and statistics are woven throughout the Report 
to support explanations and provide a transparent 
understanding of the Federal Court’s workload, 
pressures, and trends over time. Charts, tables and 
graphical summaries appear alongside the relevant 
discussion to represent this information visually.

Some information sets out what is within the Federal 
Court’s control, such as case management practices 
and administrative arrangements. Other information 
explains factors outside the Federal Court’s control, 
including the volume and nature of proceedings 
filed, legislative changes and resource constraints. 
Understanding these differences provides insight 
into how the Federal Court operates within the 
required limits of both its role and capacity. 

Part 5 of the Report focuses on the people who 
support judicial work. This includes a spotlight article 
on the Federal Court’s Library staff, highlighting some 
of the institutional capability that underpins judicial 
decision-making but is rarely visible to court users 
or the public. 

Parts 6 and 7 of the Report explain how the Federal 
Court engages with court users, the legal profession, 
and the broader local and international community, 
and how it communicates its work. These parts also 
highlight the initiatives and technology the Federal 
Court uses to promote open and accessible justice.

Part 8 sets out how the Federal Court is governed, 
supported and held accountable, including reporting 
on key compliance obligations. 

Part 9 is presented as a separate report of the 
National Native Title Tribunal within this Annual 
Report. This reflects the National Native Title Tribunal’s 
distinct statutory role, while acknowledging its 
connection to the Federal Court’s 
organisational structure. 

Parts 10 and 11 contain the Appendices, List of Tables 
and Figures, and Index.
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Statistical 
Overview
( Judge and Registrar proceedings)

up 9%
from last year

up 15%
from last year

up 11%
from last year

6,010

5,473

5,245

FILINGS

FINALISATIONS

CURRENT PROCEEDINGS

at a glance
2026

2025 to
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 2025–26	  2024–25

3,
76

8

4,
17

6

Proceedings finalised 
within� 12 months from filing

up 11%

Finalisations

Proceedings filed in each state and territory

Northern Territory 

46 up 15%

Western Australia 

484 up 11%

South Australia 

306 up 4%

Tasmania 

60 down 2%

Queensland 

934 up 11%

New South Wales

2,490 up 18%

Australian Capital Territory 

115 down 2%

Victoria 

1,575 down 3%

Administrative & Constitutional Law & Human Rights

Migration

Admiralty & Maritime
Federal Crime & Related Proceedings

Commercial & Corporations

Employment & Industrial Relations

Intellectual Property

Native Title
Other Federal Jurisdiction
Taxation

Proceedings filed by 
National Practice Area

3,
91

6

829
333

14
9 14

6
75 69

31 25
437

2025–26 2024–25

C&C 
 6% 3,916 3,705

MIG 
 9% 829 760

E&IR 
 22% 437 358

ACLHR 
 24% 333 268

IP 
 5% 149 142

TAX 
 20% 146 122

OFJ 
 23% 75  61

NT 
 41% 69 49

A&M 
 19% 31 26

CRIME 
 26% 25  34

Judgments 
delivered

Judgments

2,016
1,630 1,836Delivered 

in 3 months
Delivered 
in 6 months

 up 16% from last year  up 17% from last year




