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FEMINIST AS FUCK

25 September 2019. It's my first visit back to New South

Wiales parliament since taking up my role in the Australian

Senate. Sitting in the public gallery of the lower house, I look

down at the debate below. This is the moment we have been :i

waiting for. The Speaker announces, ‘The ayes have it." My

heart bursts with emotion, like a dam wall breaking. After

] 70 hours of debate, politicians have finally voted to deerimi-
nalise abortion in New South Wales. It is done.

I had imagined this moment would be bittersweet for |
me. Instead, I was walking on air. It had been more than a
thousand days since I introduced the first bill to decrimi-

nalise abortion in the parliament’s history. Although my bill |

was voted down, I believe it paved the way for the victory |

[ had just witnessed. By having the courage to break the long
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quest for women's rights I was expecting solidarity, not silenc-

from progressive WOmen. How naive was L.

ing,
g abortion law

In trying to prevent me from pursuin
been an element of genuine appre-

reform, there may have
han that. The Labor Party

hension. But there was more to itt
in New South Wales has some very strong opponents of

abortion rights within its ranks. Most likely, this is why they

never made a move to decriminalise abortion, even when

ent for sixteen years straight. I'm sure
deeply frustrated by being
unable to even

they were in governm
pro-choice Labor women were
constrained from within their own party,
bring a bill forward for discussion. But this was not a good

enough reason to stop me from making an attempt. The

parliamentary debate had to start somewhere.
In Victoria and Queensland, these conversations had

been jump-started by bills introduced by MPs outside the

Labor and Liberal parties. The

the cover for others to pursue re
they feared losing control of the narrative

I reasoned. But
more than they feared the consequences of the continued

form in their own parties,

criminalisation of abortion.
The efforts to stop me did make me hesitate. 1 wouldn't

hey didn't. The continuous probing

have been human if t
the fear of ‘what if in my

started to play on my mind. It put
heart. What if things did get worse? What if our attempt was

unsuccessful? What if it put us back rather than moving us

forward? Perhaps we shoul
ment? 1 started doubting myself.

Greens bill could provide

d wait for a change of goveriigy
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Thi
p I,IS was only the start of the personal anguish I would
eel. i
fl:l fVe sustained many attacks for taking an unapologeti
(e inist vi .
a 3(; eminist view of abortion: that women and all ; |
‘ . €eo
rblee ing reproductive health care should have full and e
. - unam-
S1guous bodily autonomy. [ have been sworn at in the street
OI?IDeone yelled Dr Death’ at me as I was walking i '
: into
pa; 1}211ment for the debate. People rang my office repeitedl
an
.arassed my staff. People sent horrific, graphic im .
abusive messages. e
It’
el s never easy to brush off these attacks. It becomes ev
- . en
arder when you are being squeezed both by supporte d
by opponents of abortion rights. s
Th - . . .
o esiquestlons, misgivings and accusations would haunt
0
o r the next three years. I would have many sleepless
ights, tossing and turnin
' g as | wondered if T was doi
. oing th
;lihf thing. I would question my motives for doing it gV\/ :
p oing this for personal recognition? Was my ego gett; z'is
e way? After all, others di i il
| il s did have more political experience
B :
i Pthevew time I came to the same conclusion: the ‘it’s not
right time’ argument is, and ‘ .
o , and always has been, complete
Wi
1 omen have always been told to go to the back of
A i
' queue. Our priorities have never been a top political
' | ica
priority. They've always been dispensable. We'
been dispensable. i
We h i
E i fad already waited a hundred years for the right time
a ) . . :
time, we'd lived with the fear of dangerous backyard
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marriage was legalised in Australia, the New South Wales

government’s bill to end forced divorces passed parliament.
Every time a toxic dispute between femninism and trans

rights flares up, my distress is palpable. 1 can only imagine

le feel when this happens. In

how hurt transgender peop
omeone who,

Lahore, 1 had the privilege of getting to know s
despite the social stigma, was a proudly transgender person.

Tufail worked for my mother-in-law. They were the life of

the neighbourhood.

In Pakistan, unlike Australia, transgen
Before the British colonised the

also culturally accepted and res-
people and social

der people have

always been very visible.

subcontinent, they were

d. An intolerance for gender diverse

pecte
ary were brought into

structures such as a strict gender bin
my part of the world by the British through a penal code

that recognised only males and females. The legacy of this
cultural and gender supremacy lives on, over there and here.
Tufail passed away some years ago, but their courage to
openly be who they were in a society that vilified and stigma-
tised sexual variance lives on as an example to me. Now, in
my role as a parliamentarian, [ will take up any opportunity
to do something about such discrimination.

It was this belief in intersectional feminism that led me

to launch an International Women’s Day Breakfast event
in 2014 to create a space for anyone who identified as @
woman to hear exclusively from women of colour. This
series has become quite well known for its honest and

radical discussions on gender and race. It also gave us @

106
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latform i i
fhey o a;c;)mlicclleance abortion rights with the inclusivity
Feminists who resist inclusivity or intersectionality d
011]1r movement a disservice. The issues that some femifu'sto
f: oose to prioritise (or not prioritise) illustrates their pri f
ilege. The lack of awareness of the failings of the fe I'Jr%v
movemfant to bring everyone along was evident at a ffI:)lrnISt
on feminism in the New South Wales Parliament. On :]}2
Panel was a ‘.fery prominent white feminist. In respond-
1r}1g to 31.1 zrludlence question about the lack of diversity in
the feminism movement, she asserted that the femi}r{list
movement had always been inclusive of all women, and that
anyone suggesting otherwise was just playing into t’he h c?
of men to divide the movement. i
0 i\jy:km bristled. P_xs often h'appens, I couldn't help myself.
i {S)trsa.)tf Isolme;hlng. I pointed out that Aboriginal and
ait Islander women have i
how they have felt isolated from thetizejeitl:s Wzly a'bout
second-wave feminism, and the movement shouldpr rfsiults .
the different needs of different women. As I left the fect v
I v\.ras pulled aside and told in no uncertain terms t}faftjlrum’
beu:f] divisive by bringing up the issue of intersection(:llitwaS
| hat I ,was pointing out was that the spotlight on };he
iender gap’ often focuses on inequality between men and
di(‘)[rerl::g ;l;lrllllssc;)fnceals the refilit).f of the layered oppression
N Vfom women and individuals face—for instance,
" en, trans women, disabled women, migrant
, women of colour.
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nd covert rebellion against the dominant system made
it easier for me to mark out my own path in life. Most of
my female cousins are better educated than the male ones.
women. They have worked as teachers,
ed accountants, in advertising and in
en working mothers. By and

overt a

Many are carcer
academics, charter

the civil service. Some have be |
their own destiny. One of the cousins

t went on to become the first female
n. It was their feminism that

large, they all chose

1 looked up to mos
deputy commissioner in Pakista

made me who I am.

ini en comes’
feminism, the role of men oft

In discussions on 19 e
under scrutiny. Should they be part of our feminist struggles.

Can they be trusted to help break down the.: very system that
advantages them? Can they truly be feminist? .

Men are free to be feminists. But they have to spare us
ative and tokenistic feminism that is characte;—:
white ribbon or the right T-shirt by
picture or by starting

the perform
ised by the wearing of a

putting a popular frame on a profile
minism is about us, not them. If men want {o

be willing to put down the-to"o':ll':
control, coercion. The

hashtags. Fe
be true allies, they must

of patriarchy: power, dominance, .
m and—crucially—shut up. That mean

staying behind the scenes_..a"n
o take centre stage

must listen, lea
they need to be okay with
Jeaving the space wide open forwoment ntze $68
acking conversations on women g issues

It means not hij ‘ :
nist not only in spaces W

means calling yourself a femi
praise, but in the male-dominated spaces

it draws !
enging effect: the locker rooms, Cabi

it has a more chall
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meetings and boardrooms from which women are largely
excluded.

During our campaign for reproductive autonomy, there
were many men who stepped up but whose faces and names
were never seen or read. They wrote letters, started petitions,
helped tape up posters and took the photos, rather than
squeezing themselves into the frame. They walked the walk.

One of these men was my husband.

Growing up, Omar was surrounded by strong, inde-
pendent women like his mother and his aunts. One of his
role models, his paternal grandfather, had been a strong
ally of women. In the 1940s he established a school for

girls in Lucknow, now a part of India. In the last years of
the British Raj, he was becoming very concerned about the
lack of educational opportunities for Muslim girls. He had
been a highly respected Additional Chief Engineer of the
Central Public Works Department, but was now paralysed
and bedridden. Not deterred by his disability, he enlisted
community support to organise the funding for a fee-free

primary school. To make sure this school was not viewed

as a charity project by the parents of prospective students,
:'_his youngest daughter moved to this new public school.

_His eldest daughter, Hameeda Bano, took on the role of
- headmistress.

The next challenge was to ensure that these students

continued on to high school. One of the best ways to do this

vas to normalise young Muslim women’s attendance at high
chool. The problem was that, at that time, many Muslim
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she said. ‘I had death threats, the AFP were

which Australia needs vaccination. Some, if they had their
just horrific,

e If you are an way, would ban us from making Australia our home. So it
i sen Gy : : ;
tracking down mail that wa}s1 allenge the status quo, you are is with great pride that I stand here before you, unapolo-
Aboriginal person and you ¢ F getically—a Brown, Muslim, migrant, feminist woman, and
: ttacked.™ .
going to be a

. s a Greens senator. I say “unapologetically”, because if there
Her attempts to call out racism were me

ilar to those of other women of ] is one thing people with stories like mine are asked to do
i ’ is similar
racism. Nova's story 1 . | e
lour who are politicians in Western countries. S
3 i ona
During his time as president of the United States, .
i emo-
Trump time and again targeted the four progress}ives .
. ‘The Squad.
as
i n of colour known
cratic congresswome ‘ The S
He told them to go back to the broken and crlmg in g
) ; i mar, the
laces from which they came’” Mocking 1lhan e
id: es
{131 st Somali-American elected to Congress, he sa ;
: i where you
telling us how to run our country. How did you do y

it is to apologise for our presence, because we

are not quiet enough, not respectful enough, not thankful
enough, not Australian enough.’

I was showered with accolades for my truth-telling,

The speech received 2.5 million views and was covered by

Al Jazeera, the Guardian and newspapers around the world.
It even made a cameo appearance in the ABC series Total
Control, with Deborah Mailman’s character studying it
while pondering her own first speech in the Senate. Simul-
taneously, a horrible feeding frenzy of hate was unleashed |
on social media. Comments like ‘Put your burka on—and '
shut the fuck up!, ‘Deport the whining bitch’ and ‘Revoke
citizenship and Deport’ were some of the vile reactions on |
my Facebook page. Others said: ‘Can someone shoot this

bitch?, ‘Going to be great bashing her, ‘She needs to be
stoned to death’, and ‘Put a bomb under her’,

6
came froms: . -
I see a lot of my own experiences in the attacks on t
se

women. Since I joined the upper house of jEhe Nzwei(:::l ,“
Wales Parliament in 2013, the avalanche o rr.less. g - f.

way echo these comments. The steady rise .1n g g
H:'xyd race hatred reached a crescendo after I' dehver(zor iz'
?naugural speech as the first female Muslim sena !

in coming
Australia five years later. 1 was not backwards i

fOI"?}i' reality is that my presence in the Sena‘;e0 lfe }
affront to some, I said. ‘They are of.fended that1 peﬂztb
colour, and Muslims, have the audac1.ty to not orsl yme Poﬁ
to open our mouths and join the public debatz: :Se .
cians call us cockroaches. Some say we are a dis€

It was later revealed by a Guardian investigation that I,
along with the two first Muslim congresswomen in the
United States, Ilhan Omar and Rashida Tlaib, was a target
of a covert international plot to control some of Face-
book’s largest far-right pages to harvest Islamophobic hate
for profit.” At the time of my first speech in the Senate,
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normalising their ideas. The prob¥em is that ever; 1va ;1(;3;
eople turn away from watching it, at leas-t SOr;nd e
| Znticed to take the next step towards extr.emlsm. e
1 how these movements cross from the perlpher-y tcl) i
stream. This isn't a game. This isn't a theoretical study.

us, this is a fight for our lives.

¥

The growth of the far right has been accompanied by arise in
(c

Islamophobia, with girls and women the most likely targets.
S ;

Charles Sturt University's 2019 ‘Islamophobia in Australia

P i i i CEeS§

guarded by security officers had jumped by 30 per cent since

had doubled.'

lia, we reached a new and disgraceful low when the feder;i :-
1a,

w 15 Muslim
rules. ‘
i idi cers enacted ne

parliament’s presiding offi

.ti ﬁ"

Y ) i u-..
n is still very much alive, whether it's putting
wome

( ' ts.
boxes, shutting us up or curbing our though

Not a day goes by when I don't receive a hateful, ab__‘,

hone ¢t
message on Twitter or Facebook. Others make p 3

t d q i Satlon i
(] ’

In my years of public life, I have been a witnesshto and‘
n . . ‘.‘
target of hate’s exponential growth in Australia. The year:

a

T ———
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still others send emails, Some even write letters. A man once
sent me an extremely sexually explicit and abusive letter
with a signature from his church. When I brought this to the
church’s attention, he sent me an apology explaining that he
was upset because Turkey had invaded Greece. As I saw it, he
wasn't sorry for writing the letter; he was sorry he got caught.
What does Turkey invading Greece some 400 years ago have
to do with me? Well,  am g Muslim, and Turkey
state. So obviously I must be responsible for the a
Muslims throughout time. Houw bloody ridiculoy

is a Muslim

ctions of all
s!
If you are a Muslim migrant, where you come from will
haunt you forever. Public demands to ‘get out of my country’
and ‘go back where you came from’ are familiar to all of us.
If you are a woman, it gets worse. One contributor to the
ever-growing pile of hate mail told me that ‘Muslims are
complete scum’, before clarifying that ‘Muslim women
are even worse than the men’.

The more you speak up about these slurs, the more you

get attacked, Accompanying the now predictable hatred
are the haters’ assumptions about why

dttract more loathing, they say,
Someone called my office to
queen. Others accuse me of p
‘My gender, race and religion as
‘the constant subject of the abus
away from saying things that
Surely we can provoke conver

Withoy descending into racis

I speak out. It’s. to
so that I can play the victim.
tell my staff I was a drama
laying identity politics, using
Weapons—as if these are not
eIreceive. I admit, I don’t shy
others find controversial, But

sations on controversial issues
m or sexism,
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they heard me say it. Their world must be small and mean-
ingless if a headline in the Daily Mail is a win for them.

It wasn't the first time the Daily Mail tried to pin me
down with a dog-whistle headline. When they asked my
views on halal slaughter, they were told I supported manda-
tory stunning of animals—something that was happening
already in almost all halal slaughterhouses in Australia
anyway. They decided to run some incredibly deceptive head-
lines, presumably in an attempt to drive a wedge between me
and the Muslim community. They didn'’t, of course, mention
in the article that I'm a vegetarian, and personally I don't
think any animal should be slaughtered.

Some don’t want me in Australia because I'm a Muslim.
For them, my way of life is incompatible with modern
Australia. Others tell me to stick to my religion and not to
meddle in ‘our way of life’. They don't want me to campaign
for decriminalising abortion or legalising drugs. Either way,
I'm accused of being divisive.

Honestly, T don’t think I'll ever be Australian enough

for some. Not even, as I wrote in August 2018, if 1 stood

on Bondi Beach serving sausage sangers in an Akubra,

draped in an Australian flag with a Southern Cross tattoo on
my arm.?

I just don't fit the mould they have made for me. I a zl
Muslim but I don’t wear hijab. I'm from Pakistan yet:
am progressive, and assertive. I wear shalwar kameez and
I wear a hardhat too. I don't drink but I can swear like 4

drunk. These oddities, it seems, make me a sinister paradox

|
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That’s when the shit really hi
y hits the fan. I’ :
and damned if [ don't. e fan. I'm damned if I do

2%y

When you disrupt the false, reductive portrayal of Muslim

women i
» everyone is confused—the left, the right and those

in between.
I mean, who has ever heard of a progressive

migrant Muslim woman of colour who speaks her mind?
When strong perceptions clash with a contrary realit th-
m-lances and complexities are deliberately oblite i
wilfully ignored. s
When [ was first elected to parliament, a prominent mal
Muslim leader expressed his wariness. He stated that bm'El i
part of the Greens ‘will be something that is likel al: -
her- - - we will be watching to see whether she will a}lfloo thest
beliefs as a Muslim to succumb to the party polic ":: I—fr
was, of course, referring to the Greens’position OII]) LG}I;F i
equality. .

It wasn't only his proposition that bothered me: his
a ' | '
;;um.ptlon that I would ‘succumb’ to party policy was reall
E ensive. He expected I would be passive, as if | wefe Z
st i ’
Iyl .an(:lerhwuhout agency. It was actually the opposite
Joined the Greens because of social i .
. social justice policies lik
Mmarriage equality that refl i
ect my values of passi
e , conipassion
dignity. Since then I've worked with members to make

- :
policies more progressive: I want uni and TAFE to be

tial horse racing,
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gt : o
This man was not alone in his view. My continued supp

for marriage equality, which included CO_SP(;HS(EH\%V atl}:
cross-party marriage equality bill in the New f(fn? e
Parliament in 2013, brought upon me the: ire o 1‘1’etr}1‘l o |
family back in Pakistan. I was told that, Western s amgi
had got to me. I'd been brainwashed. I'd lolst H;Y W yhave
I would burn in the fires of hell for eternity. Some
disowned me. I've lost connection with some others. i ]
But in the face of hostility, I did not s.hy awa}'f from é)u - ic
support for marriage equality. | ne.ver hid my‘wivitrallil:?ﬁ
the height of the marriage equality debate mdlu o
2017 I wrote an opinion piece for The C?uar m;fz, Udly
articulating why as a Muslifm Ilvxzs publicly and proudly
ing YES', and so was my family.
VOtlgfr:ii most surprising is the flak I’v‘e copped t{;mr;
some within the Greens for being a Muslim. Holliles;1 y;ts
was the most unexpected form of insult, and rea dy :1 d
I've since talked to other women of colour and un. ersha;:e ]
that the experience is not unique to me. Pr‘ogresswei - ‘.
blind spots just like anyone else, fr0n.1 the brogresl)s1 by
the POEBIs (Progressive On Everything But Israel). g

- . -Sm “ i
i igion that spills over into racism -
harbour a deep mistrust of religion p i

without much prodding. - ;
Just days after I moved into my Senate office in Sydney;

my staff were called incessantly over a period of dai(.s by.' “

Creens member who complained about some Mus :;Sn

his neighbourhood who had cleared their land unlawiull
i

: these
He wanted me to personally apologise for the damage ]

———*
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people had caused to the environment. He claimed that I
as a Muslim, bore responsibility for their deeds. When we
refused, he lodged a complaint with my state party.

Now, you would expect that such an unreasonable
demand would be nipped in the bud. Not so. T yas asked not
only to respond to the complainant, but to meet him face to
face to assure him that my religion had nothing to do with my
decision. That T was always secular in my decision—makjng.
He was happy to come meet me at my office, I was told. The
fuck he was. Over my dead body would | give such assurances
to such bigotry. My track record speaks for itself. I'm happy to

be judged for my actions, not the actions of others,
[ have become quite used to demands for an apology or
condemnation for every act of terrorism by IS] S, asif I were

somehow responsible for their atrocities, and then being
attacked for not doing so. [s every Austral
asked to condemn and apologise for every
committed by Catholic clergy? Of course n
be. And I shouldn't be either. It is a no-wi

though. If T were to aplologise, it would cr

ian Catholic MP
act of child abuse
ot. They shouldn’t
n situation for me,

€ate an expectation
that T should do so for every crime com

who happened to be Muslim. If I don't
terrorist sympathiser, 23

mitted by someone

» I will be cast as g

In fact, it wasn't the demand for a personal apology that

shook me to the core, it wasg that some in my own party
» couldn’t see his blatant Islamophobia. It shouldn’t have
- Surprised me. Over the years, I have experienced the conse-

quences of this blind spot which some progressives have
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about religion and people of faith. I know of membersfv;ho
did not vote for me in a preselection contest bec-at-lse 0 .t at
‘Muslim’ thing, referring to the homophobic religious views
associated with mainstream Islam, even t-hough the)];rl;neiw
well my strong advocacy for marriage equality and LGBTQI+
rlghltlj'my early days as an MP, when the hate? was pouring
in, some Greens colleagues, while sympathetl'c', told me to
get used to it. They said they too had been x‘nhﬁed for our
radical policy stances. They may have been trying t'o reassuie
me, but comparing racism with abuse that white peop .e
receive for a policy position was cold comfort. .At best, their
thoughtlessness ignored my experiences of racism; at worst,
) H;I:IEIEE::TI SI]:II'EH Luther King drew attention to the-: wa.1y
the white progressive establishment talked about standing 12
allyship with the African American struggle, but often serve

as a handbrake on the movement, its tactics and strategies.

In his Letter from a Birmingham Jail', he wrote about being

‘gravely disappointed with the white moderate’.?* In t}ie
letter he noted that the ‘shallow understanding from people

, : -
of good will is more frustrating than absolute misunde

standing from people of ill will. Lukev%rarn'l atfceptance 15.-:
much more bewildering than outright rejection. ]

I can relate to this. White progressiveness that refu.ses t
recognise its own complicity in the system we are trying -

i-raci rolling
overturn is damaging to an anti-racist movement. The

of eyes when I bring up racism (as if to say, Here she goes

me and thanked me for my work. Did it not occur ¢
that I had the right, in a democratic preselection, to
Name forward, as did any other member of the NSV
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again’), the calls to ‘take the high road’ and just ignore the hate

(as if racism isn't corrosive, but something that should roll off
our backs), and most importantly,

cede space to others are 4] signs

give up the privilege they've had

the inevitable reluctance to
of the white reluctance to
for centuries,

Often, white progressives will talk the talk, but when
they have to reflect upon their own role, or Jet people of

colour talk for themselyes rather than talk for them, they
suddenly forget how to walk the wal

when their power is threatened, they t
orreduce you to nothing more than an
the dance of someone who s pulling y
reduce you to the stereotype of a M

the agency to make her own choic
better.

k. Or, even worse,
ry to take you down
empty puppet, doing
our strings. They also
uslim woman without

es. They always know

When I decided to run for the Senate, I was gravely hurt
by the character assassination that came from people who
were not pleased by my decision. had considered them
allies, even confidants, and held them up as shining examples
of true progressives. Almost overnight there was a concerted
effort to transform me from a solid left-wing MP to 3 |
of those in the party viewed as less progressive. | was cast
as a gullible and presumably brainless Brown woma
didn't understand what she was doing. T was igno

rallies by people who just weeks before would have

ackey

n who
red at
hugged
o them
put my
Greens?
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Governments can't wipe their hands clean either. Exclud-
ing these workers on temporary visas from welfar; Zu}:i)o:;
during the COVID-19 pandemic forced .more- of t I(fe :
continue working during a highly precarious tm-le.d :}c;
appointed white saviours really want to show gratltij :t, d :Sy
could fight for the rights of these workers. We get p ‘a 11 ub !
but too often issues of systemic racism and chronic labour
exploitation are swept under the carpet. '

If we bring our parents here, that becomes .an econorf:u.c
drain on the country. We become a liability at times of cr1'51s
and are left to fend for ourselves. Politicians (‘.Ol;lrt us as.votlndg
blocs, but we disappear in parliaments. They've befriende

us by enthusiastically sharing our food and culture, but we

are really just photo opportunities during Diwali and Eid.
They've taken what we offer willingly, but not given back.

If Australia is to truly become the ‘greatest multlculi: ,
tural country’, then we must recognise the intrinsic value 0

cultural preservation as an essential part of the fabric of the

nation. We must understand that maintaining and enhanc-

ing individuals’ connections to their culture and languag

enriches us all. And at the core of this change must be recog:

1 Iy
nition and respect for the oldest culture in the world. -
A multicultural country is anti-racist and feminis

i cumu
racism and the patriarchy are systems designed to ac ;

Y, s . Wa :
late power and privilege. We can't just wish them away

dismantling has to be deliberate. o
I speak out on racism and sexism because it is the #

i f whi
step in the process of tearing down structures Of ¥

MUSLIM, BROWN AND PROUD

power that entrench inequalities, don't do it to claim

victimhood. I don’t want sympathy. It doesn’t make me fee]

good. I don't want others to feel bad. It is simply an expres-
sion of truth. It is voicing the experiences of others like me

who don’t have the public platform I have. It helps others

speak out. I know what it’s like not to have a voice. I will
never be silenced again.

¥R %

Receiving and exposing hate is exhausting. The vicious
insults and threats grind me down. Over the years, I've tried
many different ways to deal with the vitriol, from ignoring it

to reporting it and highlighting some of the worst examples,
sometimes with a touch of humour.

A year into my political journey, the abuse was becoming
unbearable. Moderating the Facebook comments alone was
becoming a full-time job for my staff. Abusive phone calls
were taking a toll on our health. Something had to be done.
Most people I confided in were completely unaware of the
abuse, or were in total dishelief. Some, usually those who
will never feel the sting of structural oppression, dismissed
these online manifestations of racism as inevitable and inef-

fective. Well, they may have been inevitable, but they were

damaging us, Ignoring them wasn't going to stop that, Nor
Would it stop them.
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At a strategic planning day, my team and I decided that

We shouldn't cop all this silently. We agreed that ‘don't feed
1

H€ trolls’ may be heartfelt advice from allies, but for us




TOO MIGRANT, TOO MUSLIM, TOO LOUD

racism also targets migrants. This has emerged both from
the conservatives and within the progressive environmen-
tal movement itself. We migrants are blamed for everything
from traffic congestion to land clearing. We are told by those
on the right of politics that Australia’s infrastructure can't
cope because there are too many migrants. We've become
easy targets to hide the lack of planning by governments.
The sustainable population cheerleaders want to keep us
out because, apparently, the environment is being destroyed
to accommodate us. At a ‘Politics in the Pub’event on ‘popu-
lation and environment', the environmentalist on the panel
(someone I knew, by the way) was concerned that when
migrants came from poor countries where they have a small
ecological footprint to rich countries like Australia that have
a much larger footprint, they start contributing much more
to environmental destruction.
What racist, skewed and perverse logic! After the discus-
sion, that panellist approached Omar and me to assure us
that we were not the migrants he was referring to. We were

fine. We were the ‘good’, environmentally aware migrants.

The hide!

The obsession with Brown and Black women'’s fertility is =
another thinly veiled racist attempt by environmentalists to
blame others for the ecological crisis we are in. This is danger=
ous, and plays straight into far-right conspiracy theories like
‘the Great Replacement’, which inspired the Christchurch

killer who massacred 51 innocent Muslims while they were

at prayer.*’
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