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Faruqi, Mehreen (Senator)

From: Nour Haydar < >
Sent: Wednesday, 3 May 2023 12:21 AM
To: Thomas, Hannah (Sen M. Faruqi)
Subject: Re: Strictly Confidential- Federal Court Action

Hi Hannah, 
Thanks for resending, I am happy to adhere to these conditions. 
N 
 
Nour Haydar 
ABC News - Political Reporter  

 
 

From: Thomas, Hannah (Sen M. Faruqi) < > 
Sent: Tuesday, May 2, 2023 9:55:41 PM 
To: Nour Haydar < > 
Subject: Fw: Strictly Confidential- Federal Court Action  
  
Hi Nour 
 
Just resending the below email as I've just seen your text- let me know if you're happy with the conditions 
and I will send the info to you. 
 
Cheers 
Hannah 

From: Thomas, Hannah (Sen M. Faruqi) 
Sent: 02 May 2023 15:43 
To:  < > 
Subject: Strictly Confidential- Federal Court Action  
  
Dear Nour 
Further to your call with Senator Faruqi, I wanted to give you a heads-up on Federal court action that Senator Faruqi 
will be commencing against Senator Pauline Hanson under the Racial Discrimination Act 1975 tomorrow. We are 
giving a very small number of journalists a copy of the filed originating application and exclusive comments ahead of 
tomorrow.  
Please note this is strictly embargoed until we indicate that the application has been filed and served. We anticipate 
this happening Wednesday afternoon. Further conditions are that the legal filing is confidential and cannot be 
shared, and Senator Hanson cannot be contacted for comment before she is served with the application and after 
your story has been filed. 
Let us know by return email if you are ok with these conditions. I will then send you a copy of the embargoed the 
legal filing and exclusive comments. 
Kind regards 
Hannah 
Hannah Thomas | Senior Policy & Media Adviser 
E  T  Pronouns she/her 
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Senator Faruqi’s electorate office is on the land of the Gadigal people of the Eora nation. We acknowledge the 
traditional custodians of the lands on which we meet and work, and recognise that sovereignty was never ceded. 
  

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 
 
The information contained in this email and any attachment is confidential and may contain legally privileged or 
copyright material. It is intended only for the use of the addressee(s). If you are not the intended recipient of this 
email, you are not permitted to disseminate, distribute or copy this email or any attachments. If you have received 
this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete this email from your system. The ABC does 
not represent or warrant that this transmission is secure or virus free. Before opening any attachment you should 
check for viruses. The ABC's liability is limited to resupplying any email and attachments. 



1

Faruqi, Mehreen (Senator)

From: Thomas, Hannah (Sen M. Faruqi)
Sent: Wednesday, 3 May 2023 6:46 AM
To:
Subject: Documents- Strictly Confidential- Federal Court Action
Attachments: Genuine Steps Statement(4116138.1).pdf; (Signed) Faruqi Originating Application 

under AHRC Act 1986.pdf; 18C - Exclusive Comments from MF.pdf

Hi Nour 
 
Thanks for confirming. Just reiterating that we will give you the go-ahead to publish tomorrow upon service. 
  
Attached are the court application, genuine steps statement and quotes from Mehreen. 
  
This is a progression of the story on the “piss off back to Pakistan” tweet. As you may recall, Senator Faruqi asked 
the Senate to censure  Senator Hanson (which they didn’t) and then lodged a complaint with the Australian Human 
Rights Commission (AHRC). Senator Hanson refused to participate in the AHRC conciliation process, and the 
complaint was terminated by the AHRC on March 8 on the basis that a delegate of the President was satisfied that 
there was no reasonable prospect of the matter being settled by conciliation. 
  
Senator Faruqi is now exercising her rights under the AHRC Act and seeking a declaration that Senator Hanson’s 
tweet constituted unlawful conduct under section 18C of the Act. She is further seeking remedy, including that 
Senator Hanson:  

 be restricted from publicly using the phrases “piss off back to Pakistan,” “go back to where you came from” 
(or any variations of those phrases);  

 remove the unlawful tweet and pin a new tweet to her Twitter account which states that she has been 
found to have committed unlawful offensive behaviour against Senator Faruqi because of race; 

 make a financial contribution of $150,000 to a non for profit or community organisation chosen by Senator 
Faruqi; and  

 undertake anti-racism training.  
 
Cheers 
Hannah 
  
  
Hannah Thomas | Senior Policy & Media Adviser 
E  T  Pronouns she/her 
  
Office of Dr Mehreen Faruqi | Deputy Leader of the Australian Greens | Greens Senator for NSW 
72 Campbell St Surry Hills NSW 2010 
Website | [fb.me/mehreenfaruqi]Facebook | [twitter.com/mehreenfaruqi]Twitter | 
[instagram.com/mehreenfaruqi]Instagram 
  
Senator Faruqi’s electorate office is on the land of the Gadigal people of the Eora nation. We acknowledge the 
traditional custodians of the lands on which we meet and work, and recognise that sovereignty was never ceded. 
  


















