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I Vasilios Kalantzis say on oath: 

1. I am the solicitor for the Respondent and have day to day carriage of this matter. 

2. I was first instructed in this matter on 29 July 2024 when the Respondent forwarded to me by 

email a copy of the letter from Blackbay Lawyers which was identified as a Concerns Notice 

(the Concerns Notice). 

3. Annexed hereto and marked “VK-1” is a copy of the Concerns Notice.  

4. Upon receipt of the Concerns Notice I telephoned the Respondent and sought further 

instructions. 

5. On 29 July 2024 the Respondent sent by email the following documents: 

(a) The email from Tess O’Loughlin to Rebekah Hart forwarded at 11:20 am on 22 July 

2024 being annexure “RLH-15” to the affidavit of Rebekah Lea Hart sworn on 28 

February 2025 in these proceedings. 

(b) The file note prepared by Rebekah Hart of her telephone call with Tess O’Loughlin to 

Rebekah Hart forwarded at 12:19 pm on 22 July 2024 being annexure “RLH-18” to 

the affidavit of Rebekah Lea Hart sworn on 28 February 2025 in these proceedings; 

and 

(c) The email from Rebekah Hart to Tess O’Loughlin forwarded at 12:41 pm on 22 July 

2024 being annexure “RLH-20” to the affidavit of Rebekah Lea Hart sworn on 28 

February 2025 in these proceedings; and 

6. Having read those emails, I understood that Ms Hart and the Respondent were awaiting any 

information from Ms Tess O’Loughlin which would substantiate the claim by the CLC that 

the Media Release issued by the Respondent on 21 July 2024 was “factually inaccurate” as to 

whether a motion had been moved at the 18 July meeting. 

7.  

. 

8. On 29 July 2024 the Respondent also forwarded by text message a copy of the document 

entitled “DRAFT RESOLUTIONS THURSDAY 18TH JULY 2024” being annexure “RLH-1” 

to the affidavit of Rebekah Lea Hart sworn on 28 February 2025 in these proceedings. 
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9. Over the next several days I had a number of telephone discussions with the Respondent 

seeking further instructions. 

10. I also sought contact details to speak with the Central Land Council (CLC) Chairman Mr 

Matthew Palmer (Mr Palmer). 

11. On 14 August 2024 I received an email from the Respondent providing a copy of a letter from 

the CLC to Mr Palmer dated 9 August 2024 with attachments. Annexed hereto and marked 

“VK-2” is a copy of that letter and the attachments thereto.  

12. On 15 August 2024 I received an email from the Respondent providing a copy of a letter dated 

9 August 2024 from the CLC to the Board of Directors of Ingkerreke Services Aboriginal 

Corporation concerning the conduct of their representative Mr Palmer. Among other 

documents the letter attached the “CLC Executive Committee Meeting Resolution No: 

EX2024.05.211” dated 7 August 2024. Annexed hereto and marked “VK-3” is a copy of that 

letter and the attachments thereto. 

13. The CLC Executive Committee Meeting Resolution No: EX2024.05.211 contained various 

unattributed assertions with respect to the events that occurred during the CLC Council 

meeting on 18 July 2024 at Watarrka, including assertions that no motion about the CEO was 

“put” or “moved” at the meeting. Those assertions appeared to me to be inconsistent with the 

account contained in Mr Palmer’s media release of 20 July 2024, as found in each of 

annexures “RLH-20”, “VK-2” and “VK-3”. 

14. I was of the view that it would be prudent to obtain further details of the events surrounding 

the CLC Council meeting on 18 July 2024. 

15. I understood from the documents provided that the CLC proposed to take action against Mr 

Palmer to remove him from his position as Chairman of the CLC, at a special Council meeting 

likely to take place on 28 August 2024.  

. 

16.  

 

. 

17.  

 

 

. 
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18.  

. 

19. On 2 September 2024 I had a telephone discussion with the Respondent wherein I provided 

certain advice. 

20. On 3 September 2024 I forwarded by email a letter to the Applicant’s legal representatives 

Blackbay Lawyers. Annexed hereto and marked “VK-5” is a copy of that letter and the email 

sending the letter.  

21. The email address I used was the email address after the signature block at the end of the 

Concerns Notice under the name Victoria-Jane Otavski. That email address read as follows: 

  

22. I did not receive any bounce back or non-delivery notification and assumed that the letter of 3 

September 2024 had been received by the Applicant’s legal representatives. 

23. I did not receive any response to my letter of 3 September 2024. 

24. On 6 September 2024 the Applicant filed the Statement of Claim commencing these 

proceedings. 

 

Sworn by Vasilios Kalantzis 
at Sydney  
in New South Wales 
on 21 March 2025 

 
Before me: 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 
 
 
Signature of deponent 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Signature of witness 
Name: Luca Italiano Circosta  
Qualification: Solicitor 
Address:  
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Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation 3 

were incorrect (Statement).  A copy of Ms O’Loughlin’s email is enclosed as Schedule C to this letter. 
A copy of the Statement is enclosed as Schedule D to this letter.  

Despite our client putting you on notice of the error in your Media Release, you have not retracted 
the false and defamatory allegations made by you about Mr Turner. 

Our client is extremely aggrieved by your publication of the Media Release and the false and 
defamatory allegations you have made about him. The harm and distress the Media Release has 
caused to our client cannot be overstated. 

In the circumstances, our client has a strong claim in defamation against you and would be entitled to 
a significant award of damages. As a general observation, you should be aware that from 1 July 2023, 
damages of up to $459,000 can be awarded in defamation proceedings for non-economic loss, with 
no evidence required of any specific financial loss. The Court may also award additional damages for 
aggravation, for example where there has been some improper, unjustifiable or bad faith conduct by 
the defendant. Both of these heads of damages are separate from and in addition to any special 
damages awarded for economic loss suffered by our client. There exists no limit or cap on the amount 
of aggravated damages that a Court can order to be paid by a defendant. 

Proposed Resolution 

Our client is committed to seeking vindication for the harm and damage caused to him by the Media 
Release. This can include the commencement of proceedings in defamation against you.  

To avoid the commencement of Court proceedings against you, our client is prepared to resolve his 
claims against you on the following terms:  

1. You immediately remove the Media Release from any location where it has been published;

2. You undertake not to re-publish in the future the Media Release, the Imputations of Concern,
or imputations of the same or similar effect;

3. Within 14 days of this letter, you publish on your website https://www.jacintaprice.com/ for
a period of no less than 14 days, the following Retraction and Apology:

Retraction and Apology to Lesley Turner 

On 21 July 2024, I published a Media Release which contained a number of false and 
defamatory allegations about Lesley Turner, the CEO of the Central Land Council. 

There was no basis for me to make those allegations. I retract the allegations and apologise 
to Mr Turner for the hurt and damage caused by my conduct. 

Jacinta Nampijinpa Price 
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SENATOR JACINTA NAMPIJINPA PRICE 
Shadow Minister for Indigenous Australians 

Senator for the Northern Territory 
  

21 July 2024 

CENTRAL LAND COUNCIL TAKES MATTERS INTO THEIR OWN HANDS 

A motion of no confidence was moved last week in relation to the CEO of the Central Land Council. 
The motion demonstrates yet again that the needs and concerns of Indigenous Australians are not a 
priority for the Albanese Government.  

In September last year, the Coalition moved a motion calling for an inquiry into the governance of the 
Land Councils, however the Albanese government refused to heed that call. Through last week’s vote, 
a majority of Central Land Council members showed their support for the dismissal of the CEO due to 
unprofessional conduct.   

Although unsuccessful, the motion was backed by the Central Land Council chair Matt Palmer, who 
said, “the voices of people in community have been ignored for too long and many in this community 
are being kept in poverty. Voices are ignored, people are left behind and the vision of the Central Land 
Council has been lost. There is majority support for change of direction and leadership in the Central 
Land Council, and it is time to get things done that matter for the people in the heartland and homelands 
of the Council.” 

“Hard questions need to be asked, like why there are Traditional Owners still living in tin sheds? And 
why are we still vulnerable while living on our homelands? Where have all the funds and resources 
gone that should be getting to our grass-roots, to make a difference for our mob?” asked Mr Palmer.  

“Following last week’s vote, will the Albanese government simply leave the Central Land Council 
members to fix this issue by themselves?” asked Senator Nampijinpa Price. “Will they simply label this 
an isolated issue and continue to pretend that issues like this are not also present in other aboriginal 
organisations?”  

Senator Nampijinpa Price said the Albanese government has presided over the ongoing failure of 
NAAJA, has ironically given boards with domestic violence offenders money to deliver domestic 
violence prevention services, and has overseen the inexplicable cessation of ABA grants for 
Homelands.  

“At the end of the day, it is the most marginalised Indigenous Australians who suffer when aboriginal 
organisations are not held to a proper standard. Minister Linda Burney needs to step up and actively 
ensure these organisations are being run to the highest standard possible; the same standard we would 
apply to any other organisation in Australia,” said Senator Nampijinpa Price.   

“If Minister Burney continues to let these organisations off the hook as she has done with other 
Indigenous-run organisations, she is simply revealing the racist low expectations she holds with respect 
to Indigenous Australians, and doing nothing to actually improve the lives of those people she claims 
to represent,” Senator Nampijinpa Price said.   
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Senator Nampijinpa Price said a review into the Land Rights Act must be conducted to ensure greater 
transparency and accountability. “For too long the status quo has overseen an  arrangement whereby 
traditional owners are land rich but dirt poor, and have little hope of being empowered to use the 
resources available to them to build their own economic independence.” 

[END] 

Media Contact: Rebekah Hart –  
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From: Tess O"Loughlin
To:
Subject: CLC statement
Attachments: CLC Statement 22072024.pdf

Hi Rebekah,

Thanks for your time on the phone just now. As mentioned, we are asking for the retraction of
Senator Price’s statement yesterday as it is factually incorrect. We have issued a statement of
our own this morning, stating that there was no motion to dismiss Central Land Council’s chief
executive Mr Lesley Turner at its full council meeting last week.

I have attached the statement for your reference.

Kind regards,
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Your Ref: BBL:939 

 
 
 
2 September 2024 
 
 
 
Ms Victoria-Jane Otavski  
Partner  
Blackbay Lawyers  
Level 30, 133 Castlereagh Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 
 
 
By email:     
 
 
Dear Victoria, 
 
 
Re:  Senator Jacinta Nampijinpa Price and Lesley Turner 
 
 
We act for Senator Jacinta Nampijinpa Price and refer to your letter to our client dated 29 July 2024 
(your letter). 
 
We note your client alleges that a media release our client published on 21 July 2024 (the Media 
Release) carried defamatory imputations of and concerning your client. 
 
The Media Release was created by reference to material provided to our client by the Chairman of 
the Central Land Council Mr Matthew Palmer which included a media release and draft resolution. 
 
We note that your client relies on a statement from the Central Land Council that the Media Release 
was “factually incorrect” in asserting that the Media Release was false. We have been provided 
with signed statements by persons in attendance at the meeting held on 18 July 2024 who attest 
to the fact that a motion to dismiss the Central Land Council’s chief executive was tabled. 

kalantzislawyers 
55 Stanley Street 

East Sydney NSW 2010 

PO Box 129 

Darlinghurst NSW 2010 
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It is not possible for our firm to advise our client properly about the claim in your letter that the 
Media Release was “factually incorrect” in these circumstances without a copy of the transcript and 
the minutes of the meeting.   
 
Accordingly, in order that we may properly advise our client in relation to your client’s claims and 
the requests made in your letter, we request that you provide a copy of any transcript or minutes of 
the Central Land Council meeting held on 18 July 2024. 
 
In the meantime, in the interests of resolving this matter and without any admissions our client will 
remove the Media Release from her website. 
 
We await your response. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
KALANTZIS Lawyers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BILL KALANTZIS 
Principal 
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