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I, Lauren Rae Gasparini, Senior Associate, of Level 4, 343 George St, Sydney NSW 2000 affirm: 

1. I am a Senior Associate at the firm Marque Lawyers, the solicitors for the Applicant in these 
proceedings.   

2. The material annexed to this affidavit was sourced on 2, 3 and 7 May 2024. 

Respondent’s evidence  

3. On 18 January 2024, I received an email from Mr Danny Eid, the Respondent’s solicitor at that 
time, attaching a copy of the Respondent’s sworn affidavit in these proceedings. 

4. At paragraph 20 of her affidavit, the Respondent swears the following: 

“Since Ms Faruqi became an Australian Senator I have been aware of her Twitter account and 
have followed her tweets.  As at September 2022 I was familiar with the sort of posts that Senator 
Faruqi often made.  I had observed that she often made offensive comments.”  

5. I am aware that the Applicant was sworn in as a Senator of the Australian Senate on 20 August 
2018 because she has affirmed this evidence at paragraph 17 of her affidavit affirmed on 3 October 
2023 in these proceedings. 
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Faruqi Twitter  

Migrant Muslim Mother Tweet 

6. On 20 August 2018, the Applicant published a tweet to her Twitter account (@MehreenFaruqi) 
(Faruqi Twitter) which states the following; “I’m a woman. I’m a migrant.  I’m muslim. I’m a mother.  
I’m Mehreen Faruqi. This is my story” (Migrant Muslim Mother Tweet).  Annexed to this affidavit 
at pages 16-17 and marked Annexure LG-1 is a screenshot of the Migrant Muslim Mother Tweet 
taken on 3 May 2024.  

7. On 3 May 2024, I conducted searches of the website known as the Wayback Machine which can 
be accessed via the following link; https://web.archive.org/.  The Wayback Machine is an internet 
archive, which archives web pages on certain dates.  The Wayback Machine stores that 
information and the information is accessible for public use.  

8. I conducted the following searches of the Faruqi Twitter using the Wayback Machine on 3 May 
2024.  

(a) A search of the Faruqi Twitter for the date 22 September 2018 (being the earliest archived 
date available on the Wayback Machine since the Migrant Muslim Mother Tweet was 
published), which shows that the Migrant Muslim Mother Tweet is ‘pinned’ to the Faruqi 
Twitter.  This means that any person who accesses the Faruqi Twitter will see the Migrant 
Muslim Mother Tweet as the first tweet on the Faruqi Twitter.  Annexed to this affidavit at 
pages 18-19 and marked Annexure LG-2 is a screenshot of this Wayback Machine search.  

(b) A search of the Faruqi Twitter for the date 9 September 2022 (being the date on which 
Senator Hanson published the tweet the subject of this proceeding), which shows that the 
Migrant Muslim Mother Tweet was still ‘pinned’ to the Faruqi Twitter on this date.  Annexed 
to this affidavit at pages 20-21 and marked Annexure LG-3 is a screenshot of this Wayback 
Machine search. 

Applicant’s tweets containing maiden speech 

9. On 20 August 2018, the Applicant was sworn in as a Senator.  On 21 August 2018, the Applicant 
delivered her maiden speech to the Australian Senate. 

10. On 21 August 2018 at 5:01pm, the Applicant tweeted parts of the text of her maiden speech to the 
Australian Senate to the Faruqi Twitter in a series of tweets.   

11. The Applicant posted the following tweets (among others): 

“Good Evening. Assalamoalikum”. 

“The reality is that my presence in the Senate is an affront for some. They are offended that 
people of colour, and Muslims, have the audacity to not only exist, but to open our mouths and 
join the public debate. Some politicians call us cockroaches”. 

“Some, if they had their way, would ban us from making Australia our home. So it is with great 
pride that I stand here before you unapologetically a brown, Muslim, migrant, feminist woman”. 

12. The tweets transcribed above are screenshotted and annexed to this affidavit at pages 22-23 and 
marked Annexure LG-4.  The tweets can also be viewed via this hyperlink; 
https://twitter.com/MehreenFaruqi/status/1031798316030341122. 
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Further tweets published by the Applicant  

13. On 12 September 2018 at 5:18pm, the Applicant posted a tweet tagging the Respondent’s Twitter 
account (@PaulineHansonOz).  The Applicant posted: 

“I’m curious. @PaulineHansonOz am I a good Muslim or a bad one? #auspol?” 

 A screenshot of this tweet is annexed at pages 24-25 of this affidavit and marked Annexure LG-5.  
This tweet can also be viewed via this hyperlink: 
https://twitter.com/MehreenFaruqi/status/1039775221492797440.  

14. Annexed to this affidavit at pages 26-48 and marked Annexure LG-6 are screenshots of further 
tweets published to the Faruqi Twitter on and from 20 August 2018 in which the Applicant refers to 
the fact that she is a Muslim.   

Tweets tagging the Applicant and Respondent and identifying the Applicant as a Muslim 

15. On 15 April 2019, the Applicant posted the tweet screenshotted at pages 49-50 of this affidavit and 
marked Annexure LG-7.  At 7:30pm, the Twitter account @Balmaincraig posted the following 
comment, tagging the Respondent’s Twitter account: 

“A Green Muslim ha ha and your (sic) telling aussies how to vote omg your in for a shock I hope 
@PaulineHansonOz & OneNationAus does great.” 

 Screenshots of the Applicant’s tweet and @Balmaincraig’s reply are annexed at pages 49-50 of 
this affidavit and marked Annexure LG-7.  The exchange can also be viewed via this hyperlink: 
https://twitter.com/Balmaincraig/status/1117721726450720768.  

16. On 20 October 2019, the Twitter account @ICPAFed posted a photograph on Twitter with the 
following caption tagging both the Applicant and the Respondent’s Twitter account “… We thank 
@PaulineHansonOz @DuniamJonathon @MehreenFaruqi for their support of this Rural Hardship 
Education Fund motion …” 

17. At 8:47pm on 21 October 2019, the Twitter account @gmacdaddy333 replied to this post with the 
comment: 

“Pauline Hanson working with a Muslim immigrant, her base must be shattered!” 

18. Screenshots of @ICPAFed’s tweet and @gmacdaddy333’s reply are annexed to this affidavit at 
pages 51-52 and marked Annexure LG-8.  The tweet and reply can also be viewed via this 
hyperlink: https://twitter.com/gmacdaddy333/status/1186217365479886850.  

Podcast interviews featuring the Respondent 

Paul Murray Live 

19. On 8 July 2020, the Respondent participated in a podcast episode of “Paul Murray Live” with Cory 
Bernardi and host, Paul Murray.  The podcast episode was published to the website entitled 
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‘omny.fm’ on 9 July 2020.  A link to the downloaded podcast episode is annexed to this affidavit at 
pages 53-54 and marked LG-9. 

20. At timestamp 1:06:11-1:07:07 of this podcast episode, Mr Bernardi states the following (emphasis 
added).  

“We’ve got our own version of that in the Parliament.  Mehreen Faruqi who came from the New 
South Wales Parliament, from Pakistani origins, Muslim woman who I don’t think has given a 
speech that doesn’t say about how racist Australia is, how terrible it is, how misogynistic it is, how 
Islamophobic it is, everything that’s wrong with it.  

Her son of course is employed by the ABC. You know, they’ve got good jobs, they’ve got high 
profiles. From a country that they clearly think so much is wrong with – and that’s just one of 
them. These Greens are infecting parliaments, councils, culture, schools right around the country. 
They are determined to dismantle what makes our country such a fantastic one.  They are the 
pillars of the West. The Greens don’t want that - they want to be in charge of global governance 
and they will do anything they can to bring us down.”  

21. During Mr Bernardi’s comments referred to in the preceding paragraph, the Respondent can be 
heard making a sound in response to the above comments made by Mr Bernardi (at timestamp 
1:06:42-1:06:43 of the podcast).   

22. The Respondent continues to participate in the podcast episode (including by recommencing 
speaking at timestamp 1:08:55) until Mr Murray states, “Pauline we’ll see you soon” (at timestamp 
1:09:15-1:09:16).  

23. Annexed at pages 55-56 of this affidavit and marked LG-10 are screenshots of the transcript from 
this podcast which are available on the Apple Podcast application, and which reflect the comments 
referred to at paragraph 20 above.    

Alan Jones podcast 

24. On 22 August 2022 (being 18 days before the Respondent published her tweet which is the subject 
of these proceedings), the Respondent participated in a podcast episode of ‘Alan Jones’ with 
Professor James Allan and host, Alan Jones.  The podcast episode was published to the Apple 
Podcast application and can be listened to via the following link; 
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/alan-jones/id1601157093?i=1000576993212 (which is also 
annexed to this affidavit at pages 57-58 and marked LG-11). 

25. At timestamp 28:31-28:51 of this podcast, Mr Jones states the following (emphasis added).   

“Before Pauline joins me, I noticed that the Labor Senator, Fatima Payman, part of a growing 
Muslim bloc in the Federal Parliament with Ed Husic and Ann Aly of Labor and Mehreen Faruqi of 
the Greens, Senator Payman was born in Kabul, and her family fled the Taliban for Pakistan 
when she was two.”  

26. At timestamp 31:01-31:35 of this podcast episode, Mr Jones and the Respondent have the 
following exchange.  

Alan Jones:   “I’ve always found Ed Husic a very common sense Australian in reaching 
out to this growing Muslim bloc in the parliament.  What would you say to 
the Pauline?” 
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The Respondent: “Don’t forget where you are. Don’t forget our values and the country that 
you have come to, you fled to… Don’t turn your back on the culture or 
who we are as a people, as a nation, and never forget where you come 
from, why you fled that nation, and to ensure that this country never turns 
into the place that you’ve fled.” 

27. Annexed at pages 59-61 of this affidavit and marked LG-12 are screenshots of the transcripts form 
this podcast which are available on the Apple Podcast application, and which reflect the statements 
referred to at paragraphs 25 to 26 above.    

Media identifying the Applicant as Muslim 

28. Annexed to this affidavit at pages 62-141 and marked Annexure LG-13 are examples of media 
articles, which were published between 15 August 2018 and 13 July 2022 and which clearly identify 
the Applicant as a Muslim.  The articles annexed to this affidavit (including at paragraphs 42, 53-54 
and 56 below) have been marked (in red line) to remove any references to matters which were 
before the Australian Parliament, including references to parliamentary speeches and photographs 
taken in Parliament.   

29. These media articles are annexed for the purpose of establishing that the fact of the Applicant 
being Australia's first female Muslim senator and/or the fact that she is a Muslim was widely 
reported by the media.  The articles are not adduced for any other purpose(s) including any 
purpose which is inconsistent with section 16(3) of the Parliamentary Privileges Act 1987 (Cth).   

(a) An article entitled ‘Australia senate appoints first Muslim woman amid race row’ which was 
published by BBC on 15 August 2018, and which can be accessed via the following link; 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-45191320.  

(b) An article entitled ‘Mehreen Faruqi to become first female Muslim senator amid Fraser 
Anning outrage’ which was published by The Guardian on 15 August 2018, and which can 
be accessed via the following link; https://www.theguardian.com/australia-
news/2018/aug/15/mehreen-faruqi-to-become-first-female-muslim-senator-amid-fraser-
anning-outrage.  

(c) An article written by the Applicant entitled, ‘I’m heading to the Senate and there’s not a damn 
thing Fraser Anning can do about it’ which was published by Junkee on 15 August 2018 and 
which states that the Applicant is “a Muslim migrant”.  This article can be accessed via the 
following link: https://junkee.com/mehreen-faruqi-fraser-anning/171636.  

(d) An article entitled ‘Incoming Senator Mehreen Faruqi ready to take on racism & Fraser 
Anning’ which was published by Women’s Agenda on 15 August 2018, and which identifies 
the Applicant as “the first Muslim woman elected to any Parliament in Australia”.  The article 
refers to former One Nation Senator, Fraser Anning.  This article can be accessed via the 
following link; https://womensagenda.com.au/latest/incoming-senator-mehreen-faruqi-ready-
to-take-on-racism-fraser-anning/.  

(e) An article entitled ‘Ready and raring to represent the community’ which was published by 
SBS Punjabi on 20 August 2018, and which identifies the Applicant as the “the first Muslim 
woman, as well as the first migrant from the Indian subcontinent to occupy a seat in the 
federal Parliament.”  This article can be accessed via the following link; 
https://www.sbs.com.au/language/punjabi/en/article/ready-and-raring-to-represent-the-
community/x0cuc8q4k. 
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(f) An article entitled ‘Australia’s first female Muslim senator sworn into parliament’ which was 
published by 9News on 20 August 2018 and in which the Applicant’s religion is explicitly 
referred to.  This article  can be accessed via the following link; 
https://www.9news.com.au/national/mehreen-faruqi-sworn-in-parliament/f0a0eac9-7ca5-
43bd-bce9-9071574e7d62. 

(g) An article entitled ‘Pak-Origin Mehreen Faruqi Becomes First Female Muslim Australian 
Senator’ which was published by NDTV World on 20 August 2018, and which can be 
accessed via the following link; https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/mehreen-faruqi-of-
pakistani-origin-becomes-first-female-muslim-australian-senator-1903145. 

(h) An article entitled ‘Mehreen Faruqi warns against ‘normalisation’ of racism in first Senate 
Speech’ which was published by The Guardian on 21 August 2018, and which identifies the 
Applicant as “Australia’s first female Muslim Senator”.  This article can be accessed via the 
following link; https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/aug/21/mehreen-faruqi-
warns-against-normalisation-of-racism-in-first-senate-speech. 

(i) An article entitled ‘Australia's first female Muslim senator Mehreen Faruqi calls out racism in 
maiden speech’ which was published by SBSNews on 21 August 2018 and which can be 
accessed via the following link; https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/australias-first-female-
muslim-senator-mehreen-faruqi-calls-out-racism-in-maiden-speech/iw66g6sl6. 

(j) An article entitled ‘’I’m, unapologetically, a brown, Muslim, migrant, feminist woman’: 
Mehreen Faruqi’s first speech’ which was published by Women’s Agenda on 21 August 
2018, and which identifies the Applicant as “Australia’s first female, Muslim Senator”.  This 
article can be accessed via the following link; https://womensagenda.com.au/latest/im-
unapologetically-a-brown-muslim-migrant-feminist-woman-senator-mehreen-faruqis-
blistering-first-speech/. 

(k) An article entitled ‘'Everyone who is not a straight, white man is targeted': Australia's first 
female Muslim senator claims new migrants aren't welcomed anymore and says minorities 
are trolled online’ which was published by Daily Mail Australia on 22 August 2018, and which 
can be accessed via the following link; https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-
6085035/Australias-Muslim-senator-Mehreen-Faruqi-says-people-affronted-shes-
parliament.html.    

(l) An article entitled ‘While All Eyes Were On Dutton, Our First Female Muslim Senator Gave A 
Powerful Maiden Speech’ which was published by Junkee on 22 August 2018 and which can 
be accessed via the following link; https://junkee.com/mehreen-faruqi-maiden-
address/172349. 

(m) An article entitled ‘Pauline Hanson to abstain from Senate vote condemning Fraser Anning’s 
Christchurch comments’ which was published by ABC News on 18 March 2019 and which 
identifies the Applicant as “Australia’s first Muslim senator”.  This article can be accessed via 
the following link; https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-03-18/hanson-anning-censure-vote-
hinch-faruqi-christchurch-attack/10910708.  

(n) An article entitled ‘Christchurch shooting: Australia’s moment of hate speech reckoning’ 
which was published by BBC on 21 March 2019 and which refers to the Applicant as “the 
nation’s first female Muslim senator”.  This article can be accessed via the following link; 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-47620391.  
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(o) An article entitled ‘‘If he has any dignity left, he should resign’’: Anning petition tops 1.3 
million’ which was published by SBS on 21 March 2019 and which refers to the Applicant as 
“Australia’s first female Muslim Senator”.  This article can be accessed via the following link; 
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/if-he-has-any-dignity-left-he-should-resign-anning-
petition-tops-1-3-million/0s3eip2xg.  

(p) An article entitled, ‘A sea of white faces in Australia’s party of multiculturalism’ which was 
published by The New York Times on 6 October 2021, and which identifies the Applicant as 
“Australia’s first female Muslim member of Parliament.” This article can be accessed via the 
following link; https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/06/world/australia/labor-party-diversity.html. 

(q) An article entitled ‘How online abuse in Australia is shutting down crucial debates and 
damaging democracy’ which was published by ABC News on 13 February 2022 and which 
identifies the Applicant as “Australia’s first female Muslim senator”.  This article can be 
accessed via the following link; https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-02-13/online-abuse-
australia-silencing-debate-damaging-democracy/100818564.  

(r) An article entitled “Racism Does Kill People”: Greens Senator Mehreen Faruqi on an Anti-
Racist Australia’ which was published by Sydney Criminal Lawyers on 31 March 2022 and 
which identifies the Applicant as “the first Muslim woman senator this country has ever 
seen.”  This article can be accessed via the following link; 
https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/racism-does-kill-people-greens-senator-
mehreen-faruqi-on-an-anti-racist-australia/.  

(s) An article entitled ‘Muslim senator to fight discrimination’ which was published by the Senior 
on 11 June 2022, and which identifies the Applicant as the “first Muslim Australian in the 
senior leadership position of a large political party.”  This article can be accessed via the 
following link; https://www.thesenior.com.au/story/7776091/muslim-senator-to-fight-
discrimination/.  

(t) An article entitled ‘’Outright racism’: Greens Senator blows the whistle on Parliament’ which 
was published by The Australian on 13 June 2022 and which identifies the Applicant as “the 
first Muslim Australian to take on a senior leadership position of a large political party in the 
country”.  This article can be accessed via the following link; 
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/breaking-news/outright-racism-greens-senator-blows-the-
whistle-on-parliament/news-story/86d6630f1c9810053ec487328257f37a. 

Videos uploaded by the Applicant which address the Respondent and refer to the fact that the 
Applicant is a Muslim 

Video published to the Applicant’s Facebook page on 15 September 2016 

30. On 15 September 2016 at 11:18am, the Applicant published a video entitled “Hey Senator Hanson, 
why so angry?...” to the Applicant’s public Facebook page (15 September 2016 Video), in which 
the Applicant addresses Senator Hanson directly and also identifies herself as a Muslim.  The 
Applicant states the following:  

“Assalamoalikum. Pauline Hanson wouldn’t want people like me here. My friends often 
tell me I tick so many minority boxes – woman, muslim, brown, immigrant.  Senator 
Hanson, so sorry you feel swamped by a vibrant, diverse and multicultural Australia, but 
for many of us it’s a beautiful, welcoming and fun place to be.  You see, hate is so boring.  
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So maybe you just need to let loose and have some multicultural fun.  How about some 
samosas and chai at my place?” 

Annexed to this affidavit at pages 142-143 and marked Annexure LG-14 is a document containing 
a link to the 15 September 2016 Video.  The 15 September 2016 Video can also be viewed via this 
hyperlink: https://www.facebook.com/mehreenfaruqi/videos/hey-senator-hanson-why-so-angry-
why-dont-you-come-on-over-for-some-chai-and-
samo/1106112819453831/?locale2=ms_MY&paipv=0&eav=Afb85QJwRl4K5-
kdZ3sKewdUTxqvqagQyRgGO-uW_K5ircyhKB3lUir8uy3v-uiQF-M&_rdr.  

31. As at the date of affirming this affidavit, I have observed that the 15 September 2016 Video has 
attracted over 2,000 ‘reactions’, 203 comments and has been viewed over 119,000 times.   

Video published to the Applicant’s YouTube account on 9 August 2017 

32. On 9 August 2017, the Applicant published a video entitled ‘Seriously Pauline?’ to her public 
YouTube account (‘Mehreen Faruqi’), in which the Applicant directly addresses the Respondent 
and refers to the fact that she is a Muslim (9 August 2017 Video).  A transcription of timestamp 
0:23-0:37 of the 9 August 2017 Video which I have prepared is below: 

“Ok ok enough. Seriously Senator Hanson, why don’t you lay off attacking us and actually come 
and meet a Muslim. My offer for samosa and chai is still open.”  

33. Annexed to this affidavit at pages 144-145 and marked Annexure LG-15 is a screenshot of the 
Applicant’s video posted to YouTube and a link to a video extract of the 9 August 2017 Video.   

Media referring to the Applicant and the Respondent and identifying the Applicant as a Muslim 

News.com.au article – 27 July 2015 

34. Annexed to this affidavit at pages 146-150 and marked Annexure LG-16 is an article entitled, 
“Greens NSW MP Dr Mehreen Faruqi hits back after receiving racist tweet”, written by Rebecca 
Sullivan and published by news.com.au on 27 July 2015.  The article can be viewed via this 
hyperlink; https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/real-life/news-life/greens-nsw-mp-dr-mehreen-faruqi-
hits-back-after-receiving-racist-tweet/news-story/7b4d9ef506a4b4207c66a5bdf50ff96e.  

35. I have read this article and observed that the article identifies the Applicant as a Muslim in a 
number of places, including the by-line which reads, “MEHREEN Faruqi, Australia’s first female 
Muslim MP, says the Reclaim Australia movement has legitimised “blatant, ugly” racism in 
Australia”.  I have also observed that the article refers to the Reclaim Australia rally (which the 
Respondent attended) and that the article refers to the Respondent directly by name.  The article 
states, “Federal government MP George Christensen and former One Nation leader Pauline 
Hanson were among Reclaim Australia’s speakers at the rallies.” 

Guardian opinion piece – 6 July 2016 

36. Annexed to this affidavit at pages 151-154 and marked Annexure LG-17 is an opinion piece 
written by the Applicant entitled, “The Pauline Hanson resurgence: as a Muslim, I’m surprised it 
took so long”.   

37. The Applicant’s opinion piece was published in The Guardian on 6 July 2016.  It can be viewed via 
this hyperlink; https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jul/06/the-pauline-hanson-
resurgence-as-a-muslim-im-surprised-it-took-so-long.  
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38. I have read this article and have observed that: 

(a) the Respondent is identified three times in this article; 

(b) Pauline Hanson’s One Nation is referred to directly in the article; 

(c) the article’s headline expressly states that the Applicant is a Muslim; 

(d) in the body of the article, the Applicant refers to Muslims as a group and uses the word “we” 
to indicate that she is a Muslim (“As around half a million Muslims across Australia celebrate 
Eid-ul-Fitr to mark the end of Ramadan, we are confronted with the reality that the first ever 
explicitly anti-Muslim party MPs are set to be elected to federal parliament”); 

(e) the Applicant states, “as an Australian Muslim, I am surprised it took this long for 
Islamophobic groups to cross into the mainstream”; and 

(f) the Applicant states, “over the last three years I have been in NSW Parliament as the sole 
Muslim woman MP…”. 

ABC article – 15 March 2019 

39. Annexed to this affidavit at pages 155-159 and marked Annexure LG-18 is an article entitled, 
“Christchurch mosque shooting prompts large vigil at Lakemba Mosque”, published by the ABC on 
15 March 2019.  The article can be viewed at this hyperlink; https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-03-
15/christchurch-shooting-prompts-warning-to-aus-muslim-communities/10905986. 

40. I have read this article and have observed that the Respondent is identified by name in the same 
paragraph as the identification of the Applicant as “Australia’s first female Muslim Senator.”  The 
article states, “Australia's first female Muslim senator, Mehreen Faruqi, condemned anti-Islam 
sentiment in Australia, particularly "far-right [politicians] like Pauline Hanson and Fraser Anning". 

Women’s Agenda article – 17 March 2019 

41. Annexed to this affidavit at pages 160-162 and marked Annexure LG-19 is an article entitled, 
“There’s a lot of reflection to be done’: Mehreen Faruqi calls on politicians to end war of division” 
written by Tarla Lambert and published by Women’s Agenda on 17 March 2019.  The article can be 
viewed at this hyperlink; https://womensagenda.com.au/politics/theres-a-lot-of-reflection-to-be-
done-mehreen-faruqi-calls-on-politicians-to-end-war-of-division/. 

42. I have read this article and have observed that it refers to the Applicant as “Australia’s first ever, 
and currently only Muslim Senator” and also refers to the Respondent by name.  The article states, 
“And when I talk about politicians, I have to say I’m not only talking about the usual suspects like 
One Nation’s Pauline Hanson, or Fraser Anning … I am talking about other politicians as well who 
have been dog whistling and who have been race-painting for years.” 

ABC article – 18 March 2019 

43. Annexed to this affidavit at pages 163-166 and marked Annexure LG-20 is an article entitled, 
“Pauline Hanson to abstain from Senate vote condemning Fraser Anning’s Christchurch 
comments”, written by Eliza Laschon and published by ABC on 18 March 2019.  The article can be 
viewed at this hyperlink; https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-03-18/hanson-anning-censure-vote-
hinch-faruqi-christchurch-attack/10910708.  
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44. I have read this article and have observed that the Respondent is identified four times in this article, 
which also expressly refers to the Applicant as “Australia’s first Muslim Senator”. 

Twitter comments tagging @PaulineHansonOz and referring to the Applicant as Muslim 

Thread published on 2 December 2019 

45. Annexed at pages 167-169 of this affidavit and marked Annexure LG-21 is a screenshot of a 
thread on Twitter posted on 2 December 2019.  The thread can be accessed via this hyperlink; 
https://twitter.com/nonbelievers/status/1202512801899540490.  

46. I have observed this Twitter thread and have seen that the Respondent’s twitter account 
@PaulineHansonOz has been tagged by the Twitter user @nonbelievers.  At 7:59pm, 
@nonbelievers referred to the fact that the Applicant is a Muslim and posted, “It would be as big a 
joke as Mehreen being a “muslim feminist”. 

47. I have also observed that earlier in the thread, @nonbelievers posted, “Let’s realise one thing that 
with these two @mehreenfaruqi @oz_f here in Australia, Pakistan’s deep state, ISI and the muslim 
brotherhood have successfully made themselves mainstream”. 

Thread published on 28 April 2020  

48. Annexed at pages 170-175 of this affidavit and marked Annexure LG-22 is a copy of a thread on 
Twitter posted on 28 April 2020.  The thread can be accessed via the following link;  
https://twitter.com/westonnights/status/1259638794694782976.  

49. I have observed this Twitter thread and have seen that the Respondent’s Twitter account 
@PaulineHansonOz has been tagged by the Twitter user @Virgini86646075.  

50. At 10:17am on 11 May 2020, the Twitter user @westonnights commented the following “Funny 
how the Anti Australian big mouthed unelected Green Faruqi & her fellow loud mouthed Muslim 
Abdel Magied are silent on this issue.  Bloody hypocrites & don’t tell me they don’t know all about 
this child sex abuse.”  

The Respondent’s Facebook post – 16 July 2017 

51. Annexed to this affidavit at pages 176-177 and marked Annexure LG-23 is a screenshot of a post 
uploaded to the Respondent’s Facebook account, “Pauline Hanson’s Please Explain” (Hanson 
Facebook) on 16 July 2017.  The Respondent uploaded a photograph of Sami Shah’s book, “The 
Islamic Republic of Australia, Muslims down under, from halal to hijabs and everything in between” 
with the caption, “How do you feel about Dymocks book range? #auspol #OneNation 
#PaulineHanson #Dymocks #Sale #Islam.  This post can be viewed via this hyperlink: 
https://www.facebook.com/PaulineHansonAu/photos/a.127409370796717/644903645713951/?typ
e=3&ref=embed_post.  

52. On 17 July 2017, Huffpost published an article written by Josh Butler in relation to the 
Respondent’s Facebook post described in the preceding paragraph which can be viewed via this 
hyperlink: https://www.huffpost.com/archive/au/entry/comedian-responds-to-racist-abuse-after-
pauline-hanson-criticise_au_5cd35f8fe4b0acea94ffabd6.  This article clearly identifies the author, 
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Sami Shah, as Pakistani.  A copy of this article is annexed at pages 178-187 of this affidavit and 
marked Annexure LG-24. 

53. Screenshots of comments on the Respondent’s Facebook post which make clear that the author of 
the book is from Pakistan post are annexed at pages 188-189 of this affidavit and marked 
Annexure LG-25. 

Reporting of the Applicant’s public profile as a Muslim  

54. Annexed at pages 190-230 of this affidavit and marked Annexure LG-26 is a collection of 
examples of media reporting during the period between the Applicant being sworn in as Senator on 
20 August 2018 and the Respondent’s tweet on 9 September 2022 which demonstrate public 
reporting of the Applicant being a Muslim woman. 

55. Those articles can be accessed via the following hyperlinks:  

(a) 7 February 2019, The Guardian, “The abuse and hate I get when I speak out hurts = but 
shutting up isn’t an option”, written by the Applicant: 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/feb/08/the-abuse-and-hate-i-get-when-i-
speak-out-hurts-but-shutting-up-isnt-an-option.  

(b) 25 March 2019, BuzzFeed, “Here’s how Muslim women in Australia have been targeted by 
the far right”: https://www.buzzfeed.com/ginarushton/australia-far-right-nationalism-racism-
sexism. 

(c) 12 June 2020, The Big Smoke, “Vilification nation? Senator Mehreen Faruqi on racism in our 
society”: https://thebigsmoke.com.au/2020/06/12/vilification-nation-senator-mehreen-faruqi-
on-racism-in-our-society/. 

(d) 22 March 2021, ABC, “’Hold the line’: Women of colour on the fight for gender equality”: 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-03-23/women-of-colour-on-the-fight-for-gender-
equality/100021506. 

(e) 24 April 2021, the Guardian, “Recipes for Ramadan:  Mehreen Faruqi’s nostalgic pakoras”: 
https://www.theguardian.com/food/2021/apr/24/recipes-for-ramadan-mehreen-faruqis-
nostalgic-pakoras?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other.  

(f) 13 July 2021, The Monthly, “Pushback”, written by the Applicant: 
https://www.themonthly.com.au/blog/mehreen-faruqi/2021/13/2021/1626137759/pushback. 

(g) 11 June 2022, SBS, “New Australian Greens deputy leader Mehreen Faruqi vows to fight 
racism, Islamophobia”: https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/new-australian-greens-deputy-
leader-mehreen-faruqi-vows-to-fight-racism-islamophobia/eaehpxlfp. 

Too Muslim, Too Migrant, Too Loud 

56. The Applicant’s Memoir, Too Muslim, Too Migrant, Too Loud, was published on 2 July 2021.  The 
fact that the Applicant is a Muslim is referred to directly in the title of the Applicant’s book. 

57. The Applicant engaged in media interviews in relation to the release of her memoir.  For example, 
on 25 June 2021, Benjamin Law wrote an article published in the Sydney Morning Herald entitled, 
“Greens Senator Mehreen Faruqi: ‘Since moving here I’ve started swearing a lot”, which references 
the Applicant’s “upcoming memoir … Too Migrant, Too Muslim, Too Loud”.  A copy of that article is 
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annexed to this affidavit at pages 231-235 and marked Annexure LG-27.  It can also be viewed 
via this hyperlink; https://www.smh.com.au/national/greens-senator-mehreen-faruqi-since-moving-
here-i-ve-started-swearing-a-lot-20210514-p57s2d.html. 

58. Annexed to this affidavit at pages 236-241 and marked Annexure LG-28 is an article published by 
The Guardian on 30 June 2021, also publicising the upcoming release of the Applicant’s memoir.  
This article can be accessed via this hyperlink;  
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2021/jun/30/for-eight-years-ive-served-australia-the-racist-
hate-and-disgusting-abuse-still-crushes-me.  The article is an extract from the Applicant’s memoir 
and identifies the fact that the Applicant is a Muslim multiple times including in the following 
statement: 

“I am a migrant. I am a Muslim. I am a woman. I am an engineer. I am here to stay”. 

59. The Applicant’s memoir is also referenced by its title in other online media articles, including for 
example, an article written by the Applicant and published by the Women’s Agenda entitled, 
“Diversity brings much-needed lived experience into politics: Senator Mehreen Faruqi” which was 
published on 13 September 2021.  This article can be accessed via this 
hyperlink:;https://womensagenda.com.au/latest/diversity-brings-much-needed-lived-experience-
into-politics-senator-mehreen-faruqi/. 

Comments on the Respondent’s Facebook page  

60. On 14 August 2017 at 3:36pm, Senator Hanson uploaded a video to the Hanson Facebook 
accompanied by a post which said the following.   

“Today I asked the Government what guarantees they could give the Australian people that the 
definition of marriage would not be altered by future Governments to include polygamy and child 
marriages without a referendum. 

The Government could give you NO guarantees! 

The former president of the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils, Keysar Trad, has recently 
called for Muslims to campaign for multiple marriage equality. 

As long as there is no definition of marriage enshrined in the Australian Constitution there is 
nothing to stop future governments pandering to minorities and helping Keysar Trad's dream 
become a reality! 

#PaulineHanson #OneNation #KeysarTrad #GeorgeBrandis #Polygamy #ChildBrides #ChildMarri
ges #Referendum.”  

This Facebook post can be accessed via the following link; 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=656846041186378&ref=sharing.  Annexed to this affidavit at 
pages 242-243 and marked LG-29 is a screenshot of this post.  

61. A Facebook user, Alex Malmstrom, subsequently published a comment responding to the post 
referred to in the preceding paragraph which said (among other things):   

“Muslims cannot be elected to Govern Australians  
Section 44 of the Australian Constitution may prevent Muslims from taking political office – on a 
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matter of allegiance,  
Greens Muslim candidate Mehreen Faruqi. Picture: Nikki Short Source: The Australian”.  

  Annexed to this affidavit at pages 244-245 and marked LG-30 is a screenshot of this comment.  

62. On 23 August 2018, Senator Hanson uploaded a photo to the Hanson Facebook, accompanied by 
text which states (among other things) “REMINDER – Do everyone a favour and share this friendly 
reminder.”  This Facebook post can be accessed via the following link; 
https://www.facebook.com/PaulineHansonAu/posts/pfbid02rGcXkwhtih7xJi9C36DMyxwMncWSan4
jBNcw69NUevqiaqWnfuq8TguxY4qvQPnHl.  

63. A Facebook user, Greg Conly, subsequently published a comment in response to the post referred 
to in the preceding paragraph which said (among other things).  

“LNP have shot themselves in the foot.. BUT Please Explain Pauline Hanson’s Please Explain 
how a muslim Mehreen Faruqi has made it into the senate when section 44 states it cannot 
happen..” 

 Annexed to this affidavit at pages 246-248 and marked LG-31 is a screenshot of the post referred 
to in paragraph 62 above, followed by Greg Conly’s comment.  

 

Affirmed by the deponent 
at Sydney 
in New South Wales  
on 8 May 2024 
Before me: 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 

Signature of deponent 

 
 
 

  

Signature of witness 
Andrea-Marie Farrugia 
Solicitor 
Marque Lawyers 
Level 4, 343 George Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 
 
 
This affidavit was affirmed and witnessed via audio visual link in accordance with Part 2B of the 
Electronic Transactions Act 2000 (NSW). 
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