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Affidavit of: Bruce Lehrmann

Address:
Occupation: Law Student
Date: 28 August 2023

I Bruce Lehrmann, law student, of || NG = :

Background and career

1 | was bom on 14 June 1995 in Texas, USA.
2 My father passed away when | was 17 months old.
3. My mother, who was born in Australia, moved back to Moree in Northern NSW. There, as a

widow she raised both myself and my younger sister.

4, We grew up in Moree and stayed there until t | was in year 6 of Primary School. We then
moved to southeast QLD, where | attended years 6 and 7 of preparatory school and then
high school.
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On 13 July 2020, | commenced employment as Head of Regulatory Affairs with British
American Tobacco (BAT) in Sydney.

On the moming of 15 February 2021, | read the article entitled “Young staffer Brittany
Higgins says she was raped at Parliament House” by Samantha Maiden, published on the
website news.com.au.

At approximately 2pm on 15 February 2021, | had a meeting with Mr Joshua Fett, being my
supervisor at BAT, together with the Head of Human Resources (whose name | no longer
recall) and we had a conversation in words to the following effect:

Mr Fett: We have received an email from Rosie Lewis of The Australian identifying
you as the man the subject of media reports today about Ms Higgins. I will forward the email
to you, but | will show it to you now [Mr Fett then showed me the email from Ms Lewis]. Ms
Lewis has confirmed through government sources that you were the person subject of the
reports concerning Ms Higgins. In the circumstances, we will be suspending you pending an
intemal review. Are there any questions, or do you need any support?

Myself: What should | do now?
Mr Fett: It is probably best you find a criminal lawyer.

After the meeting referred to in the preceding paragraph, | went to my work desk, packed up
my briefcase and went home.

That afternoon, | spoke with Warrick (Rick) Korn, solicitor at Korn Tlais Defence Lawyers,
and arranged to attend his office. | thereafter attended Mr Korn'’s office, and we reviewed the
article by Ms Maiden referred to in paragraph 11 above, we also watched The Project
segment subject of these proceedings (The Project segment) via the Ten Play platform.
Whilst watching the segment, | wa- shaken and upset, and at times angry at false
assertions being made that were clearly about me. | felt overwhelmed that the allegations
were being publicly aired. It was clear to me that the allegations in The Project segment were
about me, and | was concerned that many people would be able to identify me from various
matters referred to in the segment, including the following refences:

(a) The location of the alleged sexual assault, being Parliament House;
(b) The references to Senator Reynolds and Ms Brown;

(c) The references to the alleged perpetrator as having worked as an advisor to Senator
Reynolds;

(d) The references to the alleged perpetrator as having worked as an advisor to Senator
Reynolds when she held her previous portfolio;
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bruce_lehrmann@p-p.com.au. That email address was my former work email address,
when | worked for Ogilvy Public Relations during 2019-20, and | therefore did not receive
that email.

It staggers me, in light of the grave allegations made about me in The Project segment, that
no proper or reasonable attempt was made to contact me so as to put to me the allegations
proposed to be published about me, and the allegations made against me were completely
one sided, and expressed as assertions of fact. Had The Project made a reasonable attempt
to contact me to put Ms Higgins’ allegations to me for my response, | would have told them
that the allegations were completely false, and grossly defamatory of me.

On the night of 15 February 2021, | had thoughts of suicide. The allegations made by The
Project were extremely serious and, as | would be easily identifiable as being the person
subject of the allegations, | felt that my reputation would be destroyed. After the meeting with
Mr Korn, | ended up at my then residence in Huntley’s Cove with a couple of friends, who
were concerned for my welfare. That night, | hardly slept. My mind was not in a good way
with continuing thoughts of suicide. The following morning, | continued to have suicidal
thoughts. | felt depressed and completely isolated from my friends and former colleagues. |
felt as though overnight | had lost my political and corporate networks and my career. | was
scared, upset and crying. | felt helpless and at a loss as to what to do as the Police had
never contacted me with any allegations.

That day, | was thinking about contacting the closest person to me, being my mother,
however decided against it as | did not know what to say to her. | felt lonely, isolated,
helpless and depressed.

On 16 February 2021, | was admitted to Royal North Shore (RNS) for psychiatric care. To
the best of my recollection, on the way to RNS, | received a missed call from my mother, and
whilst in the Emergency Room of RNS | telephoned my mother, and we had a conversation
in words to the following effect:

My mother: | have seen media reports, you worked for Linda, did you work with this
Brittany Higgins?

Myself: Yes, | did work for Senator Reynolds and worked with Ms Higgins for a

couple of weeks.

| was extremely upset at having to speak with my mother || EEEEEEGEGEGEGEGEGEGE
.|
I | 2s worried that the airing of the allegations could seriously impact
upon her health.
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Without telling me, my mother thereafter came to Sydney on 17 February 2021 to see me

whilst | was at RNS, [
| was discharged from RNS on 17 February 2021, | NN

|

| then went to my home in Huntley’s Cove with my mother and on 18 February 2021 | was
admitted to the Northside Clinic for a two-week psychiatric rehabilitation program. At some
stage during the period after publication of the Project segment, | took active steps to put my
affairs in order.

During my stay at the clinic, | checked my Hotmail email account inboxes and found the
email from Mr Liewellyn referred to in paragraph 15(a) above in the spam folder of the
account. It angered and hurt me that the First Respondent had never bothered to confirm
with me that | had received the email that they had sent.

| feltunder siege from the intense media scrutiny and the extensive and relentless media
coverage which took place after publication of The Project segment. Although | was not
named in The Project segment, in addition to being identified by friends and colleagues (see
below), | saw that | had also been publicly identified online as the person Ms Higgins was
referring to as having sexually assaulted her — for example, to the best of my recollection |

became aware | was identified by way of the following:

(a) True Crime Weekly article headed “UNMASKED FOR THE FIRST TIME AFTER TWO
YEARS! Meet the Liberal Party toff at the centre of alleged Parliament House “security
breach” which left young woman traumatised” published at the website
truecrimeweekly.com on 17 February 2021. That article referenced The Project segment
and named me as being the person who resigned over the “so-called ‘security breach”™
which left Ms Higgins traumatised.

(b) Kangaroo Court of Australia article headed “Scoft Morrison refused to deny the alleged
parliament house rapist is Bruce Lehmann who previously worked for Senator Linda
Reynolds” published at the website kangaroocourtofaustralia.com on 19 February 2021.

(c) Kangaroo Court of Australia article headed “Media release confirms Bruce Lehrmann,
the alleged parliament house rapist, worked for Senator Linda Reynolds” published at the

website kangaroocourtofaustralia.com on 23 February 2021.
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(d} Kangaroo Court of Australia article headed “Were young women sexually assaulted
when Bruce Lehrmann, the alleged parliament house rapist, was an official at the ANU
UN conference” published at the website kangaroocourtofaustralia.com on 27 February
2021;

| also recall that in the days after the Project segment was first published, and thereafter, |
was publicly named in numerous Tweets as being the person who was accused by Ms
Higgins of sexually assaulting her. However as at the time of swearing of this affidavit, |
cannot recall the senders of those Tweets.

In the days following publication of the Project segment, | received messages from friends

asking in words to the effect how | was, or seeking to talk to me, including:

(a) On 17 February 2021 at 5:51pm | received a Facebook message from Lewis Cullen, who

is my best friend from high school, which stated:
“Bro are you free for a call?”
“As your mate, | need to call you brother”

(b) On 17 February 2021 at 8:39pm | received a Facebook message from Tim Shaw, a
Canberra press gallery journalist which stated:

‘Hi Bruce. R U OK?”

(c) On 20 February 2021 at 4:39pm | received a Facebook message from Katie Pow, a
friend from University, which stated:

“...I hope you’re well! Just reaching out because saw some not nice things floating
around on Twitter.... Just thought I'd let you know | don’t believe anything floating around
there!”

(d) On 21 February 2021 at 4;39pm | received a further Facebook message from Mr Shaw

which stated as follows:
‘How are you doing?”

(e) On 27 February at 11:21pm | received a Facebook message from Sebastian Blackler, a
friend which stated:

‘Hey man, how’s things?!”
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On 22 February 2021, the majority of the members of a Facebook chat group of National
Party Members and staffers, of which | was also a member, left that group. The members
who left included Rowan Carter, Samuel Smeele, George Lemon, Andrew McIndoe, Chris
Hind, Brad Clarke, and Ben Damiano.

During my stay at the Northside Clinic, | was emotional, highly stressed and felt as if in a

state of shock. Much of my time there felt like an emotional blur.

I was discharged from Northside Clinic on 2 March 2021. At the time of my discharge, my

treating psychiatrist said to me words to the following effect:

“I will agree to discharge you so long as you have a psychologist care to go into when you
get back to Queensland’.

| then went with my mother back to my residence in Huntley’s Cove and then together with
my mother, after staying overnight with friends outside of Sydney, we then travelled north to
my mother's home in Southeast Queensland.

We arrived at my mother's home in early March 2021, where, subject to infrequent travel to
Sydney, | stayed until about November 2021. Whilst in Sydney, in early to mid-April 2021, |

received a call from my mother who said to me words to the following effect:

“The AFP have been to the house wanting to speak with you. They said they don’t want to
arrest you under any circumstances. They just want to have a chat about the allegations by
Ms Higgins”

On 19 April 2021, | voluntarily attended an interview with the AFP.
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On 18 June 2021, at the conclusion of my medical leave, BAT terminated my employment by
a video conference call with myself, Mr Fett, and Ms Irina Aristova.(During the videocall, Mr
Fett said to me words to the following effect:

“Given the nature of the allegations made against you, we do not consider you would be able
to continue to fulfil your role in Regulatory Affairs and as a lobbyist to government. We
therefore will be terminating your employment with us”

| took the referenced to “allegations” being made about me to include the allegations as
published by the Respondents in the Project segment (and other media that had published
the same allegations). It concerned and angered me greatly that BAT terminated my
employment. The job was both challenging, interesting and enjoyable, and | was well

renumerated.

I 't causes me immense continuing hurt and distress that, by reason of such
impact, | may thereby never work again in any of my chosen fields.

On 17 August 2021, the AFP laid a charge against me in the ACT Magistrates Court of one
count of engaging in sexual intercourse with Ms Higgins without her consent, and being

reckless as to whether she had consented (the Criminal proceedings).

Alsoon 17 August 2021, | was publicly identified by mainstream media outlets as the person

accused by Ms Higgins of sexually assaulting her.

In late 2021, | applied for unemployment benefits, and remain unemployed until early 2023
when | enrolled as a full time university student studying law.

The trial in the Criminal proceedings commended before McCallum CJ on 4 October 2022
and concluded on 19 October 2022, with the Jury thereafter retiring to consider its verdict.
On 27 October 2023 the trial was aborted because of Jury misconduct. On 2 December

2022 the Criminal proceedings were abandoned, and the charges against me dropped.

Imputations

41.

The imputations relied upon by me in the Ten proceedings are as follows:

(a) The Applicant raped Brittany Higgins in Defence Minister Linda Reynolds’ office in 2019;
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NOTICE OF FILING

Details of Filing

Document Lodged: Affidavit - Form 59 - Rule 29.02(1)

Court of Filing FEDERAL COURT OF AUSTRALIA (FCA)

Date of Lodgment: 28/07/2023 3:51:52 PM AEST

Date Accepted for Filing; 28/07/2023 3:51:59 PM AEST

File Number: NSD103/2023

File Title: BRUCE LEHRMANN v NETWORK TEN PTY LIMITED ACN 052 515 250
Registry: gEA\ifqggUTH WALES REGISTRY - FEDERAL COURT OF AUSTRALIA

. mefﬁy

Registrar
Important Information

This Notice has been inserted as the first page of the document which has been accepted for electronic filing, It is
now taken to be part of that document for the purposes of the proceeding in the Court and contains important
information for all parties to that proceeding. It must be included in the document served on each of those
parties.

The date of the filing of the document is determined pursuant to the Court’s Rules.





