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Affidavit

No. NSD103 of 2023
Federal Court of Australia 

District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General

BRUCE LEHRMANN
Applicant

NETWORK TEN PTY LIMITED (ACN 052 515 250) and another 
Respondents

Affidavit of: 
Address: 
Occupation 
Date:

Taylor Auerbach
c/- Giles George, Level 7, 135 King Street, Sydney NSW 2000 

Producer and journalist 

30 March 2024

I, Taylor Auerbach, d- Giles George, Level 7, 135 King Street, Sydney, Producer, say on oath:

1.

2.

The matters set out in this affidavit are based on my own knowledge, except where I have 

stated or qualified otherwise. Where I have set out my recollection of conversations in this 

affidavit I have included the effect of the words spoken as I recall them.

Where I refer to a document in this affidavit, that document was produced to me at the time 

of swearing this affidavit and verified by me as a true copy of the relevant document.

Background

3. I was employed by Seven Network (Operations) Limited (Seven) pursuant to an 

Employment Agreement for a 2-year term from 30 August 2021. During this time I was a 

Senior Producer on the program Spotlight. Prior to this I held other roles at Seven over 

several years.

Filed on behalf of (name & role of party) Taylor Auberach 
Prepared by (name of person/lawyer) Rebekah Giles
Law firm (if applicable) Giles George_______________
Tel 1300 163 662
Email rebekah.giles@gilesgeorge.com.au
Address for service
(include state and postcode)
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4. I worked as a Senior Producer on Trial and Error episodes on Spotlight featuring the

applicant in these proceedings, Mr Lehrmann with Mark Llewellyn as Executive Producer 

and from 31 January with Steve Jackson as Supervising Producer.

5. My employment at Seven ceased as a resUliof the expiration of my Employment Agreement

on 20 August 2023. I made claim against Seven for psychological injury in which I settled 

on confidential terms.

I was thereafter employed as an Investigations Producer on Sky News Australia before my 

employment was terminated on 22 March 2024.

Recent media reports

At around 6pm on 21 March 2024, Samantha Maiden published an article titled ‘Seven 

credit card used to book $1000 Thai masseuse for Bruce Lehrmann’ on news.com.au 

which is online at the following URL - https://www.news.com.au/national/seven-credit- 

card-used-to-book-1000-thaimasseuse-for-bruce-lehrmann/news- 

storv/309abe1125bb658d854675a7702a995d?amp

(Samantha Maiden Article).

Annexed hereto and marked Annexure A is a copy of the Samantha Maiden Article.

I am now aware that on or around 21 March 2024, Mr Lehrmann provided a press 

statement to The Australian (and other media outlets) in response to the Samantha 

Maiden Article. In his press statement, Mr Lehrmann said words to the following effect:

The story is untrue and rather bizarre, Lehrmann was in Sydney, however was meeting 

with senior network 7 bosses about the potential for a Spotlight story. The network met 

with Mr Lehrmann in the city and accommodated him in the city. He flew back to Tasmania 

where he was residing at the time the following morning. Disgruntled ex Spotlight Producer 

Taylor Auerbach was present for the Sydney meeting as he was also present for the 

criminal trial.

(the Press Statement)

Annexed hereto and marked Annexure B is a copy of the Press Statement.

The Press Statement was provided to The Australian and was quoted in an article 

published by The Australian on 21 March 2024 titled “Channel 7 employee alleged to have 

bought Bruce Lehrmann Thai Massage" (The Australian Article). Mr Lehrmann was 

quoted in The Australian Article as having said: “It’s an untrue and bizarre story from a 

disgruntled ex-Network Seven producer1' and “Network Seven have only ever covered 

reasonable travel for filming and accommodation." The Australian Article is available at 

the followina URL: http://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/channel-7-emDlovee-alle
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to-have-bought-bruce-lehrmann-thai-massaae/news-

Storv/50bc7026b881ab4bf26aaf9cfe3c1fb4 and is annexed to this affidavit and marked

Annexure C.

 

 

11. On 22 March 2024 my employment with Sky News Australia was terminated as a result of

these and other media reports.

12. On 26 March 2024 I contacted Sue Chrysanthou SC to seek advice in relation to

defamation. Annexed to this affidavit and marked Annexure D is a copy of the text 

message. She referred me to Giles George. I spoke to Ms Giles of Giles George late on 

26 March 2024 and engaged her to advise me on defamation and a contractual dispute 

with Seven.

13. On 27 March 2024 my lawyers issued concerns notices under the Defamation Act 2004

(NSW) to the applicant and Seven of my behalf.

Location of documents

In the course of obtaining legal advice, in respect of which I do not waive privilege, my 
lawyers asked me to search my records for any relevant communication or documentation

in relation to the applicant.

As part of that process, I searched and located documents that were on my iCIoud storage. 

Exhibited before me at the time of swearing this affidavit is a confidential exhibit TA-1 

containing documents I obtained in 2022 and 2023 in the course of, and for the purpose 

of, Mr Lehrmann's participation in the Spotlight program (Confidential Exhibit). They are:

(a) The AFP Statement of Facts. This was provided to me by the applicant by AirDrop or 

WhatsApp at a meeting at Mark Llewellyn's house in Bronte on 3 December 2022;

(b) Cellebrite extraction report of texts between Brittany Higgins and Ben Dillaway. This 

was provided to me on or about 18 December 2022 in Bridport, Tasmania during a 

golf trip paid for by Seven I arranged with the applicant, Mark Llewellyn and John

MacGowan;

(c) Photographs of a document on a laptop being screenshots of text messages between 

Peter Fitzsimmons and Brittany Higgins. 

 Mark Llewellyn’s image which is reflected from the laptop screen is 

visible on the photographs. 
[Subject to s 136 
limitation]

smeixner
Highlight
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 Mr Llewellyn then sent the photographs to 

me by WhatsApp in late May or early June 2023 which I saved. I no longer have a 

copy of the WhatsApp messages.

16. The applicant provided me with other documents and information via my Seven email

address to which I no longer have access to. For example, I recall that the applicant 

emailed me a detailed chronology, including links to the primary materials, to my Seven 

email address in late April or early May 2023 when I was still located at Seven’s offices in 

Martin Place, Sydney.

17. I have also located a number of photographs or text messages relating to receipts of

purchases incurred by me, and/or Seven directly, for the benefit of the applicant that also 

form part of the Confidential Exhibit. They are:

(a) Receipt for a meal at the Chophouse Restaurant, Sydney with the applicant, John 

Macgowan, Mark Llewellyn and Steve Jackson on 31 January 2023 - $555.04;

(b) Round of golf at Barnbougle, Tasmania and related equipment on Dec 18, 2022 - 

$401.83;

(c) Text message from applicant to me on 28 November 2022 regarding the cost of flights 

for a court appearance approved by Mark Llewellyn;

(d) Text message from the applicant to me on 13 March regarding accommodation in 

Randwick and seeking an extension of the rental period with Mark Llewellyn’s

permission;

(e) Text message from the applicant to me and John MacGowan on 3 January 2023 

requesting accommodation with a Jacuzzi;

(f) Text message from Bruce Lehrmann on 19 March 2023 asking for another extension 

of the rental period for the Randwick accommodation with Mark Llewellyn’s

permission;

(g) Receipt for Randwick accommodation for the applicant covering period of 17 March 

17 to 24 March 2023 - $3,622.50;

(h) Receipt for Randwick accommodation for the applicant covering period of 3 March to 

17 March 2023 - $8,115.80;

(j) Receipt for a meal at Franca restaurant, Potts Point for meal with the applicant on 5 

January 5 2023 - $517.97;

G) Receipts and approval for a meal at the Spice Temple, Sydney with the applicant and 

John Macgowan on 6 January 2023 - $450.45, \h
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(k) Receipt for a meal at the Bridport Hotel, Tasmania with the applicant, John Macgowan 

and Mark Llewellyn on 18 December 2022 - $259.00;

(l) Photograph of an email from Seven’s corporate travel company, Stage and Screen, 

regarding the applicant’s and John MacGowan’s flights from Sydney to Hobart on 9 

January 2023;

(m) Receipt for Sensai Thai Massage on 26 November 2022 with the applicant and John 

MacGowan - approximately $10,315; and

(n) Taxi for the applicant from Franca to Meriton Sydney for an after-dinner meeting on 5 

January 2023.

 

 

 

18. I had deleted most of the material in my possession concerning the applicant prior to

leaving Seven at the request of Mr Llewellyn and Seven’s lawyers. The only material that 

has remained in my possession have been photographs on my phone or documents that 

had been saved to my iCIoud. To my knowledge, I have not disclosed the documents in 

the Confidential Exhibit to any person since leaving Seven in 2023.

19. In the days prior to the episode going to air in June 2023 I was in Mark Llewellyn’s office

at Seven in Eveleigh. He said to me “I’ve just gotten off the phone to lawyers. I’ve decided 

to wipe all contact that I’ve had with Bruce and documents he gave me. I cannot tell you 

to do the same but it might be a good idea.’’ I followed this direction and immediately 

proceeded to delete any communications in relation to the applicant I could see on my

phone.

20. In the days after the episode went to air, I received a phone call from Richard Keegan at

Addisons. He was our regular external lawyer. He said to me: “I’ve heard that Ten and 

Lisa are not very happy about the broadcast and might come after us. It might be a good 

idea to have a look at everything, especially the raw interview tapes." I understood that 

this meant that I should delete any materials that could be damaging for Seven. I followed 

this direction and permanently deleted anything that I could find on my computer and

phone at the time.

21. lam aware from coverage of these proceedings that a subpoena had been issued to

Seven by Network Ten. I am not aware of the terms of that subpoena nor was I ever

consulted or involved in Seven's response to that subpoena. ^
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22. Having reviewed these materials, I believe that the documents in the Confidential Exhibit

are potentially relevant to issues currently before the Court in these proceedings.

23. I have prepared this affidavit at the request of Network Ten for use only in these

proceedings and only to the extent the Court considers this evidence relevant.

Signature of witness 
Henry Eric Michael Thorrington
Barrister and Solicitor of the High Court of New Zealand



3/30/24, 8:02 AM in masseuse bombshell

National

Seven credit card used to book $1000 Thai 
masseuse for Bruce Lehrmann
A Network Seven credit card was used to book a $1000 Thai masseuse for Bruce 

Lehrmann, before staff tried to reverse the charges.

Samantha Maiden

^ @samanthamaiden Q 5 min read March 21,2024 - 10:51AM

This and the following 13 pages is 
annexure A referred to in the affidavit 
of Taylor Auerbach sworn on 30 March 
2024 before me Henry Eric Michael Thorrington

An audio recording of Bruce Lehrmann talking to a security guard as he enters Parliament House which 

has been released by the Federal Court.

EXCLUSIVE

It was the bombshell interview with Bruce Lehrmann that promised viewers “nothing 
was off limits” but it has now emerged the broadcaster left out the night when a 
Network Seven credit card was used to book the former Liberal staffer a $1000 Thai

masseuse.

https://www.news.com.au/national/seven-credit-card-used-to-book-1000-thai-masseuse-for-bruce-lehrmann/news-story/309abe1125bb658d854...



Lehrmann, Seven in masseuse bombshell
A Spotlight credit card was used by an employee, who has since left Network Seven, 
to book a masseuse for Mr Lehrmann in November, 2022. The credit charge was 
without the knowledge or consent of executive producer Mark Llewellyn.

Advertisement

3/30/24, 8:02 AM

The incident prompted attempts by the Spotlight team to reverse the transaction when 
the employee owned up to using the credit card to pay for the masseuse.

Spotlight producer Steve Jackson, who was not present on the night and did not 
authorise or have any knowledge of the use of the credit card, then suggested the 
employee ask the Thai masseuse to reverse the transactions the next day and “pay 
cash instead” to remove the transaction from the credit card in keeping with the
network’s expense policies.

Mr Jackson, who has recently been appointed as the NSW Police commissioner 
Karen Webb’s new spin doctor, suggested to the employee at the time the masseuse 
be paid “a bonus” of $250 to facilitate the different payment method.

During the text exchange, Mr Jackson provided the Seven employee with a Google 
translation of how to tell the worker in Thai: “I pay you cash instead.”

News.com.au understands Seven has already dealt with the incident.

Mr Lehrmann has told The Australian newspaper that he was in Sydney and did meet 
with Seven producers on the night in question, but insisted any suggestion be got a
massage was “untrue.”

Advertisement

2^Ps.//www.news.com.au/national/seven-credit-card-used-to-book-1000-thai-masseuse-for-bruce-lehrmann/news-story/309abe1125bb658d854...
2/28



3/30/24, 8:02 AM Lehrmann, Seven in masseuse bombshell

“It’s an untrue and bizarre story from a disgruntled ex-Network Seven producer,” he 
said. “Network Seven have only ever covered reasonable travel for filming and
accommodation.”

In November, 2022, Seven became aware that a Spotlight program employee had 
used a Seven credit card to purchase personal services, without the knowledge of 
anyone else at the Network.

When informed about this, Seven insisted that the employee pay for the services 
themselves and repay the credit card in line with the Seven Network’s expenses 
policy.

The producer was counselled and provided with a written warning. It is understood 
that Seven considers the matter has been dealt with appropriately.
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3/30/24, 8:02 AM

Lehrmann, Seven in masseuse bombshell

There's an anz bank a
block awav

Don't get the money out
until you arrange the 
deal first??

| Hopefully they'll let me 
just wallet pay with my 
card

Ahhh true

Any luck?

Offer to pay a bonus for 
helping you?

The text messages between Seven employees discussing the charges. Picture: news.com.au

://www. 4
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3/30/24. 8 02 AM Lchrmann. Seven in masseuse bombshell

can you please cancel 
credit card charges from 
friday night

i pay you cash instead
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The text messages show the employees trying to get the charges reversed Picture news com au

The Spotlight credit card, which is provided to multiple staff for work on assignment on 
their Apple Pay wallet, was used to book the massage therapists to attend an 

Elizabeth Bay address.
5
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3/30/24, 8:02 AM Lehrmann, Seven in masseuse bombshell

Two Thai masseuses were booked - one for Mr Lehrmann and another for a Seven 

employee — while the pair engaged in negotiations over the exclusive interview that 

later snared Spotlight a nomination for a prestigious journalism award before it was 

rescinded.

There is no suggestion of wrongdoing by Mr Lehrmann, who has been contacted for 

comment.

“Let’s light some fires,” said Mr Lehrmann in June, during the first instalment of his 

two-part “bombshell” interviews on Network Seven’s flagship Spotlight program.

“Everything needs to be out there, in the open, so people can assess this for what it 

is.”

Former 60 Minutes reporter Liam Bartlett fronted the first television special with the 

man who was accused of the rape of Brittany Higgins at Parliament House.

News.com.au does not suggest that Bartlett had any knowledge at any time that a 
colleague booked Mr Lehrmann a Thai masseuse during the negotiations in the lead 

up to the interview, that was conducted several months later after a contract was 

signed to pay Mr Lehrmann’s rent in May, 2023.

Mr Lehrmann pleaded not guilty, was never convicted and the charge against him was 

dropped in December, 2022. He maintains his innocence.

://www.news.com.au/national/seven-credit-card-used-to-book
6
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3/30/24, 8:02 AM Lohrmann, Seven in masseuse bombshell

Bruce Lehrmann in his explosive Spotlight interview. Picture: 7 NEWS

At the time the Network Seven credit card was used to book the two masseuses, Mr 
Lehrmann had recently learned that the rape trial following Brittany Higgins’ 
allegations had collapsed as a result of juror misconduct.

He was still facing the prospect of a second trial, but that threat was removed just a 
few weeks later when the Director of Public Prosecutions Shane Drumgold 
announced he would drop the rape charge citing mental health concerns over the 
impact of a second trial on Ms Higgins.

Queensland police were trying to contact his lawyers at the time over a separate rape 
allegation in Toowoomba that did not become public until January, 2023. Mr Lehrmann 
maintains his innocence in that matter as well.

Mr Lehrmann had attended the Elizabeth Bay address, the family home of a Seven 
employee, on a Friday night, November 25, with the social event spilling into the next

morning.

7
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3/30/24, 8:02 AM Lehrmann, Seven in masseuse bombshell

The total amount paid in one night for Mr Lehrmann and the Seven staffer appears on 
the Spotlight credit card as $2940 in multiple transactions of $1000.

Spotlight producer Steve Jackson. There is no suggestion he was involved in any wrongdoing. Picture:
Instagram
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3/30/24, 8:02 AM
Lehmiann, Seven in masseuse bombshell

Another Instagram story, showing Mr Lehrmann enjoying lunch at a venue near the Seven offices. Picture: 
Instagram

When the Seven employee confessed to bosses about the use of the credit card while 
Mr Lehrmann was being encouraged to sign on for an exclusive interview, attempts

9
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3/30/24, 8:02 AM Lehrmann, Seven in masseuse bombshell

were made to reverse the transaction.

News.com.au understands Mr Jackson then suggested to the Seven employee ways 

to repay the money or remove the transaction as the original payment was not 

consistent with the network’s expenses policies. There is no suggestion Mr Jackson 

was involved in any wrongdoing.

He suggested that the employee who had used the credit card should contact the 

masseuse again and tell her “I pay you cash instead.”

However, it was ultimately decided that it was better if the employee simply 

reimbursed the money to Network Seven.

The $2940 was then refunded to the Spotlight EP’s Network Seven credit card in 

multiple transactions three days later on November 29.

One year later, it emerged Seven’s Spotlight program had been paying Mr Lehrmann s 

rent for a year as part of an arrangement to deliver the two-part interview.

Under the agreement he also agreed to provide “all information, documents, video 

and photographs” reasonably requested by Seven.

However, Mr Lehrmann said he did not provide information, documents, video or 

photographs, and only provided an interview.

10
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3/30/24, 8 02 AM Lehrmann, Seven in masseuse bombshell
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Images of Bruce Lehrmann and his dog at the Sydney residence paid for by Network Seven. Picture: Sam

Ruttyn

//WWW.
i au/national/seven-credit-card-used-to-book-1000-thai-masseuse-for-bruce-lehrmann/news-story/309abe1125bb658d85. 11/28



3/30/24, 8:02 AM Lehrmann, Seven in masseuse bombshell

Network Seven paid Mr Lehrmann’s rent for 12 months as part of the interview agreement. Picture: Sam 
Ruttyn

In evidence to the Federal Court, Mr Lehrmann confirmed that Network Seven had 
been paying for his rental accommodation after the exclusive interview aired in May, 
2023.

“And it was part of the agreement, isn’t it, that you were paid for 12 months of 
accommodation by Channel 7?," barrister Sue Chrysanthou SC asked.

“Yes,” Mr Lehrmann replied.

“And it was part of the agreement, isn’t it, that you were paid for 12 months of 

accommodation by Channel 7?”

“Yes, that’s what I get,” Mr Lehrmann replied.

Ms Chrysanthou SC asked if the agreement to pay Mr Lehrmann’s rent in the contract 

was from June 2023 to June 2024.

“Umm, well, yes. For filming in those places^” he replied.

https://www.news.com.au/national/seven-credit-card-used-to-book-1000-thai-masseuse-for-bruce-lehrmann/news-story/309abe1125bb658d85.
12/28



3/30/24, 8:02 AM Lehrmann, Seven in masseuse bombshell

media exclusivity agreement

^toomoni Is rnubnwioon Aprl 2023

BETWEEN: sovon H(llwo(V (Op„B||onl) Lyied (ABN C5 052 045 202) o( Lovol 6,0 Conlfnl
Avonuo, EvNoloh NSW 2016 fSovon');

AND Btdco lehrmann ol (Tho Intorvlowoo’).

IT IS AGREED THAT:

y Tbo tntervtoMQ wi! provWo oxcluilvoty lo Sovon, al ipodflo Umos and placoi roqul/od by 
Sevom

e. Irtervlews and flmlng loquonco* rowing lo:

L hh oxporionco d Iho crimind chargo brought against him in (ho ACT 
Including Iho subsoquonl criminal proceeding and rclalod 
rosoVHIons and InquVIoj;

II. his Uo following Iho ACT criminal procoodlng. Including hb Fodoral 
Court defameiion actions against Iho media; and

III aft Information, documents, fim, video, photographs, Hems and 
assistance reasonably requested by Seven In reteGon to tho above,

aQ o( which Seven may record, broadcast, exNb*. communicate, deal with and otherwise uso, 
on the terms of this Agreement ('Seven Exclusive*).

Seven and the Interviewee vi?J coordinate and schedule all arrangements for the Seven 
Exclusive, such as Interviews and filming, acfng reasonably. The Interviewee aduvowiedges 
and agrees that Seven may require access to the Interviewee at different limes and places to 
covet <0fwenl aspects ol the story.

3. The Inletvieviee warrants that:

The exclusivity contract between Seven and Mr Lehrmann. Picture: Supplied

Asked how much the year’s rent was worth, Mr Lehrmann said he didn’t know 
because the “network handled the accommodation arrangements”.

Executive producer Mark Llewellyn told news.com.au in May that Network Seven had 

not paid Mr Lehrmann for the exclusive interview.

“No one was paid,” Mr Llewellyn told news.com.au.

“/NEWS Spotlight made no payment to Bruce Lehrmann for the interview, however 

the program assisted with accommodation as part of the filming of the story.”

Mr Llewellyn was not present on the night the masseuse was hired, and did not 

authorise the use of the credit card. There is no suggestion of any wrongdoing on his 

behalf.

A promo for the first television interview stated: “Bruce Lehrmann has never told his 

side of the story. Not one, single word. Now, he’s breaking his silence."

13
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3/30/24, 8:02 AM Lehrmann, Seven in masseuse bombshell

TV journalist Liam Bartlett claimed at the beginning of the interview that "nothing was 
off limits”.

Read next

SPONSORED

BOSS Seam-detail pencil skirt in lamb leather
BOSS

https://www.news.com.au/national/seven-credit-card-used-to-book-1000-thai-masseuse-for-bruce-lehrmann/news-story/309abe1125bb658d85... 14/28



"ANNEXURE B"

The story is untrue and 
rather bizarre, Lehrmann 
was in Sydney, however 
was meeting with senior 
network 7 bosses about 
the potential for a Spotlight 
story. The network met with 
Mr Lehrmann in the city 
and accommodated him in 
the city. He flew back to 
Tasmania where he was 
residing at the time the 
following morning. 
Disgruntled ex Spotlight 
Producer Taylor Aubach 
was present for the Sydney 
meeting as he was also 
present for the criminal
tnal- 7:53 pm

This is annexure B referred to in the affidavit of Taylor Auberach 

Sworn on 30 March 2024 before me Henry Eric Michael Thorrington

fiUVer cj M'C-ir JiU HtfL
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3/30/24, 8:26 AM Bruce Lehrmann: Channel 7 spotlight employee paid for Thai massage with credit card | The Australian

ANNEXURE C

THE AUSTRALIAN
Saturday, March 30,2024 | Today's Paper | Mind Games

Channel 7 employee alleged to have
bought Bruce Lehrmann Thai 
Massage This and the following page is 

Annexure C referred to in the 
affidavit of Taylor Auerbach sworn

By JAMES DOWLING 
JOURNALIST

on 30 March 2024 before me 
Henry Eric Michael Thorrington

UPDATED 8:23PM MARCH 21, 2024, FIRST PUBLISHED AT 7:32PM MARCH 21, 2024

A Seven Network Spotlight employee reportedly used a company credit card to 
book Thai massages for himself and Bruce Lehrmann in the lead-up to the 
program’s exclusive interview.

ficubfkr c^d fo/sc^vc (j;A

.■P ^ "Zeu/aJ

As reported by news.com.au and The Daily Telegraph, the employee and Mr 
Lehrmann allegedly negotiated particulars of the interview during the massages in 
November 2022, which cost $1000 in total.

On Thursday night Mr Lehrmann denied this happened.

“It’s an untrue and bizarre story from a disgruntled ex-Network Seven producer,” he 
said. “Network Seven have only ever covered reasonable travel for filming and
accommodation.”

It was reported the employee who booked the massages did so without the 
knowledge of the program’s producer, executive producer or anyone else at 
Spotlight. The producer left the network months ago.

Seven insisted the employee pay for the massages themselves and repay the Seven 
Network for the credit card expense. It was reported that a producer suggested the

16
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3/30/24, 8:26 AM Bruce Lehrmann: Channel 7

employee ask the masseuse to reverse the 
cash including a $250 “bonus”.

spotlight employee paid for Thai massage with credit card | The Australian

transactions the next day and offer to pay

It was also reported that Mr Lehrmann remninncl at \hc employ^ residence for a 
number of hours after the massages. During this period additional expenses were 
charged to the Seven West credit card. This was said to have amounted to $2940.

The employee reportedly reimbursed Seven on November 29 for the total expense.

During Mr Lehrmann’s defamation trial against Network 10 and host Lisa 
Wilkinson, in which he has argued he was improperly implicated in rape 
allegations by former Liberal staffer Brittany Higgins, it came to light that Seven 
West Media provided Mr Lehrmann with a complimentary apartment for a year. 
The apartment was rented for $4000 a month. The lease is set to expire on April 21.

The Spotlight team had a Walkley nomination revoked for the interview after the 
agreement came to light.

Mr Lehrmann is facing rape charges against a Toowoomba woman, but has not 
been committed for trial.

He intends to plead not guilty. His rape trial relating to Ms Higgins’ allegations was 
aborted over juror misconduct.

Mr Lehrmann pleaded not guilty and has maintained his innocence.

JAMES DOWLING, JOURNALIST K
James Dowling is a cadet journalist, he previously worked for The Age where he 
was nominated for a Quill award in News Reporting in Writing. Now based in 
Sydney, he writes for the Daily Telegraph, Sunday Telegraph ... Read.more

TRENDING

Fact is, Dick Smith 
has revealed the lies 
about renewables
By CHRIS KENNY

This noxious legal 
cookie can crumble 
in five ways
By JANET ALBRECHTSEN
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ANNEXURE D

9:22

©Share your name and photo?
Sue Chrysanthou Share X

(Message

Dear Ms Chrysanthou, it's Taylor 
Auerbach here (I'm a huge fan of 
yours!! ^wondering if you could give 
me a buzz when you have a moment re 
some advice about filing defamation 
proceedings I hope you could assist 
with. Cheers, Taylor

Hi Taylor! Happy to help. I am in a trial 
but can speak later tonight. 
Unfortunately we have an overseas 
witness so will be in court until about 

^630. Chat after that?

Yeah sure no probs! Thank you

Tuesday 6 42 pm

Hey Sue - let us know when you free 
and I'll give u a buzz :)

T

Will call shortly!

No probs!

iMessage

This is Annexure D referred to in the 

affidavit of Taylor Auerbach sworn 

on 30 March 2024 before me 

Henry Eric Michael Thorrington
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CONFIDENTIAL EXHIBIT CERTIFICATE

No. NSD103 of 2023

Federal Court of Australia 

District Registry: New South Wales 

Division: General

BRUCE LEHRMANN

Applicant

NETWORK TEN PTY LIMITED (ACN 052 515 250) and another 

Respondents

This is the confidential exhibit marked “TA-T1 now produced by way of a Sharepoint link and 
shown to Taylor Auerbach at the time of swearing his affidavit on 30 March 2024 before me:

Henry Eric Michael Thorrington
Barrister and Solicitor of the High Court of New Zealand
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