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Form 17 
Rule 8.05(1)(a) 

Statement of Claim 
No.  of 2020 

Federal Court of Australia 

District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General  

Jack de Belin 

Applicant 

Nationwide News Pty Limited 

Respondent 

Respondent 

1 The respondent: 

(a) is and was at all material times a corporation entitled to be sued in its own

corporate name and style;

(b) the publisher of The Daily Telegraph, a newspaper having a wide and extensive

circulation in the Australian Capital Territory, the State of New South Wales and

all of the other States and Territories within Australia;

(c) the publisher of material appearing on the website located at URL address

www.dailytelegraph.com.au (the “DT website”);

(d) the publisher of material appearing on the Daily Telegraph Facebook page;

(e) the publisher of material appearing on the Daily Telegraph Twitter feed.

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/


First Matter Complained Of 

2 On or about 21 February 2019, the respondent published in the Australian Capital 

Territory, New South Wales, in the other States and the Northern Territory of Australia 

the matter set forth in Schedule “A” hereto (the first matter complained of). 

Particulars of Publication 

(a) The first matter complained of was published by the respondent on the front page

of The Daily Telegraph newspaper.

(b) The first matter complained of was entitled “RUB OUT THE GRUBS: League

Immortal draws line in sand on NRL shame”.

(c) The first matter complained of was republished by the respondent via the Daily

Telegraph Tablet App to subscribers of that app;

(d) Th first matter complained of was republished by the respondent via the DT

website under the “read Today’s newspaper” section where a PDF file of the first

matter complained of was downloaded and viewed by subscribers of the DT

website where it remains available for publication as at the date of this pleading;

(e) The first matter complained of was publicised by the respondent on a Poster at

and outside newsagents on 21 February 2019;

(f) The first matter complained of was publicised, made available for publication and

published by the respondent on the Daily Telegraph Facebook page;

(g) The first matter complained of was publicised, made available for publication and

published by the respondent on the Daily Telegraph Twitter feed;

(h) Further particulars of the extent of publication and republication of the first matter

complained of will be supplied following admissions, discovery and interrogatories.

3 The first matter complained of, in its natural and ordinary meaning, was defamatory of 

the applicant and carried the following defamatory imputations (or imputations that do 

not differ in substance): 

(a) The applicant is a rapist;

(b) The applicant is a despicable person in that he raped a woman.
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Second Matter Complained Of 

4 On or about 21 February 2019, the respondent published in the Australian Capital 

Territory, New South Wales, in the other States and the Northern Territory of Australia 

the matter set forth in Schedule “B” hereto (the second matter complained of). 

Particulars of Publication 

(a) The second matter complained of was published by the respondent on the front

page and pages 4-5 of The Daily Telegraph newspaper.

(b) The second matter complained of was entitled “RUB OUT THE GRUBS: League

Immortal draws line in sand on NRL shame”.

(c) The second matter complained of was republished by the respondent via the Daily

Telegraph Tablet App to subscribers of that app;

(d) Th second matter complained of was republished by the respondent via the DT

website under the “read Today’s newspaper” section where a PDF file of the

second matter complained of was downloaded anwd viewed by subscribers of the

DT website where it remains available for publication as at the date of this

pleading;

(e) The sense and substance of the second matter complained of was republished by

the respondent on the DT website where it remains available to be downloaded;

(f) The DT website is a mass media website comprehended by tens of thousands of

readers throughout Australia each day;

(g) The second matter complained of was publicised by the respondent on a Poster

at and outside newsagents on 21 February 2019;

(h) The second matter complained of was publicised, made available for publication

and published by the respondent on the Daily Telegraph Facebook page;

(i) The second matter complained of was publicised, made available for publication

and published by the respondent on the Daily Telegraph Twitter feed;

(j) Further particulars of the extent of publication and republication of the second

matter complained of will be supplied following admissions, discovery and

interrogatories.
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5 The second matter complained of, in its natural and ordinary meaning, was defamatory 

of the applicant and carried the following defamatory imputations (or imputations that do 

not differ in substance): 

(a) The applicant is a rapist;

(b) The applicant is a despicable person in that he raped a woman;

(c) The applicant had so conducted himself by raping a woman that he deserved to

miss out on being picked for the Australian rugby league team.

Third Matter Complained Of 

6 On or about 21 February 2019, the respondent published in the Australian Capital 

Territory, New South Wales, in the other States and the Northern Territory of Australia 

the matter set forth in Schedule “C” hereto (the third matter complained of). 

Particulars of Publication 

(a) The third matter complained of was published by the respondent on the front page

and page 23 of The Daily Telegraph newspaper.

(b) The third matter complained of was entitled “RUB OUT THE GRUBS: League

Immortal draws line in sand on NRL shame”.

(c) Further particulars of the extent of publication of the third matter complained of will

be supplied following admissions, discovery and interrogatories.

7 The third matter complained of, in its natural and ordinary meaning, was defamatory of 

the applicant and carried the following defamatory imputations (or imputations that do 

not differ in substance): 

(a) The applicant is a rapist;

(b) The applicant is a despicable person in that he raped a woman.
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Fourth Matter Complained Of 

8 On or about 21 February 2019, the respondent published in the Australian Capital 

Territory, New South Wales, in the other States and the Northern Territory of Australia 

the matter set forth in Schedule “D” hereto (the fourth matter complained of). 

Particulars of Publication 

(a) The fourth matter complained of was published by the respondent by uploading it

to its Twitter feed @dailytelegraph.

(b) The fourth matter complained of was entitled “Kangaroos coach says NRL bad

boys should be stood down from playing”.

(c) The respondent’s Twitter feed had approximately 195,000 followers at the time.

(d) The fourth matter complained of was “liked” and “retweeted” a number of times

and thus republished.

(e) The republications referred to in the preceding particular were the natural and

probable consequence of the publication of the fourth matter complained of by the

respondent, in that the Twitter platform conduces that form of republication.

(f) Further particulars of the extent of publication and republication of the fourth matter

complained of will be supplied following admissions, discovery and interrogatories.

9 The fourth matter complained of, in its natural and ordinary meaning, was defamatory of 

the applicant and carried the following defamatory imputations (or imputations that do 

not differ in substance): 

(a) The applicant is a rapist;

(b) The applicant is a despicable person in that he raped a woman.

Damage 

10 By reason of publication of the first, second, third and/or fourth matter complained of, the 

applicant has been greatly injured in his reputation, has suffered hurt to feelings and has 

been and will be brought into public disrepute, odium, ridicule and contempt. 
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11 The applicant’s knowledge of the following unjustified, improper and/or lacking in bona 

fides conducted on the part of the respondent aggravated his hurt arising by reason of 

the publication of the first, second, third and/or fourth matter complained of:  

(a) The conduct of the respondent in presenting the publication of the matters

complained of in an over-sensationalised manner noting the language, tone and

production style, indicating intent to injure the applicant.

(b) The respondent’s failure to make any proper inquiries of the applicant prior to

publication in circumstances where the nature of the material, being the making of

seriously defamatory statements alleging criminality on the part of the applicant,

were such that the allegations should have been put to the applicant so that he

could respond to and deny the allegations.

(c) The making of seriously defamatory statements about the applicant in

circumstances where the sensational nature of the allegations were such as to

make it likely that those allegations would be widely disseminated and discussed.

(d) The conduct of the respondent in promoting and publicising the matters

complained of on a Poster and social media and not deleting those posts, despite

receipt of a Concerns Notice from the applicant.

(e) The conduct of the respondent in failing to apologise, despite request made by

Concerns Notice on 22 February 2019.

(f) Further particulars of aggravated damages will be provided in due course.

Date: 20 February 2020 

Signed by Craig Osborne 
Lawyer for the applicant 

This pleading was prepared by Sue Chrysanthou, counsel for the applicant. 
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Certificate of lawyer 

I Craig Osborne certify to the Court that, in relation to the statement of claim filed on behalf of the 

applicant, the factual and legal material available to me at present provides a proper basis for 

each allegation in the pleading. 

Date: 20 February 2020 

Signed by Craig Osborne 
Lawyer for the Applicant 
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Filed on behalf of (name & role of party) Jack de Belin, Applicant 
Prepared by (name of person/lawyer) Craig Osborne 
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Schedule A 

No.  of 2020 
Federal Court of Australia 

District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General 

Jack de Belin 

Applicant 

Nationwide News Pty Limited (ACN 008 438 828) 

Respondent 

Front page of the Daily Telegraph newspaper dated Thursday, February 21, 2019. 

Date:  20 February 2020 

Signed by Craig Osborne 
Lawyer for the applicant 
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Filed on behalf of (name & role of party) Jack de Belin, Applicant 
Prepared by (name of person/lawyer) Craig Osborne 
Law firm (if applicable) RMB Lawyers 
Tel 02 4228 8288 Fax 02 4229 2164 
Email rmb@rmblawyers.com.au 
Address for service 
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RMB Lawyers, Level 3, 110-114 Crown Street, Wollongong NSW 2500 
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Schedule B 

No.  of 2020 
Federal Court of Australia 

District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General 

Jack de Belin 

Applicant 

Nationwide News Pty Limited (ACN 008 438 828) 

Respondent 

Front page of the Daily Telegraph newspaper dated Thursday, February 21, 2019. 

Pages 4 and 5 of the Daily Telegraph newspaper dated Thursday, February 21, 2019. 

Date:  20 February 2020 

Signed by Craig Osborne 
Lawyer for the applicant 
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Filed on behalf of (name & role of party) Jack de Belin, Applicant 
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Law firm (if applicable) RMB Lawyers 
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Email rmb@rmblawyers.com.au 
Address for service 
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RMB Lawyers, Level 3, 110-114 Crown Street, Wollongong NSW 2500 
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Schedule C 

No.  of 2020 
Federal Court of Australia 

District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General 

Jack de Belin 

Applicant 

Nationwide News Pty Limited (ACN 008 438 828) 

Respondent 

Front page of the Daily Telegraph newspaper dated Thursday, February 21, 2019. 

Page 23 of the Daily Telegraph newspaper dated Thursday, February 21, 2019. 

Date:  20 February 2020 

Signed by Craig Osborne 
Lawyer for the applicant 
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Filed on behalf of (name & role of party) Jack de Belin, Applicant 
Prepared by (name of person/lawyer) Craig Osborne 
Law firm (if applicable) RMB Lawyers 
Tel 02 4228 8288 Fax 02 4229 2164 
Email rmb@rmblawyers.com.au 
Address for service 
(include state and postcode) 

RMB Lawyers, Level 3, 110-114 Crown Street, Wollongong NSW 2500 
Email: rmb@rmblawyers.com.au 

Schedule D 

No.  of 2020 
Federal Court of Australia 

District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General 

Jack de Belin 

Applicant 

Nationwide News Pty Limited (ACN 008 438 828) 

Respondent 

Twitter feed @dailytelegraph on 21 February 2019 entitled “Kangaroos coach says NRL bad 
boys should be stood down from playing”. 

Date:  20 February 2020 

Signed by Craig Osborne 
Lawyer for the applicant 
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