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|, Samuel Thomas O'Connor, of || I . ' ber for Bonney, say on

oath:

1. The matters set out in this affidavit are based on my own knowledge, except where | have
stated or qualified otherwise. Where | have set out my recollection of conversations in this

affidavit | have included the effect of the words spoken as | recall them.

2. Where | refer to a document in this affidavit, that document was produced to me at the time
of swearing this affidavit and verified by me as a true copy of the relevant document.

3.  Text messages reproduced in this affidavit reflect the actual messages sent and received,
including any typographical errors.
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Ms Higgins: Naa, it's cool. |just want to focus on eating my Thai food and enjoying the

new season of homeland

19. Thefirst time we discussed it specifically was over the phone later that day on 19 April 2019,

as | set out below.

20. By this point, it had been more than a year since Ms Higgins had left the Gold Coast but we
retained our friendship. We acted as confidantes to each other. She had made disclosures

to me of a personal nature in the past and would talk to me about her personal life in

Canberra.
The April 2019 call
21. Later that evening, we had a further text exchange as follows:
Mr O'Connor:  How's your night going?
Ms Higgins: Not too bad. Just went out for tapas with a few friends from work.

Also, whenever you are free I'd potentially like to get your take on how to

approach the whole incident that went down.

Your opinion is always valued so would probably be good to hear what you
think.

Mr O'Connor: [ can call on my drive home if you like?

Ms Higgins: Cool, sounds good.
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Subsequent conversations about the incident
30. The nextday, 20 April 2019, | texted Ms Higgins as follows:

Mr O'Connor:  I’'m really worried about you after last night. I'm here if you need. We've

always got a cone of silence and I'll do anything I can to offer support and

advice.
31. A text exchange we had in early April 2019 went as follows:

Ms Higgins: You have literally no idea what it's been like. The past six weeks have been
absolutely brutal.

s,
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Sworn by the deponent ) E i e T
gt Brisbane ; Zﬂ//é//:,-/f——‘—‘
in Queensland )  Signature of deponent
on 9 Oclober 2023 )
Before me:
Signatup itness

Michelle Fanning

Solicitor

Level 28, 1 Eagle Street, Brisbane Qld 4000

An Australian Legal Practitioner within the meaning of the Legal Profession Uniform Law
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