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Notice of contention

No. QUD13 of 2023
Federal Court of Australia

District Registry: Queensland

Division: General

Gomeroi People (NC2011/006)
Applicant

Santos NSW Pty Ltd and Santos NSW (Narrabri Gas) Pty Ltd (formerly known as 
EnergyAustralia Narrabri Gas Pty Ltd) and another 
Respondents

To the Appellant

The Second Respondent contends that National Native Title Tribunal’s conclusion at [170]-[177] 

of its Reasons for Decision (that the Applicant registered on the Native Title Register is the 

Native Title Party for the purposes of the Right to Negotiate) should be affirmed on grounds 

other than those relied on by the Tribunal.  

The Second Respondent does not seek to cross-appeal from the decision.

Grounds relied on

The Tribunal’s conclusion at [170]-[177] of its Reasons for Decision is further supported by  

s 30(4)(c) of the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth), which provides as follows:

Other native title parties etc.
…

(4) If:
(a) an applicant (the old applicant) in relation to a claimant application is a

native title party; and
(b) the old applicant is replaced as the applicant in relation to the claimant

application by another applicant (the new applicant); and
(c) the new applicant becomes a registered native title claimant;
the new applicant also replaces the old applicant as the native title party.
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Date: 3 February 2023

Signed by 

Karen Smith, Crown Solicitor
Solicitor for the Second Respondent      

Signed in my capacity as a solicitor
employed in the office of the said

Karen Smith

-----------------------------------------


